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From the Editor
A New Editor!
Since our recent Provincial Chapter I have been asked to serve as
Br Stephen O’Kane, OFM
Director of the Franciscan Missionary Union and act as editor of St
Anthony Brief, so maybe it is no harm to let you know a little about
myself. I am Stephen O’Kane, the eldest of nine children from a small farm in Co. Derry.
I joined the Franciscans in 1977 after A-levels at St Columb’s College, Derry. After First
Profession in Killarney in 1978 and subsequent study, I ended up a teacher of religion and
history, making my Final Profession of vows along the way in 1982. After becoming a teacher
I taught for two years in St Kilian’s Community School, Bray, and then went off to Zimbabwe
in September 1989.
I spent a total of nineteen years in Zimbabwe where my work was mostly that of assisting
young men who came to join the Franciscans there. Indeed, I might add in passing how
proud I am to see so many of the young friars I worked with then, now in positions of leadership and service in Zimbabwe. In 2008 I took a break from Africa and had a most enjoyable
sabbatical year.
Then in 2009 I undertook a Licence in Church History at the Gregorian University in Rome.
As a result of this qualification I now go back to Zimbabwe each year for two months to teach
two courses in Church History. After my three years in Rome I arrived back to Ireland in
January 2013 and was appointed to the Ennis community for my re-entry into the Irish scene
after having lived outside Ireland for 23 years. And here I am now after eighteen very happy
months in Ennis, sitting in this new place at Merchants’ Quay, Dublin.
I would like to acknowledge with gratitude the hard work done by my predecessor, Fr
Bernard Jones, who has been transferred as Guardian to Cork Friary. I wholeheartedly thank
Fr Francis Cotter who so skilfully produces this magazine. I’m very conscious too of the staff
here with me in the FMU office and how much I rely on their knowledge, commitment and
hard work to make what we do a success. And, of course, I am very aware of you, Dear
Reader, whose support keeps us going and whose assistance makes possible the work done
on the missions.
I ask you to say an odd prayer for us here in the office, as well as for our friars who labour
overseas and for those they serve there so faithfully.
– Stephen O’Kane OFM
(director.fmu@franciscans.ie)
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Friar Alessandro’s
Joyful Voice

American Franciscan, Murray Bodo OFM,
looks at the path of faith and grace that has
led Friar Alessandro to international fame.

B

eneath two stunning magnolia
trees in the courtyard of the friary of Our Lady of the Angels is
the chapel, the Portiuncula – the “Little
Portion” – that St Francis restored with
his own hands. Here, on the plain
below Assisi, is where St Francis died.
Here, St Clare was received into the
Order as the first Franciscan woman,
and here, Friar Alessandro Brustenghi,
the “Voice from Assisi”, lives and ministers. I’m waiting to interview this new
musical sensation. A 36-year-old
Franciscan friar who, before his recording debut with Decca, worked as a relatively anonymous friar doing occasional
carpentry and welcoming pilgrims from
all over the world who visit this important Franciscan shrine every year. His
days also included playing the organ for
the music of the liturgies, the daily
prayers of the Divine Office, and other
celebrations at the shrine.
Oct/Nov 2014

The young friar before me looks much
like the St Francis people usually imagine:
relatively short, broad smile, curly black
hair, and black eyes that seem to have a
permanent twinkle. Our time is limited. He
has to play the organ for vespers. The
prayer of the fraternity always comes first.
But it was time enough to learn that Friar
Alessandro was born and grew up in
Castiglione della Valle, a small village 18
kilometers from Perugia, the region’s capital city.
A Conversion Story
Though Friar Alessandro is now in his mid30s, he looks and acts much younger, having been spiritually born again when he
was 16 years old. It happened one day
near his home when he lay down in a field
and asked God to come to him. Suddenly,
the field and everything around him was
suffused with a light that seemed to
emanate from nature itself. It was alive,

and he felt intimately connected to all of
creation. As he himself puts it: “I discovered
the presence of God, a new presence, a
different presence. Not just the feeling of
goodness, but God as a person. I felt Him
close to me. He is in creation, in people. I
felt Him inside of me; I felt His love for all
people. I felt that it is love that is important;
and if Jesus gave Himself, the only way for
me to say thank you was to give myself as
a consecrated person.” That was the beginning of his conversion which led to the
beginning of his vocation as a Franciscan
friar. That vocation became clear when he
saw a film about St Francis and learned
that St Francis himself, who lived 800 years
before in the nearby town of Assisi, had
had a similar experience. Friar Alessandro
went to a friary and inquired what he must
do to become a friar, only to be told that he
was to finish what he had begun. And that
is what Alessandro proceeded to do in
order to become Friar Alessandro: he con5

tinued and completed his studies in
Perugia. But that event, he told Italian
chronicler Gianpaolo Masotti, “I touched
with my hand and it changed my life forever.”
Learning the Fundamentals
With a rueful smile, Friar Alessandro tells
me that his town of some 500 inhabitants
is now one fewer since his departure to
live with the friars. It is evident how much
Alessandro loves his town and his family
and the small house where he and his sister, his parents, and his four grandparents
lived when he was growing up. “Eight people”, he says, “within 90 square metres, a
space that taught me to know and reverence the difference between youth and old
age, the importance of moderating my own
needs to respect the needs of others, and
to appreciate the small daily triumphs of
learning to love.” He excitedly relates how
at a young age he was fascinated by the
organ and by organ music, and how, at
age nine, with his parents’ encouragement,
he began to study in earnest. He studied
piano first, and then switched to the pipe
organ at the Morlacchi Conservatory in
Perugia, having already studied informally
for two years with his uncle. His uncle was
a demanding teacher who for those two
years wouldn’t allow Alessandro to touch
an instrument until he’d mastered solfège,
the practice of sight-reading music, and
singing the notes and their intervals correctly. “What a trial for a little boy!” Friar
Alessandro readily admits. But that insistence on learning the fundamentals
became the best foundation for his life as
a musician and as a friar. Everything must
start with a firm foundation, even his life as
an international singing star who, one
might think, leads a high-flying lifestyle as
he jets to Rome, London, Paris, and wherever his concert tours may take him.
His Greatest Lesson
As an organ student, Friar Alessandro
became quite the expert, and quite a little
show-off in the way he’d play with a flourish of the hands and shake of the head,
especially at the climax of a passage and
at the end of a piece. Then one day, when
he felt quite proud of himself playing for his
organ and composition teacher, Wijnand
Van de Pol, he finished with a particularly
grand flourish. His maestro said: “And
what was that little display all about?”
Abashed, Alessandro said: “Well, I’ve been

watching and been inspired by the great
organists and how they play for effect.”
“Oh, have you? Well, it’s evident, then, that
you’ve learned little about what it means to
be an organist. It’s not about you! It’s
about the music. Don’t waste your time
learning to play music until you’ve learned
to be humble and reverent before the
music that you are channelling.” This, Friar

It took two years of agonising work and
worry that he wouldn’t graduate because
his voice continued to be trapped somewhere inside him. Then one day, at the
very end of his studies, in an experience
not unlike that of his conversion, his voice
suddenly broke forth in a rich tenor that
surprised him with a new sound coming, it
seemed, from his diaphragm and not just

A conversion:
“I felt God’s love and
His love for all people.”

Alessandro says, is the greatest lesson he
learned from the man he calls his true
musical master. It’s not just about technique and mechanical expertise; it’s about
humbly entering into the mystery and
beauty of the music itself.
Finding His Voice
Friar Alessandro says that he had two
great teachers: Van de Pol and Gabriella
Rossi, who asked him one day to sing for
her. She felt he had a voice somewhere
inside him, but at the moment it was a
small, weak voice. Would he consider
studying voice with her? The move would
mean his voice would need to be found
and trained, which would also mean
switching majors in the midst of his studies, from organ to voice, from Van de Pol
to Rossi. All of this Alessandro finally did
with sadness in leaving Van de Pol, who
ended up giving his blessing to the move.

from his vocal cords. “I found my voice”,
Friar Alessandro says. “I passed the exam
with distinction. I began to love opera. I
met a friar who introduced me to the
voices of the great tenors. I joined the
Order and, when I was a postulant, I told
my spiritual director that I would now stop
singing. ‘I just want to be a friar, to work
and pray with the others.’ But my director
said: ‘No, you will continue. It is a talent
from God; you can’t refuse it.’ So I continued to sing, even doing concerts. Then my
director said: ‘Now you are going to stop
singing.’ At first it was hard, but then I felt
a new strength because I discovered that
the music was still there inside of me.
God’s gift was in my heart. When I woke
up in the morning, in my heart I heard
melodies. This had been a test, and when
my director saw that I was at peace with
this sacrifice, he told me that in two
months I could continue singing in public
St Anthony Brief
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again. I then made my First Profession of
vows and began to prepare for Final
Profession.” Except there was a glitch.
Years of Discernment
“Just then I had a vocational crisis”,
explains Alessandro matter-of-factly. “I no
longer believed in my vocation as a friar.
It’s a mystery to me why.” After much discussion with his director, Alessandro took
a leave of absence from the friars. “I
decided, like St Francis, to live like a hermit, in solitude. I continued singing,
though, and woodworking and restoring
musical instruments. They were three long,
torturous years. I would sing every day
and weep every day, and the years felt like
a self-punishment. But though the journey
was not easy, I finally felt I had to be a
friar. And I knew I could both sing and be a
friar, so I re-entered the Order and made
my Final Vows in 2009.”
A Turn Toward Fame
Today music and fraternal life with his
brothers occupy Friar Alessandro’s days
within his Franciscan fraternity, where he
still plays the organ but now also practises
singing for hours during the week. He also
gives an occasional solo singing concert.
It was after one evening of such a concert in Perugia that something momentous
happened. He was told that an English
gentleman would like to speak with him.
Another new birth was about to take place.
The Englishman, it turned out, was Mark
Pinder; he is the agent of the legendary
audio producer/engineer Mike Hedges,
whose work was nominated four successive years at the Grammys. Hedges is the
man who discovered The Priests, a singing
trio of priests from Northern Ireland. The
man who worked as part of the musical
team for the film Harry Potter and the
Goblet of Fire, and the man whose credits
include U2. And now, through Mark Pinder,
he was about to discover the “Voice from
Assisi”, the young Franciscan, Friar
Alessandro Brustenghi.
Pinder asked Friar Alessandro if he
would be willing to sing in Assisi before a
panel of experts from Decca Recordings,
stunning the young friar, who was both
surprised and excited. He knew he could
not make that decision on his own. The
decision would have to come from his
Franciscan brothers, which in the end, it
did. His superiors acquiesced and said that
if only one person was converted by
Oct/Nov 2014

