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Am I mistaken, Lord

Is it temptation to think

You increasingly urge me
To go forth and proclaim
The need and urgency
Of passing

From the Blessed Sacrament
To Your other presence
Just as real,

In the Eucharist of the poor?
Theologians will argue,

A thousand distinctions be advanced.
But woe to him who feeds on You
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And later has no eyes to see You,
To discern You

Foraging for food among the garbage,
Being evicted every other minute,
Living in sub-human conditions

Under the sign of utter insecurity.
– Archbishop Helder Camara
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From the Editor…

“WITNESS TO CHRIST TODAY”

Some commentators state that Christian churches, especially in Western society, are rapidly
becoming irrelevant to the spiritual needs of many of God’s people. I have no statistics to say
whether they are right or wrong. However, I do know that today men and women are
searching for more meaning and purpose to their lives, for something beyond their material needs. The need and
the restlessness that St Augustine spoke of: “Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are
restless till they find their rest in you” is still as rife as it was in his day. Whether one is a church-going person or
not, disenchanted with religion or not, “lapsed” or not, we live in the strangest of times. It is a time of great
uncertainty, a lack of trust for both young and old, and a time when commitment, confidence and especially faith
are needed most, but seem to be in short supply. So much of what brought certainty into the lives of people in the
past now seems unreliable.

Fr Ulic Troy

This year 2009, we Franciscans celebrate 800 years of the Franciscan way of life. On 4th October we celebrate
the feast of the man who started it all, St Francis of Assisi. After a number of years of prayer and discernment,
seeking guidance and direction, the young Francis and his followers went to Rome and received approval for
their way of life from Pope Innocent III. The Pope immediately recognised the workings of the Holy Spirit in this
man from Assisi, a man who had found Jesus Christ and His Gospel – and who would give witness to Christ by a
life of prayer, poverty, penance and humility for the rest of his life. This man that we celebrate and who gave us
the Franciscan way of life is free, detached, a non-possessive man who moves freely among men and women
with a tenderness that promotes the existence of others. He is a brother to everyone, and he brings out the best in
everyone and teaches them, without domination or pretence, how to become men and women of reconciliation
and service to others. He reaches out to people and brings answers to their deepest questions.
This man took the Gospel message with utter seriousness – often even literally. Faced with a Church that had lost
its flavour, and with a society wholly involved in the conquest of power and wealth, he remains poor, does not
raise his voice or condemn, and challenges both simply by the way he lives. He does not judge or leave the
Church that stands so far from the Gospel he professes, but makes it his dwelling place because he finds Christ
and the Holy Spirit there.
Towards the end of his life Francis of Assisi would write the following words in his Testament: “After the Lord
gave me brothers no one showed me what I should do, but the Most High Himself revealed to me that I should
live according to the form of the Holy Gospel.” Just as Francis lived in difficult times, when the Church was in
need of renewal and reform, a society where there was much pain, suffering, lack of trust, we need once more to
find what Francis captured so many centuries ago – Jesus Christ and His Gospel way of life. A life which when
lived out leads to a more affirming belief in the unconditional love of a compassionate and merciful God who
revealed Himself in His Son Jesus Christ.

“No one showed me the way but the Most High Himself revealed to me...,” so stated St Francis. Just as Francis
sought guidance and direction, we too are in need of guidance and direction. There is no doubt that Francis was a
man possessed of the Spirit of the Lord, and this was manifest in all that he said and wrote. Today he is very
influential and considered so relevant by so many men and women, by believers and non-believers and a host of
admirers all over the world. He calls on each one of us to revitalise our lives and indeed to renew the very life of
the Church itself in these times of crisis and difficulty. In these times of uncertainty and confusion we could do
no better than to make as our own, his prayer seeking guidance and direction:

“ Most High, Glorious God,
Enlighten the darkness of my heart.
Give me a right faith,
A sure hope and a perfect charity.
Grant me wisdom and knowledge
That I may keep your holy and true commandment. Amen.”￼
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– Ulic Troy, OFM (ulic@eircom.net)
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Open to the Energy
of God&s Love
“Y