Gift: “The music is inside of me.
God’s gift in my heart.”
Alessandro’s voice, then it would be good
and worthwhile. The concert in Assisi led
to the panel inviting Friar Alessandro to
London to be introduced as their new
recording artist before Decca representatives from 25 countries gathered there for
the 2012 International Decca Conference
in Westminster. Again, Friar Alessandro
was given the permission which led to
recording Voice from Assisi, a CD that
rose to the top of the charts in the
Christian and Gospel category for 2012.
Sharing the Gospel
But from the very beginning his superiors
saw the dangers in what they were giving
permission for. So when Decca offered to
provide an agent for Friar Alessandro, they
said no. Friar Alessandro has a friar as his
companion wherever he goes, and they
must always stay in a friary, not a hotel,
when they travel. They chose as Friar
Alessandro’s companion Friar Eunan, who,
as a lawyer, has the expertise necessary
to study contracts and the steady hand to
be a good companion, guide, secretary,
and point-man for Friar Alessandro’s dealings with Decca, the press, and his fans.
Friar Eunan tells me that their ministry is to
transmit the Christian message in how
they relate to one another and others, and
to also transmit the Franciscan message,
and preserve fraternity with their brothers
at the Portiuncula, who look after their

chores when they are on the road. When
they are not on the road, they are to enter
into the life of the fraternity and its ministries. And because of Friar Alessandro’s
vow of poverty, all profits from concerts
and royalties go to fund the Franciscans’
charitable initiatives and ministries.
The Franciscan lifestyle and the daily
schedule of prayer and work at the friary
are what Friar Alessandro continues to
embrace. He continues extra hours of
voice exercises as he prepares for recordings. But these practices are not solely
about voice exercise. Friar Alessandro’s is
not just a voice as a natural gift or a cultivated, trained instrument, though it is both
of these. Rather, his voice strives to be an
instrument of the peace and joy of saying
yes to God and all of God’s creatures, calling them, as did his father St Francis, his
brothers and sisters. “Twenty years have
passed” since his profound conversion,
Alessandro told chronicler Masotti. “Finally,
I am no longer focused so much on
myself… I live in a world that is not my
work, but a gift of the love of God.” It is this
spirit, the spirit within him and within the
Franciscan fraternity out of which he sings,
that makes Friar Alessandro’s voice different and distinctive.
From St. Anthony Messenger
magazine, used by permission
of Franciscan Media,
www.FranciscanMedia.org n
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Gerald
Evans
OFM,
a
missionary
in Panama,
discovers
God’s
presence
in the
little ones
of this
world.

God’s
Pleading
Glance
from the
World’s
Margins

M

y first encounter with the Indian
populations of Panama was a
curious incident which occurred
many years ago on a visit to the province
of Chiriquí to give the friars of Panama
their annual retreat. I was at the bus station buying a ticket for my return journey to
Costa Rica, when all of a sudden I became
aware of someone tugging on the cord of
my habit. On looking down I was very surprised and amused to see two little Indian
children playing very happily with the cord.
Their mother was sitting watching nearby
in a corner of the terminal. She too was
amused. Engaging verbally with many of
the Indian population is not easy, since few
speak Spanish. However there is a communication far deeper than words connecting human beings which begins with
acceptance and respect. Somehow I felt
that connection present in this instance.
However the incident left me pensive.
What was it that led to that connection?
The Indian populations of Chiriquí do not
as a rule engage either with the Latino
population much less with foreigners like
me. Even if they do, their engagement is
never spontaneous. They go about their
business in a solitary and silent fashion.
So what triggered this connection? To this
day the only answer which comes to mind
is the Franciscan habit. Deep down in the
DNA of these people the Franciscan habit
must resonate a connection in the remote
past with a presence that was respectful
and caring – a presence that defended
their cause against the oppression of the
conqueror; a presence that was brother to
them and friend. I returned to Costa Rica

with the experience of connection resonating within me.
Two years ago, I was assigned to the
parish of Dolega in Chiriqui, Panama. On
arrival at a new destination, I have always
found that first impressions do have their
place of importance. It is the things that
stand out, that capture my attention that
have particular significance for me, that
intuitively draw me. As time passes we
become accustomed to what at first stands
out and become for us just part of the
environment. What has always drawn me
over my lifetime has been pleading
glances from the margins of our world
inviting me to insert myself and engage
therein. It is an aspect of Jesus and indeed
Francis which has continually fascinated
me. Neither presented themselves as theologians expounding doctrines on the
nature of God but rather contemplated,
pointed to and engaged with God’s active
presence in everything and everyone.
Neither saw any particular privileged person, place or thing as sacred. Rather they
saw the sacred presence of God in everybody and in all things. We see Jesus constantly looking with that deeper look and
inviting people to look deeper. The para-

bles are all simple but give us deep
lessons on how to look and listen deeper
into the presence of God in the depths of
everyone and everything. Many of Jesus’
miracles centred on returning sight to the
blind and hearing to the deaf – always
pointing to a deeper sight, that is to say
insight, and to a deeper hearing, that is to
say listening.
Deeply Moving Glances
As Leonardo Boff reminds us in his book
The Transparency of Things God is not
only transcendent and immanent but also
transparent. That is to say, God is present
in everyone and everything; everyone and
everything reflects the presence of God.
Both Jesus and Francis discovered, contemplated and engaged with the divine
presence especially and ironically in brokenness, imperfection and disorder. Both
lived and taught compassion and empathy
and their influence as the secret source of
life’s great integrating and healing force.
Indeed the margins and its poor, rather
than the centre, were ironically the privileged centre point and meeting place for
the human being’s engagement with God
for both Jesus and Francis.
St Anthony Brief
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For me the pleading glances from the
margins in El Salvador came from the
communities of refugees from the country’s
war-torn zones, living in abject misery in
refugee camps and on the margins of our
parish. Also from the committee of the
mothers of the disappeared in San
Salvador who had lost their greatest treasure, their children, but not their courage
and hope to be silent witnesses crying in
the wilderness for a more just and
accountable society. In Guatemala it was
the poor families of the villages surrounding our novitiate and the poor of our
immense parishes of that terribly beautiful
country. In Costa Rica it was the lonely
glances of the street people pleading to be
loved and cared for gazing from their cardboard street abodes. In Dolega, Panama, it
was the mysterious, enigmatic, fleeting
glances of the Indian women in my direction as they slowly laboured home at dusk
along the dusty road through the square of
our village carrying their heavy burdens
followed by their little children. I say “their
mysterious and enigmatic glance” as it is
quite impossible to describe the riot of feelings those glances, though fleeting,
invoked and provoked in me – a combination of curiosity, judgment appeal, suffering
vulnerability, desperation. In short a deeply
moving and challenging glance. I always
felt they passed through our Latino town
as unwanted pilgrims and strangers and
not natives as they most truly are. The
tragic history of colonisation had marginalised them in their own land. With the
passing of time, I came to realise that their
mysterious and enigmatic glance communicated this sad state of affairs.
As I watched them, it occurred to me
how deeply contrasting those enigmatic
glances were to the beautifully bright
colours and significant hand-embroidered
designs of the native costumes they wore.
The hidden significance of that detail only
revealed itself as I began to engage and
journey along with them. As ever, one has
to go among and engage with the other to
understand their world. The human person communicates in a language way
beyond words. A culture which has been
humiliated and silenced will always find
ways of expressing its dignity and deep
cultural identify. Wearing the Indian costume is one way of expressing this identity. The bright colours express the hope
and optimism of these women in the
midst of their suffering.
Oct/Nov 2014

Dignity: a culture that has been silenced.
Before the Altar
As time passed I wondered and I asked
myself over and over again where this
continued contact with these Indian
women, still at a distance, was leading and
drawing me to. Little by little the answer
began to reveal its secret.
One rainy, dark, wintery afternoon I
was sitting in our chapel savouring the
silence of the moment and at the same
time contemplating our altar piece. It is a
17th century carved work of art, sadly at
this moment in deplorable condition. One
of the elderly ladies of the parish, an exteacher, who was praying there, drew
close to me and enquired as to whether I
understood the deep significance of the
details of the altar piece. Something told
me that the teacher was about to reveal a
very significant thing to me. She invited me
to draw close to the altar and to share with
her what I observed. The altar piece had
many details but what captured my attention was the very large engraving of the
sun on one side and the moon on the
other. “But what draws your attention in
both the sun and moon”, she enquired. I
drew closer but couldn’t give her a reply
other than my observation of the two
engravings. “Draw closer and I will
explain”, she replied. “The moon is
engraved with the face of a Spanish
woman and the sun with the face of an
Indian man. In the centre of the altar is the

figure of St Francis. The message Fray is
very simple. It is the invitation of St Francis,
at the centre of our lives as a community,
inviting us to live together, both Latinos and
Indians, as brothers and sisters.”
I was stunned and at the same time
deeply perplexed. What had happened to
that relationship of integration and reconciliation among peoples that St Francis sought
to promote by sending his friars to these
frontier territories during colonial times?
Why did I see no Indian families in Dolega
at religious celebrations or for that matter in
the chapels of the surrounding villages we
attend pastorally? What had happened to
that relationship obviously at the heart of
the earlier missions of the friars in these
lands? Why was there no pastoral attention
to the Indian native populations on the part
of the friars? Why do they flock to the evangelical sects? My mind was awash with
questions all loosely hanging with seemingly no answers. I asked the lady to
enlighten me and she just shrugged her
shoulders and replied: “I don’t know Fray, I
just don’t know.” I can only speak for myself
but I took that experience as an invitation to
begin to reconnect with the Franciscan
charism by way of a re-engagement with
the Indian populations in our parish. I wondered how to make a connection with this
reality. I didn’t have long to wait.
To be continued –
this is the first in a series of three articles.
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From Kinshasa,
Congo,
Franciscan
Sister
Clotilde
Kasowa
Boma FMM
writes of the
Luzolo Centre
for specially
challenged
people, and
of one client,
the young man,
Rivoly.