October is Mission Month, with World Mission
Day on Sunday 18th October. Addressing young
people, POPE BENEDICT invites them to allow
the Holy Spirit transform them into witnesses.
Oct/Nov 2009

ou will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes upon
you.” This promise of the
Lord was fulfilled! In the power of that
Spirit, Peter and the apostles went to
preach the Gospel to the ends of the
earth. In every age, and in every
language, the Church throughout the
world continues to proclaim the
marvels of God and to call all nations
and peoples to faith, hope and new life
in Christ. These words of the Risen Lord
are also addressed to each of us — to
all those who have received the Spirit’s
gift of reconciliation and new life at
Baptism, who have welcomed Him into
their hearts as their Helper and Guide
at Confirmation, and who constantly
grow in His gifts of grace through the
Holy Eucharist. At each Mass, in fact,
the Holy Spirit descends anew, invoked
by the solemn prayer of the Church,
not only to transform our gifts of bread
and wine into the Lord’s Body and
Blood, but also to transform our lives,
to make us, in His power, “one body,
one spirit in Christ.”
But what is this “power” of the Holy
Spirit? It is the power of God’s life! It is
the power of the same Spirit who
hovered over the waters at the dawn of
creation and who, in the fullness of
time, raised Jesus from the dead. It is
the power which points us, and our
world, towards the coming of the
Kingdom of God. In the Gospel, Jesus
proclaims that a new age has begun, in
which the Holy Spirit will be poured out
upon all humanity. He Himself,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born
of the Virgin Mary, came among us to
bring us that Spirit. As the source of
our new life in Christ, the Holy Spirit is
also, in a very real way, the soul of the
Church, the love which binds us to the
Lord and one another, and the light
which opens our eyes to see all around
us the wonders of God’s grace. The
power of the Spirit never ceases to fill
5

“Believe in the
whisperings of
God in your
heart”
the Church with life! Through the grace
of the Church’s sacraments, that power
also flows deep within us, like an
underground river which nourishes our
spirit and draws us ever nearer to the
source of our true life, which is Christ.
Always Present
The Spirit is God as love! God shares
Himself as love in the Holy Spirit. Love
is the sign of the presence of the Holy
Spirit! Ideas or voices which lack love —
even if they seem sophisticated or
knowledgeable — cannot be "of the
Spirit." Furthermore, love has a
particular trait: far from being
indulgent or fickle, it has a task or
purpose to fulfil: to abide. By its nature
love is enduring. Dear friends, we catch
a glimpse of how much the Holy Spirit
offers our world: love which dispels
uncertainty; love which overcomes the
fear of betrayal; love which carries
eternity within; the true love which
draws us into a unity that abides!
God sharing Himself with us as gift
is the Holy Spirit. Friends, again we
6

glimpse the Trinity at work: the Holy
Spirit is God eternally giving Himself;
like a never-ending spring God pours
forth nothing less than Himself. In
view of this ceaseless gift, we come
to see the limitations of all that
perishes, the folly of the consumerist
mindset. We begin to understand why
the quest for novelty leaves us unsatisfied and wanting. Are we not looking
for an eternal gift? The spring that
will never run dry? With the Samaritan
woman, let us exclaim: “Give me this
water that I may thirst no more!” This
sharing in God’s nature occurs in the
unfolding of the everyday moments of
our lives where He is always present.
To turn away from Him is only a futile
attempt to escape from ourselves.
God is with us in the reality of life,
not the fantasy! It is embrace, not
escape, that we seek! So the Holy
Spirit gently but surely steers us back
to what is real, what is lasting, what
is true. It is the Spirit who leads us
back into the communion of the
Blessed Trinity!