Luzolo Centre:
Giving hope to children.

Why Not Give Him Praise?
T

his care centre for handicapped
and often neglected children has
been in existence since1976 in the
tourist city of Boma. This school was created so that children with handicaps living
in the city might find improvement through
physical, psychological and social rehabilitation. With time, the school, the Luzolo
Centre, became an integrated school,
although it maintained its special purpose.
This is why children with handicaps and
“normal” children from poor families are
living side-by-side with one another. As a
matter of fact, there is both teaching tailored to specialised needs and teaching
structured according to the national programme. In order not to favour one category at the expense of the other, the “normal” children follow the primary cycle until
they are awarded their certificate, and
then go on to secondary and higher studies. The children with a motor handicap,
that has not affected their intellectual
capacity, study with the others. This does
not create any problems with respect to
adaptation.

Adapted
With regard to the teaching adapted to
special needs, in the name of equality of
opportunity and of human rights, there is
no age limit. In general, we accept youngsters from five to 25 years of age. The oldest ones are accepted in the centre for as
long as they wish to stay. They stop coming when they get tired of it or when their
family leaves Boma for another city or village. In many cases, the parents prefer
that their older children spend their time at
the school rather than wandering in the
streets at the risk of being victims of
abuse. It also happens that the school
asks the parents to keep them at home
when their behaviour represents a danger
for other children. However, this latter is
rarely the case, since most of these children are very affectionate and closely
attached; they like to have company.
When there is a new case, he or she
undergoes a test that permits the identification of the handicap, so the child may
be directed to either primary or specialised
education. Specialised education is pre-

sented in the following manner. First
preparatory year: in this class are those
with psychomotor problems, language difficulties, behavioural problems or those suffering from Down Syndrome. At the end of
one school year, if there has been
progress, the child moves into the second
preparatory year. Second preparatory year:
on this level, what was received in the
beginning is strengthened. When the result
is favourable, the child is guided to the first
year of primary education; special attention
is required on the part of the teacher. In the
two preparatory classes, the courses
emphasise psychomotor skills.
Rivoly
This year, seeing that the older boys and
girls were becoming quite numerous and
they were not leaving, we regrouped them
in one classroom. These are the ones that
were not able to cross the threshold of the
two preparatory classes and the first year
of primary education. They know the rules
of hygiene and of courtesy and know how
to protect themselves from danger, even
St Anthony Brief
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though most of them have problems with
the dimensions of space and time.
Among them we have the famous
Rivoly who is 24 years old. He began
attending our institution at the age of
seven. A good person and handsome,
very polite young man, he is loved by
many in his section of the city and in other
sections. He is able to count to five; the
rest is left to your imagination. He knows
all the letters that spell his name and surname, but it is a real problem for him to
write them. He suffers from a severe mental deficiency which renders him unstable
and subject to memory loss. That is more
noticeable in activities requiring an intellectual and manual formation. However,
he is aware of all that happens in the diocese and in the life of the Church. It is with
great exactitude he gives information
about the diocese; he knows quite a few
of the priests and the names of their
parishes, but also the FMM Sisters who
replaced one another as head of the
school. Present at all the meetings held

for young people and for the ceremonies
in the diocese, he is quite independent
and disturbs no one; he follows the
Masses with unflagging attention and
composes spontaneous prayer intentions
related to the daily readings. He loves all
that relates to spiritual life. Nothing else
appeals to him, nor offers him an occasion
to show interest.
Praise the Lord
His plan is to become a priest, the chaplain of Luzolo Centre, and when he
speaks of that, it is with passion and often
with expressions such as these: “When I
am the chaplain, I will pray to the Holy
Spirit so that all those impossibly retarded
ones stop troubling the Directress and the
teachers.” “I am mentally retarded and the
others are just plain retarded.” When he
points out the difference between the two,
he says: “I do not slobber. I have a very
small problem with my memory, but the
others slobber.” When they hear that, the
others clap and laugh loudly, and he him-

self, raising his arm and two fingers in a
victory sign, goes out of the classroom
with his followers. When they are asked to
return to the classroom, Rivoly says: “Now
is the time to praise God for everything!
Why not give Him praise?” And he always
adds: “Lord, when will you open up my
memory so that I may serve you as a
priest, your servant?” Although the others
go into the classroom, he remains walking
about here and there, observing nature,
like a contemplative.
With the Sisters in our community, we
are thinking of directing him to the catechesis of persons living with a handicap, but
how can he do that without a minimum of
instruction and formation? Yes, why not
give praise to God, who puts in our heart
the desire to collaborate with His work.
Why not give Him praise for what we are!
Why not love Him, adore Him and serve
Him. The psalmist also says: “We who are
the living, let us bless the Lord!” n
From the magazine, Meeting Space,
www.fmm.org

Special Papal Blessing for the
Year of the Holy Name of Jesus
As part of the Jubilee Year of the Holy Name of
Jesus, Pope Francis has granted a Special Papal
Blessing which will be given at a Mass to be broadcast over the radio from the Poor Clare Monastery in
Galway. This blessing is unique in that it can be given
only once during the year and can only be given by
Bishop Martin Drennan of Galway.
“We were delighted when we heard of this. Pope
Francis granted that a blessing would be given in his
name. In effect, it is the same as if Pope Francis himself said the Mass and gave the blessing”, said Sr
Paul, Abbess of the Poor Clare Monastery in Galway.
“He has nominated our bishop to give this blessing
and it is valid for those who tune into it over RTE
radio. The fact that the Mass will also be transmitted
over the internet means that even our friends abroad
can join us on this special occasion.”
The special indulgence granted for the Year of the
Holy Name of Jesus may be gained under the usual
conditions, by those who tune into the broadcast.
The Mass will broadcast on RTE Radio 1 on Sunday,
November 23, 2014 (The Feast of Christ the King) at
11.00am.
Oct/Nov 2014
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Church Brief
“Help My People Stay”
“The Christian presence in the Middle East
must be protected at all costs. We are
strong in our faith, rooted in our history. We
have been here for 2000 years. We refuse
to go!” That is the message proclaimed by
Bishop Elias Sleman of the Catholic
Maronite Church in Syria. He is on a mission to get the support of Catholics in the
USA and Europe to help provide his people
with the means to return home, make a
new start, or simply stay put. Though he
acknowledges that “radical Islamists are
hunting down everyone who belongs to the
Cross”, he refuses to leave and urges his
flock to stay with him and make the most of
remaining pockets of relative peace in
Syria. “In this land we lack everything today,
but we have the one thing that matters, the
treasure hidden in the field: our faith in the
Lord,” he says. The bishop is asking for the
funds that will provide his people with
means of livelihood. “Help us to sanctify our
land, this earth, with the work of our hands,”
the bishop says. Staying home is these
Christians’ birthright and their presence is a
blessing for all the people of Syria. “We
cannot allow the land to be without
Christians, because the Christian presence
helps Muslims to be moderate”, says the
bishop, adding that “the environment of
Islam benefits from the engagement with
the Christian faith, which ensures, of
course, also our own openness with regard
to the Muslim world. Christians are peacemakers. Help us stay,” Bishop Sleman
pleaded.

Christians in Iraq
Christian communities have been a part of
present day Iraq since the beginning of
Christianity. However, in recent years the
multiple political conflicts in Iraq have
resulted in their displacement and emigration. Now, in recent months, the IS jihadists
have forced hundreds of thousands from
religious minorities, among which there are
about one hundred thousand Christians, to
leave their homes. Christians were left with
three choices: convert to Islam, pay jizya (a
poll tax levied on non-Muslims), or die at
the hands of the IS militants. IS marked
Christian houses in Mosul with the phrase

“property of the Islamic State” and an
Arabic mark for “Nazirite”.
The head of Iraq’s assembly of
Catholic bishops has criticised indifference
and ineffective action by the international
community and Muslims in the face of
atrocities carried out against Christians
and other religious minorities in Iraq.
Patriarch Louis Raphael Sako observed
that actions by the international community
towards Iraq have so far “made no real
change in the course of events and the
fate of these affected people is still at
stake, as if these people are not part of
the human race.”

Pope in South Korea
Pope Francis’ visit to South Korea (14 -18
August) has left "an indelible mark" on the
whole nation. However "the most significant
moment, which will remain engraved in the
memory of all Koreans, is the visit to the
Village of Flowers, where he met, embraced
and cherished the abandoned children and
the disabled". This is what Peter Kang U-il,
Bishop of Cheju, believes. The bishop
explained that at the Village of Flowers in
Seoul the Pope wanted to greet each person
one by one, and he spent much more time
than expected there. For this reason he had

Iraq: a terrible persecution
He added the “same is true” with
regard to the Muslim community, whose
statements have not been “according to
our expectation, knowing that Christians
have contributed and fought for this country, living in partnership with their Muslim
brothers alongside the Islamic civilisation.”
“What has happened is terrible and
horrific, therefore we need an urgent and
effective international support from all the
people of good will to save the Christians
and Yezidis, genuine components of Iraqi
society, from extinction, knowing that
silence and passivity will encourage IS
fundamentalists to commit more atrocities! The question is who will be the
next?”

to skip the celebration of Vespers in his
encounter with the religious. Pope Francis
said that it is important to pray, but what is
equally important is the attention to the last,
the little ones of this world. What will this
approach leave for the Church in Korea?
"For us it means that spirituality should be
combined with the attention to others, especially the marginalised.” Indeed, in such a
prosperous, status-oriented society, Pope
Francis’ actions were a challenge to all.
“Among other significant moments, there
was the embrace of the families of the victims of the Sewol ferry disaster. He simply
embraced and shared their suffering.
Without words, but remaining a few minutes
next to them, he sent a strong sign of spiritual closeness that we will not forget.” n
St Anthony Brief

12

World Mission
Day takes place on
19 October. Pope
Francis reflects
on the abiding and
urgent mission to
share the Gospel
with the nations.
Mission:
“Seized evermore by
the love of Jesus
and the passion
to share it.”