What Difference Will You Make?
The Risen Lord told his disciples: “You
will be my witnesses… to the ends of
the earth.” Here let us thank the Lord
for the gift of faith, which has come
down to us like a treasure passed on
from generation to generation in the
communion of the Church. The power
of the Spirit, revealed in the lives of so
many who have gone before us, is still
at work in the good they left behind, in
the society which they shaped and
which is being handed on to you. Let
me now ask you a question. What will
you leave to the next generation? Are
you building your lives on firm foundations, building something that will
endure? Are you living your lives in a
way that opens up space for the Spirit
in the midst of a world that wants to
forget God, or even rejects Him in the
name of a falsely-conceived freedom?
How are you using the gifts you have
been given, the “power” which the
Holy Spirit is even now prepared to
release within you? What legacy will
you leave to young people yet to come?
What difference will you make?
You are already well aware that our
Christian witness is offered to a world
which in many ways is fragile. The unity
of God’s creation is weakened by
wounds which run particularly deep
when social relations break apart, or
when the human spirit is all but
crushed through the exploitation and
abuse of persons. Indeed, society today
is being fragmented by a way of
thinking that is inherently shortsighted, because it disregards the full
horizon of truth — the truth about God
and about us. By its nature, relativism
fails to see the whole picture. It ignores
the very principles which enable us to
live and flourish in unity, order and
harmony.
What is our response, as Christian
witnesses, to a divided and fragmented
world? How can we offer the hope of
peace, healing and harmony to those
"stations" of conflict, suffering, and
tension. My friends, is it not because of
your faith that friends in difficulty or
seeking meaning in their lives have
turned to you? Be watchful! Listen!
Through the dissonance and division of
our world, can you hear the voice of
humanity? From the forlorn child in a
Darfur camp, or a troubled teenager, or
St Anthony Brief

“Set free the gifts! Let the Spirit’s gifts shape you”

an anxious parent in any suburb, or
perhaps even now from the depth of
your own heart, there emerges the
same human cry for recognition, for
belonging, for unity. Who satisfies that
essential human yearning to be one, to
be immersed in communion, to be built
up, to be led to truth? The Holy Spirit!
This is the Spirit’s role: to bring Christ’s
work to fulfilment. Enriched with the
Spirit’s gifts, you will have the power to
move beyond the piecemeal, the hollow
utopia, the fleeting, to offer the consistency and certainty of Christian witness!
Prophets of a New Age
The power of the Holy Spirit does not
only enlighten and console us. It also
points us to the future, to the coming
of God’s Kingdom. What a magnificent
vision of a humanity redeemed and
renewed we see in the new age
promised by the Gospel! This power can
create a new world: it can “renew the
face of the earth.” Empowered by the
Spirit, and drawing upon faith’s rich
vision, a new generation of Christians is
being called to help build a world in
which God’s gift of life is welcomed,
respected and cherished — not
rejected, feared as a threat and
destroyed. A new age in which love is
not greedy or self-seeking, but pure,
faithful and genuinely free, open to
others, respectful of their dignity,
seeking their good, radiating joy and
beauty. A new age in which hope
liberates us from the shallowness,
apathy and self-absorption which
deaden our souls and poison our
Oct/Nov 2009

letting the truth of the Gospel
permeate the way we see, think and
act, as we work for the triumph of the
civilisation of love.
My friends, constantly invoke the
Holy Spirit: He is the artisan of God’s
works. Let the Spirit’s gifts shape you!
To be truly alive is to be transformed
from within, open to the energy of
God’s love. In accepting the power of
the Holy Spirit you too can transform
your families, communities and nations.
Set free the gifts! Let wisdom, courage,
and reverence be the marks of
greatness! The Holy Spirit, herald of
divine love, wants to dwell in your
hearts. Make room for Him within you,
in listening to the Word of God, in
prayer and in your solidarity for the
poor and the suffering. Bring the spirit
of peace and reconciliation to all. May
God, from whom all good comes, bring
to completion every good work that you
do in His honour. For this God-given
role, welcome within you the power of
life that is in Jesus. Let Him enter your
heart. Let yourselves be moulded by
the Holy Spirit. Believe in the
whisperings of God to your heart!
Believe in the power of the Spirit of
Love! I

relationships. The Lord is asking you to
be prophets of this new age,
messengers of His love, drawing people
to the Father and building a future of
hope for all humanity. The world needs
this renewal! This is the great and
liberating gift which the Gospel brings:
it reveals our dignity as men and
women created in the image and
likeness of God. It reveals humanity’s
sublime calling, which is to find
fulfilment in love. It discloses the truth
about each
person and the
truth about life.
For those who
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Guatemalan Diary

Colourful: Young dancers on Mother’s Day

Sharing his diary with us,
FR BILLY HOYNE, OFM,
gives us an insight into
the daily round of his
life in Guatemala.