Joy Constantly Reborn
T

oday vast numbers of people still
do not know Jesus Christ. For
this reason the mission to the
nations continues to be most urgent. All
the members of the Church are called to
participate in this mission, for the Church
is missionary by her very nature: she
was born “to go forth”. World Mission
Day is a privileged moment when the
faithful of various continents engage in
prayer and concrete gestures of solidarity in support of the young Churches in
mission lands. It is a celebration of grace
and joy. A celebration of grace –
because the Holy Spirit, sent by the
Father, offers wisdom and strength to
those who are obedient to His action. A
celebration of joy – because Jesus
Christ, the Father’s Son, sent to evangelise the world, supports and accompanies our missionary efforts.
The Father is the source of joy. The
Son is the manifestation of that joy, and
the Holy Spirit is its giver. The joy of the
Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who
encounter Jesus. Those who accept His
offer of salvation are set free from sin,
sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness.
With Christ, joy is constantly born anew.
Humanity greatly needs to lay hold of
the salvation brought by Christ. His disci-
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ples are those who allow themselves to
be seized ever more by the love of Jesus
and marked by the fire of passion for the
Kingdom of God and the proclamation of
the joy of the Gospel. All the Lord’s disciples are called to nurture the joy of evangelisation.
Many parts of the world are experiencing a dearth of vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life. Often this
is due to the absence of contagious
apostolic fervour in communities which
lack enthusiasm and thus fail to attract.
The joy of the Gospel is born of the
encounter with Christ and from sharing
with the poor. For this reason I encourage parish communities, associations
and groups to live an intense fraternal
life, grounded in love for Jesus and concern for the needs of the most disadvantaged. Wherever there is joy, enthusiasm
and a desire to bring Christ to others,
genuine vocations arise. Among these
vocations, we should not overlook lay
vocations to mission. There has been a
growing awareness of the identity and
mission of the lay faithful in the Church,
as well as a recognition that they are
called to take an increasingly important
role in the spread of the Gospel.
Consequently they need to be given suit-

able training for the sake of an effective
apostolic activity.
“God loves a cheerful giver” (2
Corinthians 9:7). World Mission Day is
also an occasion to rekindle the desire
and the moral obligation to take joyful
part in the mission ad gentes – to the
nations. A monetary contribution on the
part of individuals is the sign of a selfoffering, first to the Lord and then to others; in this way a material offering can
become a means for the evangelisation
of humanity built on love.
Dear brothers and sisters, on World
Mission Day my thoughts turn to all the
local Churches. Let us not be robbed of
the joy of evangelisation! I invite you to
immerse yourself in the joy of the Gospel
and nurture a love that can light up your
vocation and your mission. I urge each of
you to recall, as if you were making an
interior pilgrimage, that “first love” with
which the Lord Jesus Christ warmed your
heart, not for the sake of nostalgia but in
order to persevere in joy. The Lord’s disciples persevere in joy when they sense
His presence, do His will and share with
others their faith, hope and evangelical
charity.
The full text of the Pope’s Message can
be found on www.vatican.va n
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Fr Thomas Rosica CSB puts forward the
Christian vision that counteracts the
growing call for euthanasia
in many countries.

All God’s Masterpieces!

T

he mainstream media in many
Western countries has caused
great confusion about the topic of
euthanasia and has been extremely
deceptive in its portrayal of human suffering and compassion. Most people who
think that euthanasia and assisted suicide
should be legal are not thinking the whole
issue through. They are thinking about
personal autonomy and choice. They think
about what it would be like to suddenly
become incapacitated and consider such
a life as undignified or worthless. Perhaps
they consider severely disabled people as
having no quality of life. Our dignity and
quality of life don’t come from what we
can or cannot do. Dignity and quality of
life are not matters of efficiency, proficiency and productivity. They come from a
deeper place – from who we are and how
we relate to each other.
The notion that euthanasia and/or
assisted suicide can be a reality for us in
the Western world should come as a
wake-up call to us all, not just because of
the notion that all life is sacred from conception to natural death, but simply
because of whom such a law would affect
most, the most vulnerable; the chronically
ill, who are a strain on the healthcare system; the elderly who have been aban-

doned and who have no one to speak on
their behalf, and who feel they may be a
burden to others; and the disabled who
have to fight every day to maintain their
own integrity and dignity.
Our society has lost sight of the sacred
nature of human life. As Catholic Christians
we are deeply committed to the protection
of life from its earliest moments to its final
moments. When people today speak about
a “good death”, they usually refer to an
attempt to control the end of one’s life,
even through physician-assisted suicide or
euthanasia. The Christian notion of a good
death, however, is death not as a good
end, but a good transition, that requires
faith, proper acceptance and readiness.
The Strong and the Weak
What is wrong with abortion, euthanasia,
embryo selection, and embryonic research
is not the motives of those who carry them
out. So often, those motives are, on the
surface, compassionate: to protect a child
from being unwanted, to end pain and suffering, to help a child with a life-threatening disease. But in all these cases, the terrible truth is that it is the strong who
decide the fate of the weak; human beings
therefore become instruments in the
hands of other human beings.

St John Paul II taught us how to
respect the frail and the vulnerable. Nine
years ago, as he died before the eyes of
the entire world, John Paul showed us
true dignity in the face of death. Rather
than hide his infirmities, as most public figures do, he let the whole world see what
he went through in the final phase of his
life. He offered us a paradoxical image of
happiness. Who can say his life was not
fruitful in those last months? Who did not
feel the paradoxical influence of his presence, when his voice was muted?
We must never lose sight of the atrocities against the unborn, the untold and
too-seldom spoken of pain and lingering
anguish experienced by those who have
been involved in abortions. Nor can we
ignore the other great challenge faced by
humanity today – the serious question of
mercy killing, or euthanasia as it is sometimes called, no longer found in abstract
cases and theories.
This issue strikes to the very core of
who we are and what we believe. Even
when not motivated by the refusal to be
burdened with the life of someone who is
suffering, euthanasia must be called a
false and misguided mercy. True compassion leads to sharing another’s pain, not
killing the person whose suffering we canSt Anthony Brief
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not bear. The best way to know if we are
still in any way a Christian society is to see
how we treat our most vulnerable people,
the ones with little or no claim on public
attention, the ones without visible beauty,
strength or intelligence.
The Duty to Die
Human life and human dignity encounter
many obstacles in the world today. When
life is not respected, should we be surprised that other rights will sooner or later
be threatened? If we look carefully at the
great dramas of the last century, we see
that as free markets toppled Communism,
exaggerated consumerism and materialism
infiltrated our societies and cultures. Aging
populations, especially in the West, and
resulting smaller workforces are now creating a market push towards euthanasia. St
John Paul II wrote: “A right to die will
inevitably give way to the duty to die.”
The word “compassion” literally means
to suffer with. We should be reassuring
those who suffer, even though they are
physically broken, that they have dignity
and are cherished members of our human
family. In the words of Pope Francis: “Even
the weakest and most vulnerable, the sick,
the old, the unborn and the poor, are masterpieces of God’s creation, made in his
own image, destined to live forever, and
deserving of the utmost reverence and
respect.”
In contrast, more and more a message
is being sent to those who are chronically
ill, disabled or dying that their lives are a
burden and it would be better for everyone
if they were dead. This viewpoint was
explicitly stated by Lady Warnock, a supporter of the assisted suicide bill in the UK,
when she declared: “If you're demented,
you're wasting people's lives – your family's lives – and you're wasting the
resources of the National Health Service…
Actually I've just written an article called 'A
Duty to Die?' for a Norwegian periodical. I
wrote it really suggesting that there's nothing wrong with feeling you ought to do so
for the sake of others as well as yourself."
Perhaps this is why groups representing
the disabled are so vigorously opposed to
the assisted suicide legislation, fearing that
what initially is an option to die will quickly
deteriorate into a perceived duty to die.

February, Pope Francis wrote about a
very current theme, dear to the Church.
“In our society there is a tyrannical dominance of an economic logic that excludes
and at times kills, and of which nowadays
we find many victims, starting with the
elderly”. He affirmed that we see the existence of a “throwaway” culture in which
those who are excluded are not only
exploited but also rejected and cast aside.
In the face of this discrimination, Pope
Francis considered the anthropological
question of the value of man and of what
may be the basis of this value. “Health is
without doubt an important value, but it
does not determine the value of a person.
Furthermore, health is not by itself a guarantee of happiness, which may indeed be
experienced even by those in a precarious
state of health.” Therefore, he added:
“Poor health and disability are never a
good reason to exclude or, worse, eliminate a person; and the most serious deprivation that the elderly suffer is not the

weakening of the body or the consequent
disability, but rather abandonment, exclusion, and a lack of love.”
The Pope emphasised the importance
of listening to the young and the old whenever we wish to understand the signs of
the times, and commented that: “A society
is truly welcoming to life when it recognises its value also in old age, in disability,
in serious illness, and even when it is at
its close; when it teaches that the call to
human realisation does not exclude suffering but instead teaches to see in the sick
and suffering a gift to the entire community, a presence that calls for solidarity and
responsibility.”
As Catholics and Christians, we have
a responsibility to confront the intrusion of
euthanasia in our societies – especially if
we are to understand our moral obligation
as caregivers for incapacitated persons,
and our civic obligation to protect those
who lack the capacity to express their will
but are still human, still living, and still
deserving of equal protection under the
law. There can be no true peace unless
life is defended and promoted.
From zenit.org n

Cherished: the opposite to
the “throwaway” culture

Cherishing All Life
In a very powerful message addressed to
the Pontifical Academy for Life this past
Oct/Nov 2014
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e Camino of Life
a fresh look

M

any of us are familiar with the
Camino or 500 mile walk to
Compostela. In fact as I write
I know several people who are on that
road right now or have recently completed some, or all, of that famous journey. The Camino began as a pilgrimage
to the relics of the Apostle James,
interred in the grand old Cathedral of
Santiago de Compostela. Ever since
his grave was discovered in 800AD,

sr mary burke, fmDm

hundreds of thousands of the great and
good have trod the path across northern Spain, making the Camino the most
famous pilgrimage in the world. It is a
journey which can be undertaken in
many ways, a segment at a time, the
whole 500 miles over a period of four to
six weeks or even a week a year for
those who prefer to do it that way. For
many it is a life-changing experience,
meeting others, sharing the joys and

sorrows of life’s pilgrimage and experiencing the kindness of strangers and
the beauty of creation.
For some of the real Camino pilgrims whom I have spoken to it has
been a journey which has deepened
their faith, for others who went expecting silence and serenity it turned out to
be a walk of constant encounter with
others which, though not what they had
planned or expected, brought a fullness

Sr Mary Burke FMDM, whose articles have been so appreciated these
past several years, says farewell to our readers.
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and friendship dimension to the journey
which filled them with gratitude. For a
few, however, as with the Camino of
Life, it proved to be disappointing; their
expectations were different to the reality as it unfolded and somehow the
reality and the dream were too far
apart for a peaceful fusion to make it a
journey to be remembered with love
and joy.
Without a Compass
The Camino reminds me that life is
indeed a journey or pilgrimage for us
all. Those who walk the Camino of
Compostela have one possible advantage over the rest of us; they know
where they will finish their journey even
if they do not know who they will meet
on the way. Hopefully they will have
trained and feel that they are fit enough
to complete the route they have
mapped out for themselves. On the pilgrimage of life, we set out without a
compass or direction and trust our-

and supporting our children as they
reach their God given potential and find
their place in the world. As our pilgrimage takes us towards our later years
we hope and strive for a certain contentment of soul and peace of mind and
heart so that we look back on life with
gratitude.
As we look toward the next life and
our hope of meeting Christ face to face
begins to raise itself in our conscious
mind, we are aware of the way in which
we look both directions, forward in hope
and often back in sadness, for such a
leave-taking always causes a tear in
our hearts.
On many a smaller scale in life we
are given a gift for a time or called to
let go of such gifts in order to make
way for a greater gift or to allow Christ
to find us at a new and deeper level.
This was true for Francis of Assisi who
during his lifetime walked both the
physical and spiritual Camino of Life.
Francis’ deep love for his brothers and

and sister in Christ. Thomas of Celano,
Francis’ biographer, tells us that Francis
was always with Jesus and saw this
same Jesus in others:
“Francis was always with Jesus –
Jesus was in his heart
Jesus was in his mouth
Jesus was in his ears
Jesus was in his eyes
Jesus was in his hands
He bore Jesus always in his whole
body.”

selves to the future God has planned
for each one of us.
Through the years of our youth and
energetic adulthood we may live each
day without a real awareness of the gift
it is to be able to make a life for ourselves which is secure and to at least
some extent happy and fulfilled. Our
middle years often see us rejoicing in

sisters often meant he needed to go
beyond his own needs and respond to
those around him. This he did with love
and with great freedom trying always to
look beyond the immediate horizon to
something greater. His desire was
always to see Christ in those around
him and to meet them wherever they
were on the Camino of Life as a brother

behold, or we can walk through life
without seeing or hearing all that is
meant to give us joy and courage.
Francis, on his pilgrimage through
life, often stopped to take stock of how
his life with the Lord was going. Part of
the joy of a pilgrimage like the Camino
is that one can stop whenever one likes
within reason! To sit and look at the
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Wisdom and Guidance
The Camino of Compostela is variously
described as a spiritual experience, as
a walking holiday, as a trekker’s delight,
as an opportunity for serenity and finding of oneself. So too our Camino of
Life offers us similar opportunities. We
can make the journey through life with
our eyes and ears open or closed. We
can, like Francis, walk, or as Francis
was prone to do, run through life with
delight in all the beauty our eyes can
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view around us, to reconnect and refocus our energies, is vital if we are to
walk with at least some certainty into
the future.
As I said earlier, those who walk the
Camino usually have a map and the
help of other travellers to guide them.
While we may not have a map we too
can always seek the wisdom and guidance of wise people. We can look to
the earthly life of Christ, Himself no
mean walker, and to the lives of saints
such as Francis to help us set our compass in the right direction.
We can ask ourselves good questions as we journey seeking to know if
we walk the road of life with love, kindness and compassion. Do we meet others on the journey with respect and a
sense that we bring the love of Christ to

them and recognise them as our fellow
pilgrims?
Different Directions
For each one of us the Camino of Life
will take us in a different direction. We
will for a time journey with some people
and then find that the circumstances of
life bring new people on to the road of
our lives. This, as I write this article, is
true for myself. I have recently been
asked to take on a new role for my own
Franciscan Congregation. And, sadly for
me, this means that on this part of my
own Camino I will no longer be able to
find the soul space, which I feel is
needed, to write for the St Anthony Brief.
It has been a joy to share my own journey with you and I am grateful to the
Lord to be able to use this gift, which is

His really, with those of you who read the
Brief.
I ask your prayers so that I may continue to walk the Camino of Life with a
heart filled with hope and with a deep
love for Christ. I thank you for reading my
articles and pray that the Lord will continue to be your guide and companion on
your own Camino of Life. Let us hold one
another in prayer as we journey towards
Him who waits for us, walks with us and
loves us – the God of the Journey.
And so I pray for each of you the
Blessing of Francis to Brother Leo:
The Lord bless you and keep you.
May He show His face to you
and have mercy.
May He turn His countenance to you
and give you peace.
The Lord bless you! n

A Book of Love and Faith
In today's world, we can
often feel at sea, unsure of
where to turn in times of
trouble. We might want to
pray, but don't know
where to start or what to
say. Here, in The Simplest
Prayer: A Book of Love and
Faith, the Irish Franciscans
show us how we can find
peace and solace through
prayer.
This book helps us to
achieve a sense of calm by
incorporating prayer into
our lives in the simplest
way and with the simplest
prayer – reaching out to
“touch” Jesus in trust –
whatever our circumstances, however we may
feel about ourselves, no
matter how feeble we think
our faith is.
This book, beautifully illustrated by the Poor Clares in
Galway, includes practical
advice on meditation and
using Jesus' own words for
help in periods of loss, grief,

gratitude, happiness, anxiety
and depression, The Simplest
Prayer shows us how we can
open ourselves to the presence of Jesus in our everyday
lives.
Jesus lived on earth and
understands our worries, our
needs and our anxieties. This
special book reminds us of
the humanity of Jesus, the
love He has for us and
assures us that even in the
darkest times, we are not
alone.
Hardcover, 196 pages.
Date of publication:
16 October 2014.
Available in all good bookstores and on amazon.com.

Proceeds from
the sale of
The Simplest Prayer
will be donated to our
Franciscan Mission
in Zimbabwe.
St Anthony Brief
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“Very truly I tell you,
unless a kernel of wheat
falls to the ground and
dies, it remains only a
single seed. But if it
dies, it produces many
seeds” (John 12:24).
Jesus was speaking shortly
before his own death – a dying in
total love that would bring life to
the world.
The grain falls into the dark earth
– all seems lost – but new life and
fruitfulness come from that very
dying. This rhythm of nature is
also the pattern of our own lives.
This dying in order to rise, this
letting go so that newness may
come – we cannot avoid it no matter how hard we try.

Reaching out
to Jesus....
in Times of
Letting Go

There is a time for being born and
a time for dying – and there are
many dyings and rebirths in our
lives.
We can attempt to cling on to
something whose time has come.
It may be a relationship, a job, a
place, our status – the list is endless. If we do, we delay the next
stage of our life; we hinder
growth because we grip so tightly.
It is time to let go, to move on. We
need to grieve what was important, even precious, to us and let
it fall gently away. Release what
needs to be released. Accept what
needs to be accepted.
Then we can be open to receive
gifts, as yet unimagined.

Jesus, it is so painful
for me to let go; help
me to surrender so
that I move into the
future in freedom.
Extract from ‘The Simplest
Prayer: A Book of Love and Faith’
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F

ranciscans are considered people
of peace rather than of war. Friars
have a deep pastoral concern for
those in trouble or potential distress. The
Irish Franciscans became involved in
World War I because of the need for
Catholic chaplains to minister to Irish
troops in the British Army. A severe shortage of Catholic chaplains became evident early in the war. Calls were made for
extra priests to join the forces. Being with
the troops in the frontline became a characteristic of Catholic chaplains. As one
reporter put it, the Church of Rome sent
a man into action mentally and spiritually
cleaned. The Church of England could
only offer a cigarette. The Church of
Rome sent its priests into the line. The
Church of England forbade them to go
forward of brigade headquarters. But not
all Church of England chaplains, once
they became aware of real needs,
obeyed this order.
One chaplain reported that, as a battalion of the Munster Fusiliers was moving into attack positions, they halted at a
wayside shrine and formed into a hollow
square. The chaplain raised his hand and
gave general absolution and all sang the
Te Deum. Often it was not possible to
find an area large enough to gather soldiers for Mass on the frontline. Places
were found a little further back where as
many men as could gathered around an
altar made of boxes and covered with a
tent or a bit of sheeting. Occasionally a
ruined building or church was available.
Before a major attack, the chaplain would
hear confessions of the men, and give
them general absolution with anointing.
During the attack the Catholic chaplains
were under orders to withdraw to the
casualty clearing stations where they
would be immediately available to the
injured or dying. The chaplains would
also seek out the dead near the frontline
and bring the bodies back for burial.
Another duty of the chaplains that
received very little notice was looking
after Catholics in prisoner-of-war camps
in the rear areas. Here, having the Mass
in Latin helped avoid linguistic problems.
A few chaplains learned enough German
to hear confessions.