I

am living in a society which shows
little regard for life. Tonight, 10th
February, a lady bus-driver was shot
dead by a member of one of the criminal
gangs — seconds before, she had
witnessed a shooting on her bus. The
same lady was pregnant and was raising
the five-year-old child of her sister.
We had huge crowds in all three main
churches for Ash Wednesday and won’t
see so many again until the beginning of
Lent next year!
At the end of February we heard that
two houses had been burnt in El Bucaro,
one of our larger communities. The fire
appears to have been caused by a man
who is almost blind and who is said to be
a brujo, a person to whom the people go
when they want to cast an evil spell on
someone they don’t like, and do them
harm. He had lots of candles burning in
the house and something caught fire and
it spread to the adjoining house. The
neighbours have started a campaign to
get him and his family to move out.
People tend to be superstitious and once
they get it into their heads that someone
is jealous of them and wants to do them
damage they are strongly tempted to
resort to a brujo to have supposed evil
spells lifted.
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A procession: carrying the statue of the Virgin

Pilgrimages and Retreats
On the first of March large numbers
from the parish took part in the annual
Penitential Walk from Guatemala City to
Antigua Guatemala, the former capital.
This takes place during the night and
covers a distance of about twenty miles.
Fr Gerry Moore of the Franciscan Centre
helps organise the walk and around a
thousand people took part, many of
them indigenous women carrying their
babies strapped behind! The Secular
Franciscans are deeply involved too and
organise food for the walkers when they
arrive in Antigua.
In the middle of the month the
group which organises the pastoral care
of families put on a retreat for married
couples and couples intending to marry.
The retreat was built around testimonies of other couples about their
experience of married bliss (or lack of!)
and how the encounter with the Lord
brings light into their lives and helps
them resolve their difficulties together.
The testimonies are very honest and
very moving and one can only admire
the courage and humility of those who
agree to share their experience. But
the participants are very much moved
by the authority of lived experience
and so it is really a worthwhile retreat.
Machismo and drink are often at the
root of many couples’ problems. How
different is Ireland?
Towards the end of March mangos
appeared for sale in the local market. I
broke a little taboo I had against this
fruit — was it because the name sounds
a bit like mangold, which Irish farmers

used feed their cattle with in winter? —
and how good it tasted! Guatemala
produces a wide variety of fruit,
including oranges, bananas, pears,
peaches and melons; and a wide
assortment of ones peculiar to the
region.

Processions
Our Guardian, Fr Gerry Moore, blessed
the new parish offices on 2nd April. On
the same evening a group of young
people from El Mezquital who are doing
well in life came to the parish priest
with a proposal for setting up another
rincón joven or youth centre, where
the young people will be able to use
the internet and study IT with the
financial help of USAID. They needed
the active support of a local church for
the project to be approved and so
sought the backing of Fr German, our
parish priest, which he duly gave.
I celebrated the Holy Week liturgy
with the community of Unidos Por La
Paz, which is in the process of
renovating and extending its church.
They are doing most of the work
themselves. Big effort put into
preparing the liturgy for each day. On
the morning of Good Friday we had a
devout celebration of the Way of the
Cross through the streets of their
barrio. It was very hot in the sun and I
was really glad to reach the fourteenth
station and the shelter of the church
after three long hours of prayer!
Guatemala has a strong tradition during
Lent of processing from the larger
churches with statues/images of Christ
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carrying His Cross or of His sorrowful
Mother on huge ornate platforms,
carried by teams of men and sometimes
women. Accompanied by big bands
playing mournful religious airs, it makes
for a moving experience and helps
people realise how much Christ
suffered for them. People pay 25
quetzales — about three dollars — for
the honour of carrying the images for
some yards and the fee rises to 500
quetzales through prestigious areas,
such as the vicinity of the presidential
palace. Some of the larger andas or
floats can have a hundred people at a
time doing carrying duty! The money
goes to the cofradía or confraternity
which organises
the procession
Incense in
and is accomabundance
panied by a
donation for the
maintenance of
the images and
the platforms. The
floats and images
are lavishly redecorated each year
and this helps to
draw the crowds of
onlookers. These
processions in
Antigua Guatemala
attract huge numbers
each Holy Week.
I was granted
temporary residence
for two years in midApril and it feels good
not to have to exit the
country after ninety
Fr
days and re-enter on a
new visa.
Celebrations
The parish primary and
secondary school, Instituto Fray Luis
Rama, celebrated Mother’s Day in great
style with dances, sketches and musical
renditions.
A couple of days later, on 5th May,
a prominent lawyer called Rodrigo