Wounded
It would seem that the first Irish
Franciscan to serve as a chaplain during
World War I was Peter Bradley (1860-

Irish Friars in
World War I

Laurence (“The Admiral”) O’Neill OFM

In the centenary of the start of the First World War,
Pat Conlan OFM writes of some of the Irish
Franciscans who served as chaplains to the troops.
1948) from Derry. He joined the friars in
1879 and was ordained in 1885. He went
to South Africa to serve as a military
chaplain during the Boer War in 18991902. During this period he got a permanent commission but officially left the
Franciscans in an attempt to expedite his
appointment as a chaplain. He remained
a friar at heart. When the call came for
chaplains at the start of World War I he
went to France with the 6th Division as
part of the British Expeditionary Force,
serving with the 18th Field Ambulance.
He was based near some of the hospitals
were he could be contacted if a need
arose. He would visit three trenches during the night and two during the day,

attending to any Catholics who were
wounded. He would bury the dead from the
hospitals during the day and those from the
trenches after dusk. He said two Masses
each Sunday at a site a little bit back from
the front trenches. He visited and said
Mass in at least two prisoner-of-war
camps. Fr Bradley was mentioned in dispatches several times and wounded during
the fighting around Loos in
September/October 1915.
The next friar to become a chaplain
was Alfred Clarke (1884-1959). Ordained
in 1908, he went to the Irish Franciscan
missions in Australia and volunteered to
join the Australian Imperial Force as a
chaplain in 1914. He served mainly on the
St Anthony Brief
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Western Front and was invalided to
Ireland suffering from shell shock. He
recovered to become a happy, jolly friar
who served in many parts of Ireland
before his death.
Another friar who served as a chaplain with the Australian Imperial Force
was Denis O’Callaghan (1889-1940).
Denis went to Australia and was parish
priest in Paddington. He became a military chaplain with the Australians in
Belgium. He was wounded twice and
developed double pneumonia.
Military Cross
The next friar to become a chaplain was
John Chrysostom Dore (1879-1953). He
was Guardian in Ennis when he volunteered for military service. He served initially with the 10th (Irish) Division then
with the 26th Division in the Salonika
campaign. This forgotten part of the
Greater War involved British and French
troops in the mountains of northern
Greece, southern Bulgaria and Serbia. It
culminated in the successful Monastir
(now Bitola in Macedonia) offensive in
November 1916. Fr John Chrysostom
was awarded the Military Cross for his
dedicated service to the troops during
this campaign.
Raphael McAuliffe (1886-1915) volunteered as a military chaplain and

Alfred Clark OFM
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trained in England. He served initially in
Egypt before moving to the Western
Front where he served with the 17th
Ambulance Unit, part of the 4th Division.
Like other Catholic chaplains he served
in the trenches as well as clearing stations. In the autumn of 1915 Fr Raphael
heard that his mother was seriously ill
and got permission to go home and visit
her. Sailing home he got violently ill,
almost certainly as a result of his experiences on the frontlines, and died on 6
October before the ship got to
Southampton. The War Office in London
was prepared to transport the body to
any place that the family wished. Fr
Raphael was entitled to a full military
funeral, one of only two that took place
during World War I. The body arrived at
Limerick Railway Station on 11 October
and was met by soldiers and a military
band. The coffin was laid on a gun-carriage and set off for the friary. On arrival
at the church the trumpeters sounded the
Last Post. His funeral Mass was a major
event that brought the city to a standstill.
Fr J. Fitzgibbon, the senior chaplain,
ranked him as one of the best chaplains
who never spared himself for his men.
He went wherever they went and consequently was loved by all.
Isidore O’Meehan (1867-1919) from
Ennis joined the friars and was ordained
in 1892. Commissioned in 1915 he
served in France before moving to
Mesopotamia where he served with a
casualty clearing station. His batman
stumbled while landing from a boat at Kut
el Amara on the Tigris. His rifle went off
and killed Fr Isidore.
Francis Xavier Power (1891-1963)
from Cork joined the friars and was
ordained in 1913. He volunteered as a
chaplain and was stationed in Scotland
before moving to France and Belgium.
Leo Sheehan (1871-1940) from
Dublin joined the Irish friars and was
ordained in 1896. He was Guardian in
Killarney when he heard of the shortage
of Catholic chaplains and volunteered for
duty. He trained in England before going
to serve in the Camel Corps under
General Allenby. As such he entered
Jerusalem when it was captured in
December 1917. I have a vision of him
riding into the city on a camel while
dressed in his Franciscan habit. In reality
he wore his army uniform and had four
wheels rather than four legs under him.

John
Chrysostom
Dore OFM

Navy Chaplains
Most friars went to the army as chaplain
but three ministered with the Royal Navy.
Some chaplains sailed on ships but most
were attached to ports were ships were
based. Laurence O’Neill (1868-1949) from
Dublin joined the friars and was ordained
in 1892. He was stationed in the
Mediterranean during the war and the friars later called him “the Admiral”.
Maurice Connaughton (1889-1967)
from Ballinasloe joined the friars and studied at the Franciscan University in Rome.
There he met a Chinese Franciscan
bishop and went to Hankow where he was
ordained in 1913. He worked as a chaplain with Royal Navy boats on the Yangtse
River. Later he worked with American
Franciscans in Wuchang. Fr Maurice was
appointed Prefect Apostolic when the Irish
Franciscans opened a mission in China in
1937. Unfortunately the frontline between
the Chinese and Japanese armies ran
right through the mission and caused
many problems. The Chinese
Communists then took control of the area
and put Maurice under house arrest. He
resigned as Prefect in 1951 and spent the
rest of his life with the Franciscans in
California where he died. n

21

News from
around the . . .

Franciscan

World

The Middle East’s
Only Hope

FIrST PrOFeSSION: Brothers ronan Sharpley and Damian Casey with their Novice
Director Caoimhín Ó Laoide after they celebrated their Profession of vows in ennis friary
on 6 September. They will now spend a year at the Franciscan Study Centre in Canterbury
before returning to Ireland as they continue on the Franciscan path.

SFO PrOFeSSION: The Clonmel SFO Fraternity recently celebrated the Profession of two
members. The photo shows Isidiore Cronin OFM, Con O’Dwyer (newly professed), Mary
Clancy (local SFO Minister), eimer Kelly (newly professed) and Diarmuid Ó riain OFM.

Help support our Missionaries
Christmas Gift Bouquet €2.00 each

(Including post and packaging; no order too big or too small;
6 different designs to choose from; enrolment offering contributes to
the support of the Franciscan foreign missions.)

All enrolled are remembered at special Masses offered
daily for 1 year beginning at Christmas time.
Please send me ............ Christmas Gift Bouquet(s) at €2 each

✂

As violence in the Middle East escalates daily, the Custos of the Holy
Land has said that rather than further
discuss the problems, it's important
to look at what must be done, how
people can co-exist and raise voices
against the violence. Speaking at
Communion and Liberation's annual
gathering in Rimini, Italy, Friar
Pierbattista Pizzaballa OFM
declared: "All religious communities
have to denounce what’s happening
in Iraq and Syria.” The friar is long
considered one of the leading
Christian religious authorities in the
Middle East. “It’s not enough just to
denounce what’s happening,” he
said, “we need to give a way and a
path.”
Having recently visited Syria's
second largest city, Aleppo, the
Custos pointed out positives among
the negatives, such as collaboration
between Christians and Muslims. In
the Syrian city, he said, there isn’t
water. The only place to obtain it is
from a well, but the only ones are
either privately owned or belong to
an important institution, like a church.
Given this, the Christians and
Muslims are working together so
people can have water. “The Jesuits”,
he added, “are doing a beautiful service”, recently opening a canteen at
which nuns prepare the food, which
is brought in by Muslims.
Turning to the June Invocation for
Peace held at the Vatican with the
Israeli and Palestinian presidents, he
said that one must not think that just
because of the ongoing violence, this
event was ineffective. “In spite of the
continued fighting, it showed that it is
possible to love,” which, he continued, “is the only strength and hope
for the Middle East.”

Name: ..................................................................................................................
Address:...............................................................................................................
............................................................... Phone No. ..........................................
Please make cheque payable to: Franciscan Missionary Union and send to:
Franciscan Missionary Union, 8 Merchants Quay, Dublin 8.

✂
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St Francis and the Sultan –
A Model for Peace-Making

I

n 1219 at Damietta, Egypt, St Francis,
against great opposition from those
leading the Crusading army, set out
across no man’s land to meet Sultan Malek
al-Kamil. This experience continues to
serve as a model for peaceful dialogue
today.
Francis’ personal experience of the horror of war led to his lifelong mission to build
peace. While still a young man, Francis
served his home town of Assisi as a soldier
in battle again the nearby town of Perugia;
he saw the brutality of war up close.
The gratuity with which Francis welcomed people, treated others and interacted with creation often scandalised those
who looked on. Francis’ own trip to the
Sultan was another form of performance for
peacemaking – a truly shocking event for
all who witnessed it, Crusaders and
Muslims alike.
The message of the encounter between
Francis and the Sultan desperately needs
to be heard by a world in need of reconciliation, dialogue and a willingness to
embrace the other.
l Francis never demonised what he did
not know.
Oct/Nov 2014

He trusted in the grace of God at work
in every human encounter.
l Francis was persistent. He had the
belief that you could talk to people different than you, and sought to follow
through.
l Francis was courageous. In going into
the “enemy’s” camp Francis did not
want to die, but he was not afraid to
die either.
l Francis and the Sultan both showed
courtesy and respect, modeling the
importance of civility for dialogue.
Pope Francis knows the importance of dialogue for peace. He wrote: “If we go out to
l

encounter other people, other cultures,
other religions, we grow and we begin that
beautiful adventure called dialogue.
Dialogue is what brings peace. Peace is
impossible without dialogue. All wars, conflicts and troubles we encounter with each
other are because of a lack of dialogue. We
dialogue to meet each other, not to fight.
Dialogue involves asking the other: ‘Why do
you think this?’ or ‘Why is that culture this
way?’ then listening to the response. First
listen, then talk — that’s meekness. If you
don’t think like I do and you can’t convince
me to think like you do, that’s OK. We can
still be friends.”