Rosenberg was murdered. He left a
pre-recorded video accusing the
President Alvaro Colom, the First Lady,
Sandra Torres, and the President’s
private secretary of the crime. Colom’s
tenure in power looked shaky for a
while, but he survived. The investigations continue but murders are rarely
solved successfully in this country. I
believe this crisis in Guatemala made
the press in Ireland.
Mid-May we celebrated in style the
birthday of Fr German. Birthdays are
always marked here, accompanied by
the singing of a lovely song for the
occasion called Las Mañanitas.

Virgin through the local streets in a
procession that lasted six hours.
Incense, and plenty of it, is very much
part of major religious celebrations
here.
I had a small tiff with a bus while
exiting from the Major Seminary. Only
slight damage and all is well after I
paid the bus-driver for repairs.
Mid-June a Cuban eye-specialist
came to the parish. She examined
gratis nearly three hundred people and
if operations for cataracts are needed
they will be performed free in a
medical centre run by the Cuban
government. The Cubans have very
many medical volunteers working in
other Latin
American
Lent:
countries.
the Way of
The
the Cross
fraternity
travelled early
July to Quiriguá
for the celebrations to mark the
death of Fray
Tulio Maruzzo,
OFM, who was
martyred on 1st
July 1981. While
Honouring
there we took a
Fr Tulio
trip to Rio
Dulce, which
Maruzzo
gets its name
from the wide
river linking Lake
Izabal with the
Atlantic. A
beautiful spot,
reminiscent of
Gerry Moore
the Shannon!
blesses
As I end these
few lines the
parish offices
parish is busy
preparing for the
second Mission
Week. This year the aim is to visit
Towards the end of the month one
every house in the parish and to
of our main communities, Villa Lobos,
support and build up each of the 52
celebrated its patron’s feast, Our Lady
small communities established during
of the Way, with the ladies of the
last year’s mission. I
community doing their bit to carry the

SOME DETAILS ABOUT GUATEMALA:

60% of the country’s wealth is owned by 20% of the people.
50% of the country’s 13 million people live in poverty, 17% live in extreme poverty.
One out of every two children under five suffers from chronic undernourishment.
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Symbols
of a Full and
Generous Life

BISHOP LIAM SLATTERY, OFM,
of Kokstad, South Africa, honours the memory
of Fr Tom Byrne, OFM, who spent 57 years as a missionary in the diocese.

A

t the funeral Mass we celebrated
for Fr Tom Byrne this past
August, three symbols of Tom’s
life were placed on his coffin.

The Franciscan Cord

First, the cord the friars wear as part of
their habit. Fr Tom was born in Ireland
in 1924 in County Roscommon and was
sent by his parents to the Franciscans in
Multyfarnham in 1939. Tom Byrne came
to the Franciscans with many human
and spiritual gifts bequeathed to him by
his parents. Impressed by the simplicity

and humility of St Francis, Tom Byrne
entered the Order and was professed in
Killarney in 1943. After studies in
Galway and Rome he was ordained a
priest in 1951 in Rome. He remembered
with fondness his years with Fr Hubert
Quinn, especially the Irish pilgrims of
the Holy Year 1950 when it was still
uncommon for Irish people to travel.
After ordination he came to Africa and
Kokstad in 1952.
Tom was like Francis in that he was
sincere and direct in his dealings.
Francis used to say: “I am what I am

before God and nothing else.” Like
Francis he came to Africa to share his
faith and bring the peace of God into
many searching hearts. Courtesy,
respect and practical charity were other
gifts he inherited from his family and
from St Francis. Total commitment,
putting one’s hand to the plough and
not looking back is characteristic of
Francis and Clare, and Tom was to give
his whole life to Africa. He was a man
people could rely on. With his passing
we are coming towards closing a heroic
chapter in Irish Franciscan history, the
evangelisation of the people of Kokstad.

The Chalice
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Earlier days: Fr Tom gave his whole life to Africa

The second symbol on the coffin was
the chalice. A chalice invites us to
Calvary to contemplate the Blood of
Jesus Christ and His self-giving, sacrifice
and love. Tom offered his life in the
service of others. When he came to
South Africa in 1952 he was entering the
deepest and darkest era of entrenched
racism — apartheid. Tom chose to share
the experience of the oppressed. He
embraced them as his people.
In the devastating earthquake in
Sicily at the beginning of the 20th
century, the rescuers would frequently
stop and call for silence so as to listen
to the stones. They sought to detect
voices trapped beneath. The apartheid
South African government did not
detect humanity in the African people,
but Fr Tom did. He found there that
St Anthony Brief

same humanity, joy, suffering, hope,
gifts and goodness which he had seen
amongst his neighbours and family in
Roscommon. He was not a liberation
fighter in the military sense but he was
a liberation fighter in bringing hope, in
offering education, in advancing
countless young people so that they
could liberate themselves. His weapons
were presence, education, healthcare,
welfare, community and faith in Jesus
Christ.
The people of Mount Frere
remember him 57 years ago visiting
homes on horseback in their 47 villages.
Coming one day to the top of a rocky
mountain to a funeral scene he caused a
sensation. An old, Catholic lady, Maria
Zulu, who was very devout, had told
them that a priest would come on the
day of her funeral as the Virgin Mary
had promised her. As no one had
expected a Catholic priest to turn up in
such a place out of the blue, in a
Protestant locality, the neighbours
thought they were present for an
apparition.
The people of Bhongweni remember
how he established and managed many
schools. He picked good teachers and
removed the unsatisfactory ones. He
established creches so that children who
felt abandoned at the death of their
parents might find education and food.
The people of Bizana remember him
when a tornado devastated the area
flattening their houses. It was Fr Tom
who led the campaign to rebuild these
houses. He brought in help in many
centres and oversaw the administration
of the rebuilding of the area.
His last years were spent in Franklin
where he helped transform the lives of
these people living in a swamp. Young
people of Slí Eile, from Jesuit schools in
Ireland, who came out to build classrooms, clinics and kindergardens for the
children used to go to his kitchen each
day for a chat and a snack. He took the
volunteers of Friends in Ireland, who
have done marvels for the very poor
children, to visit miserable homes
where only he himself had been
welcome. He went to Franklin as usual
on the day he died bringing blankets
and food. That day he personally
cooked for people at the mission. As
Oct/Nov 2009

they dined late that afternoon he
suddenly called for help. Fr Joseph
came and moved him to the hospital
where he died in a short while. Every
day he served and lived for the people
wherever he was stationed. His life was
poured out like that of Jesus.

The Stole of a Priest

The third symbol on the coffin was the
stole. This reminded us that Tom was a
priest and minister
of the Lord.
Remember Jesus
said: “Do this in
memory of me.” We
can also translate it
as saying: “When
you do this you
bring me back.” Fr
Tom brought Jesus
back among people.
He brought
comfort, recognition and respect
to many hidden
people,and hope to
families where
despair was a
common visitor. He
was a personal
friend to the people
he served. He
remembered their
names and their
stories; he took joy
in them and was
proud of their
success. He was a
man who preached
the Word of God,
who celebrated the
Sacraments and was
there when people
Friend to
needed him.
The heavenly
patron of Fr Tom was St Thomas the
apostle. It is said that Thomas went to
India after the Resurrection of the Lord.
A legend tells us that Thomas was a
carpenter and a local king gave him a
chest of money to build a palace.
Thomas, however, found many starving
and needy people. He spent all the
money caring for them. When
eventually the king came to take
possession of his house he found

nothing. Thomas told him: “I have not
built you an earthly house; I built you a
heavenly house through caring for the
poor and the needy. This house awaits
you in heaven.” If you visited the room
where Tom lived you would find
second-hand clothes hanging on wire
hangers, a few pairs of shoes, some
files, some books, memorial cards of
his family and photos of others and
nothing else. After 85 years this

many: courtesy, respect and
practical charity

Franciscan went to God owning
nothing, with empty hands. But he had
built many homes for the poor and for
himself a home in heaven.
The parishioners gave a beautiful
white rose to be planted to his memory.
May the fragrance of Fr Tom’s life
continue to inspire his fellow priests
and the people he loved to become the
true liberators which South Africa now
needs. I
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Tony Blair: Space for Faith