WE ARE LOOKING FOR PROMOTERS OF OUR MONTHLY DRAW
We are looking for supporters of our mission who will take one book of tickets a month.
Please help us. Buy a book yourself. Write for a book to sell to your friends.
Book of 20 Tickets =€16.00. Return €10.00; keep €6.00. Thank you for supporting us
in all the ways you do already. Our Address is: 8 Merchants Quay, Dublin 8.

Please send me ............ Books for Next Draw
Name: .....................................................................................................
Address: ................................................................................................
.............................................. Phone No:..............................................

23

Father Slavko
of Medjugorje
fr tom russell, ofm

“J

esus went up the mountain
to pray” (Matthew 14:28).
My story this month concerns mountains, moving them, and, if I
may so describe him, a man mountain.
Slavko Barbaric was born in 1946 into
Tito’s communist-ruled Yugoslavia. This
Balkan region had been under the sway
of the Turkish Ottoman Empire for almost
five hundred years. The AustroHungarian Empire had moved in on the
Turks whose empire waned after the
First World War. Franciscan friars had
stayed the course with the Catholic people during the long centuries of Muslim
rule but then came the horrors of the
Second World War. Communist partisans

murdered some sixty friars, young and
old, at Siroki Brijeg on 7 February 1945.
In addition they killed many other friars in
the region today called Bosnia
Hercegovina.
Such was the troubled world in which
Marko and Luka Barbaric gave birth to a
son in 1946. They named him Slavko –
“the one who gives glory”. Living conditions were spartan as the people farmed
their tobacco and vines, and cared for
their flocks. Men emigrated mostly to
Germany to find work and to send home
money to their families. For all that, the
Croats were strongly determined people
with a deep sense of togetherness and a
deep trust in God’s providence over their
lives. Slavko was the fourth of six children but their father died when he was
only eleven years old. He was an ‘A’ student at Dubrovnik and went on to join the
Franciscan Order. He followed the normal studies as well as doing military service and was ordained in 1972. He took
a Master’s degree in theology in Graz,
Austria, in 1973. Back home he worked
as a parish curate having great success
with the youth. He was then sent to do a
doctorate in Freiburg, Germany. He also
studied psychotherapy and earned
another doctorate in that discipline. All of
this by 1982. He was now a young man
of immense promise. The seed long
since planted in family prayer was now in
full blossom.
Apparition
24 June 1981, of course, saw the apparition of Mary the Mother of Jesus to the

Fr Slavko
six young teenagers who have since
become famous. The news of the
Gospa’s – her name in Croatian – presence on the Podbrdo Hill spread like
wildfire. Some were delighted, some
were not, most were concerned. And so
the Church authorities turned to the brilliant young Fr Slavko asking him to interview and to assess the four young girls
and two boys. He devoted five months to
this exercise, published his conclusions,
and quickly became their friend, mentor
and spiritual father.
Our Lady had spoken to the children
of prayer, fasting, going to Confession,
attending Mass and changing our lives.
She came as Queen of Peace. How well
I remember one of the earlier reported
messages: “The human race stands on

Tom Russell OFM writes of the remarkable friar
Slavko Barbaric and his ministry in Medjugorje.
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the edge of a cliff. But have you forgotten
the power of prayer!”
Back in 1933 the parish priest, Fr
Bernardin Smoljan OFM, and his people
had built a large 8.5 metre Cross on top
of Mount Krizevac towering up behind
the parish church of St James. The purpose was to remember 1900 years since
Calvary. Pope Pius XI had sent a relic of
the true Cross to be placed inside the
1933 Cross. The parish celebrates the
feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
(15 September) with a Solemn Mass at
the summit each year, as do gatherings
such as the youth festival. St James’
church, Mount Krizevac and Mount
Podbrdo (apparition hill) are the main
energy centres in Medjugorje. Fr Slavko
and the friars began the three-hour
evening prayer service in the church in
1982. It continues to this day.
People from Ireland began the long
journey to Medjugorje from the earliest
years. Fr Slavko became the parish
priest there in 1991. He devoted himself
to hearing Confessions, preaching, giving talks and seminars. He mixed with
the throngs of pilgrims and just lived to
spread Our Lady’s precious messages.
He wrote many books translated into 20
languages with more than twenty million
copies sold. He spoke five languages fluently and was proficient in many more.
He dedicated all his time, energy and
gifts to the service of the Lord and His
people. He said: “If we Christians really
cared about peace, love, and the protection of young people and children from
modern ills, as much as others care
about money, power, enjoyment and success, as much as the drug dealers care
about finding a buyer, how much different
the world would look.”
Anointed
He would live through the 1990s Balkan
wars and began at the Mother’s Village to
care for the many orphans. He organised
seminars for priests and began the
annual youth festival. All these works
thrive to this day. He would broadcast on
Radio Mir (Radio Peace) daily and found
time to travel to other countries spreading
the Gospa’s message of prayer, conversion and holiness. Well we remember
how he and the visionary Vicka visited
Zimbabwe and South Africa in those
years. He began the annual peace march
from Humac to Medjugorje and worked
Oct/Nov 2014

Medjugorje, Church of St James:
A message of prayer, conversion and peace.
with Sr Elvira to begin the Cenacolo
Centre for drug addicts which he visited
daily as he did the orphans at Mother’s
Village. He himself played the piano, guitar and harmonium and helped music find
its central place in ministry in Medjugorje.
When conducting adoration he lay prostrate on his face speaking the prayers
into a mic on the ground beside him.
Like the Gospel message – his was a
constant call to true conversion of heart
and life. “If we look on at how active evil
is in the world, and say to ourselves, ‘Ah!
It’s just impossible to give up cursing or
bad habits or drinking or drugs. It’s just
impossible to forgive, or to be merciful, to
be pure or to be just.’ If we defend ourselves saying well everybody else does

it, or if we claim it’s just not possible to
fight against the spirit of the world, then
things will never change.”
St Peter said that Jesus, anointed by
the Holy Spirit, “went about doing good
because God was with Him”. We may
respectfully think of his co-worker Fr
Slavko in the light of these words. He was
a human dynamo, a born organiser like St
Maximilian Kolbe OFM Conv, a man of
action, hard to keep pace with. In spite of
that he was witty, humorous, warm and
never fazed. His work from dawn to midnight evoked admiration, wonder, consternation, wonderful cooperation and downright opposition. Even today his fellow friars ask where could he possibly have
found time to write all his books!
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His day began at 5.00am by climbing Mount Krizevac. Many thousands of
pilgrims climb Croagh Patrick the last
Sunday of July each year. Slavko
climbed the holy mountain each day. He
would descend with a bag of rubbish he
had removed from the mountain as he
walked. Likewise at the hill of the
apparition, Podbrdo, he would lead pilgrims on the Stations of the Cross up to
the Cross on the summit.
He wrote: “Without love neither the
individual, nor the family, nor the Church
exist. Nothing is of worth if there is no
love. In love everything has a value in
eternity, even a glass of cold water.”
Death
His biographer, Fr Marinko Sakota
OFM, takes us through Friday 24
November 2000. “He started his day as

usual on the mountain. When he came
down he celebrated morning Mass in
the parish church, and afterwards he
celebrated another Mass with the pilgrims from Austria. His usual talks to
the pilgrims from all parts of the world
followed. Early in the afternoon he
made his way towards Krizevac to lead
the people on the Way of the Cross. On
his way back down, having descended
a few steps from the great Cross, near
the station of the laying of Christ’s body
in the tomb, he stopped, doubled over
to the ground and died.” He was 55
years old.
A video taken that day shows him
turn around to look up towards the
Cross, just above him, wave his arm
slightly, then gently slump to the
ground. A German pilgrim, a doctor,
went to help him. He is now a Catholic

priest for two years. At his funeral his
friend, Fr Landeka OFM, said: “Those
two hills – Podbrdo and Krizevac – were
office and desk to him, his whole interior, his favourite place of prayer, his
twin peaks of pure air.”
Carmel Kelly of Dublin has just led
her 100th pilgrimage to Medjugorje in
September this year. In her words: “Fr
Slavko had a vision of what Medjugorje
should be and of what Our Lady wanted
it to be” – a holy place of prayer, conversion and peace. He realised that
vision. Cardinal Schonborn of Vienna
came on a visit. Asked why he did so
he replied that, seeing the great fruits of
Medjugorje in his diocese, he had come
to admire the tree.
This great Croatian Franciscan rests
under Mount Krizevac, his grave a
Mecca to pilgrims. n

Cork Centenary
On Monday, 11 August, the Cork Poor Clare
community marked the feast day of St Clare
as well as the centenary of the establishment
of their monastery in the city. Sr Colette
Marie, the Mother Abbess, described the community as deeply grateful to the general public, especially to generations of people in the
Diocese of Cork and Ross who have helped
and supported their community over the last
100 years. The nuns live solely on alms provided by their generous benefactors.
“Depending totally on God shows that everyone can trust in God’s care,” Sr Colette Marie
said. Bishop John Buckley said the monastery
has been a “powerhouse of prayer” for a century despite the fact that the Sisters remain
hidden. “How many have written or called to
the monastery when unemployment, emigration or illness struck?” he said. According to
Sr Colette Marie: “We have deep joy in our
life and this joy is something that God wants
everyone to have.” The celebration of the
Eucharist is at the heart of Poor Clare life and
the Cork chapel is open all day for
Eucharistic Adoration. The Sisters pray the
Divine Office six times during the day and
once during the night, when they rise at midnight for prayer and Eucharistic Adoration.

Book: Sr Colette Marie and Pat Conlan
OFM with the book he wrote, The Poor
Clare Sisters - 100 Years in Cork.
St Anthony Brief

Mining in Guatemala:
David versus Goliath
faith in action

fr gearóiD ó conaire, ofm

Gearóid Ó Conaire OFM witnessed the courage of local communities in their
non-violent struggle against a multinational mining company.

I

was recently invited by Fray Victor
Pachecho OFM, the coordinator of the
Guatemalan Franciscan Justice, Peace
and Integrity of Creation Commission
(JPIC), to visit one of the many so-called
Communities in Resistance in La Puya, a
small hamlet about an hour north of
Guatemala City. This article is about a
heroic, non-violent struggle by five small
communities, numbering about 1,500 families, against a Canadian multinational mining company called Montana and its
Guatemalan affiliate Exploraciones Mineras
de Guatemala, S.A (Exmigua), who are
intent on extracting tons of gold and silver
from under this beautifully picturesque
mountainous paradise.
Deception
It all began in 2011 when a group of people came to the region expressing an interOct/Nov 2014

est in organising a pineapple production
project, which is a common venture in this
part of the world. They said they came to
do a feasibility study. Subsequently, they
then tried to buy land but the owner was
only willing to sell a part of what they were
looking for. After the purchase, some
members of the community, suspicious of
these activities, noticed that the new owners began to perforate the land with drills.
It was then obvious to the people that
these visitors had other objectives to those
initially stated. They represented a mining
company intent on harvesting very extensive quantities of precious metals, particularly gold and silver. It was at this point five
communities, located closest to the site,
began to organise themselves. They
believe this project could jeopardise the
future viability of their communities, endanger the health and wellbeing of their fami-

lies, livestock and crops, as well as cause
more generalised negative impacts on the
environment; including exploitation of
water, contamination of rivers, soil and air.
Cost of Gold
Consider for a moment what it takes to
find and harvest sufficient gold to produce
a ring. For one ounce of gold, miners dig
up and take away up to 30 tons of rock
and soil. They sprinkle the extracted material with diluted cyanide – a highly toxic
substance – to separate the gold from the
rock. What remains after the gold is
removed is similar to a nuclear waste
dump needing to be supervised for
decades.
Presently in Guatemala there are 452
mining projects, 94 of which are either
operational or have the formal permission
to begin. The remainder have licences to
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explore other potential sites. Many communities around the country have organised themselves to resist these projects.
With the price of gold reaching historical
highs, it is not surprising that mining companies and their investors are anxious to
take full advantage while the economic
incentives are so great. However, most of
us who purchase gold for jewellery or as
an investment are unaware of some of the
extremely negative effects gold mining
and the use of cyanide – the toxic chemical used in the refining process – has on
the health and wellbeing of people, animals and crops in the immediate area of
its production.
24-Hour Vigils
People in La Puya began resisting since
2011 when they became aware of the real
intentions of those perforating the earth’s
crust. Since January 2012 when the first
heavy machinery entered until today, the
affected communities have maintained a
24-hour vigil at the entrance of the site.
Most are small farmers. Many keep vigil
for 24 hours once a week. Those with regular jobs or responsibilities, unable to be
present physically, support the movement
in other ways, such as by supplying food,
coffee and other resources necessary to
make life at the vigil as liveable as possible.
The State Intervenes
On 8 May 2014, several hundred police
arrived in the early hours of the morning
dislodging the protesters, thus enabling
access to the mining site for the company.
Until that moment, from January of the
previous year, the people had succeeded
in stopping the development of the site.
Initially the company continued to supply
gasoline to the site for two weeks by using
helicopters making up to 60 flights a day.
The protesters did not violently resist. On
two previous occasions, police unsuccessfully launched tear gas canisters to dislodge them. On another occasion, over a
hundred people with helmets, acting menacingly arrived on the scene, possibly to
provoke a violent response so the government could declare a state of siege and
seal off the site completely.
The company managed to complete
the first phase of earth removal. Since the
dramatic intervention, there is an average
of 120 police guarding the entrance of the
site around the clock. God only knows
what this is costing the state. The state
could use these resources more fruitfully

Support: Fray Victor (left), another activist, Angel and Gearóid
in protecting the citizens of Guatemala
from the scourge of extortion, gang and
drug violence. On average 16 people are
murdered every day.
Non-Violent Resistance
I arrived with Fray Victor early on the
morning of 16 July 2014. There were
about ten men, visibly tired, who had
spent the night in protest. We were welcomed with coffee and biscuits. Jose
Angel Llamas (known as Angel), a
spokesperson for the protesters, then proceeded to inform us about their experience. Police were located on both sides of
the protesters, but there was no noticeable sense of aggression from either side.
Police appeared to be relaxed. Victor told

me that the protest was legal. However,
Angel confirmed that two members of the
community who work for the company have
brought charges against eleven of the protesters, accusing them of threatening
behaviour, intimidation and kidnapping
them. According to Angel, despite a lack of
evidence, three of them have been condemned to nine years in prison, which they
are currently appealing. The remaining eight
are awaiting sentencing.
The mining company have used many
of the classical tactics to divide communities, but so far with limited success. They
distributed leaflets accusing leaders of having accepted money from the company, that
prostitutes stayed overnight at the site and
that some wives of men in the USA, mem-

Faith: An altar used to
celebrate Mass the day
the Franciscan family
came to visit.
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bers of the communities, were having
affairs with those involved in the protest.
They have offered jobs to the adults and
education scholarships to young people.

The Franciscan Family march in solidarity
with the communities in resistance!

Similar Struggles
What is happening in Guatemala is not
unique. Indeed, similar challenges are present in other Central American countries,
including in El Salvador, Panama, and
Honduras. The Bishops Conference of El
Salvador published a pastoral letter on
mining, pointing out the dangers of openpit mining. A Canadian company, Pacific
Rim, is currently suing the Government of
El Salvador at the International Centre for
Settlement of Investment Disputes for the
sum of $315 million US dollars. The company received permission to operate the
El Dorado mine in 2002. Another president, who also refused to authorise other
mining projects, revoked this permission.
Most people are now aware of the very
negative impacts of mining and support
the government. The Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace in Rome is also turning
its attention to this topic and has begun to
make contact with people affected by mining and the leadership of these companies. It will be interesting to see where this
conversation goes.
Franciscan Support
The Sunday after my visit, the Franciscan
Family of El Salvador organised a march
to La Puya to express their support for the
non-violent resistance of the community
and to encourage them to continue for
everyone’s sake. This protest is giving
hope to many other communities in
Guatemala. It is a daunting task to continue to resist given the resources of the
government and the mining company pitted against them. It is a sort of David versus Goliath contest and, unfortunately,
unlike the biblical story, David tends not to
be the winner in many of these disputes.
The people have right and justice on their
side and, from what I saw and experienced, their efforts will bear fruit, even if
they lose the battle. With God’s help and
the faith and tenacity of the people, they
will overcome and preserve their way of
life and protect the wellbeing of future
generations.
I leave my closing remark to Angel
when in an interview he was asked how
the people could continue to resist against
powerful economic interest groups, his
answer was: “Their faith in God.” n

gfoconaire@yahoo.co.uk
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Mission Digest

Above:
Aspirants
to the
Order.
Opposite:
Fr Alfigio
and Fr
Thomas
Makamure,
Novice
Director,
with the
Novices.

COMING TOGETHER
A recent Vocations Workshop in
Nharira Mission, Zimbabwe, brought
together not only young men seeking to join the Order, but all the
friars currently in formation. Custos
Alfigio Tunha met with them all.

Above: Alfigio with friars studying
philosophy in Lusaka, Zambia.
Opposite: Br Ndabaningi with friars
studying theology in Harare.
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Dear Father Bernard,
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happening in the Church here in
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In my home town the priest no
t reading the
Mass to a half empty church. Bu
e faith is
St Anthony Brief I see that th
of the world.
growing strong in other parts
your prayers.
Please keep me and my family in
Teresa Kavanagh,
Co. Waterford.

Dear Editor,
I enjoyed very much Sr Ma
ry Burke’s article
‘Food for Thought’. As som
eone who has
struggled with my weigh
t for years and
have tried all sorts of wa
ys to get it down,
I could relate to her experi
ence at Weight
Watchers. I also could lea
rn from the
spiritual lessons she drew
from her efforts –
I am slowly coming to un
derstand that
what is inside the heart ma
tters more than
outside appearances. But,
I have to be honest,
that is not always easy to
remember!!
God bless all the Francisca
n men and
women for their great wo
rk.
Yours sincerely,
Anonymous,
Co. Westmeath.

Dear Editor,
Several times in past issu
es of your
magazine there have been
images
and references to the IHS
plaque
associated with the Holy
Name of
Jesus. I remember that so
me homes
had these plaques over th
eir doors
when I was a child growin
g up in
Limerick city. Is it possib
le to get
these Holy Name plaque
s today in
Ireland?
Thank you.
Miriam Henessey,
Co. Tipperary.
The IHS tiles are avail
able from:
Bothar Emmaus Chris
tian Bookshop,
An Tobar Nua, 25-29
Lower Dominic Stree
t,
Galway. Telephone:
091 562175.
– Editor
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Letters
to the
Editor
Please write
your letters,
comments and
suggestions, to:
the editor,
st anthony brief,
franciscan
missionary union,
merchants’ Quay,
Dublin 8.
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