Britain's former prime minister, Tony
Blair, believes that "to be harmonious, a
society must leave room for faith."
Addressing some 15,000 people at the
Meeting for Friendship Between
Peoples, organised by the ecclesial
movement Communion and Liberation in
the Italian coastal city of Rimini, Blair
revealed aspects of his conversion to
Catholicism. In fact, he said, when he
was preparing to enter
the Catholic
Church, he had the
feeling he was
returning home. His
conversion, he
added, was made
easier by his wife;
moreover, he
realised that the
Catholic Church was
his home not "only
because of its
doctrine and magisterium, but because
of its universal
nature." If a
globalised world is
not to be dominated
by power, it must
have a counter-weight that seeks the
common good, he stressed. In this
connection, Blair explained that the
universal Church, which is a model of a
global institution, must come into play
to address the problems posed by
globalisation. He also said that it is
necessary "to respect the JudeoChristian roots of the countries of
Europe. We must also call for respect
for the identity of our countries, which
has been formed in the course of
millennia." According to Blair, religion is
often seen "as a source of conflict and
we must demonstrate that faith is
committed to building justice."

Witnesses to Pakistan Killings

Two Dominican priests came to Rome
recently to spread awareness of the
fear and suffering being endured by the
faithful in Pakistan after the slaying of
12

more than a dozen Christians. Frs Pascal
Paulus and Iftikhar Moon, who work in
the diocese of Faisalabad, were eyewitnesses to the killing of eight Christians
and the burning of 70 homes in Gorja on
1st August. Christians in Pakistan have
become even more fearful since the
28th August shooting dead of five more
Christians in Quetta. Both priests work
in the Holy Rosary parish in Faisalabad,
where the church was burned. They

support of Christians around the world,
particularly in pressuring the Pakistani
government to repeal anti-blasphemy
laws. "We make a call to the global
human rights organisations so that they
take note of these events and intercede
before our government in favour of
protecting Christians and other
minorities," they said. "We ourselves,
the Christians of Pakistan, do not feel
safe in our own country."

suggested that the biggest problem
Christians face in Pakistan is the antiblasphemy law. The priests said these
laws — which carry the punishment of
life imprisonment or death — are used
as a pretext to take over Christian
properties.
They recounted the events that
occurred at the end of July and
beginning of August: "On 30th July, the
violence broke out with a crowd of
furious and armed Muslim fanatics, who
attacked the Christian neighbourhood of
Koriaan, close to the town of Gorja, and
destroyed and plundered the houses.
Two days later, eight Christians were
burned alive. The crowd attacked a
group of Christians, made up of three
children, three women and two men.
They plundered and burned 70 Christian
homes, and desecrated two churches in
Gorja. The Dominicans beseeched the

The Italian bishops
marked the Day for
the Protection of
Creation (1st
September) with a
message that
focused on the need
for clean air. "We ask
the community to
join in a renewed
commitment and
attention to that
Blair:
good which is indispensable for life:
ing
return
air. Let us reflect on
home
the need to breathe
clean air and on our
personal contribution in making that
possible.” After recalling that "the air
we breathe is linked to life. Only when
we are breathing do we have life," the
message continued by addressing the
relationship of the Triune God with all
of creation and that every form of life
in creation goes back to the Holy Spirit,
as "in God Himself, it is the Third
Person in the Spirit who gives the
breath of life." They recognised that
“the earth's poor are already suffering
from the effects of climate changes.
Thus, a profound renewal is needed in
our lifestyle and economy, in an effort
to preserve energy with a greater
sobriety in consumption." The bishops
remind Catholics: “As believers, we are
called to make a special commitment
to protecting creation, as being
Christians always and everywhere
implies a responsibility towards
creation." I

Clean Air

a
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Giving S o m e t h i n g B a c k

I

n development circles it is said that
people volunteer for a few reasons
— marriage, mercenary, missionary
or maybe you’re downright mad. In my
own case I felt that I had a privileged
life and I wanted to give something
back. When the opportunity arose to
volunteer with the Presentation
Brothers in Northern Ghana I jumped at
the chance. There are many reasons
why one should volunteer. The
experience of volunteering keeps you
grounded. The thought of spending
€300 on a designer handbag is
distasteful to me now whereas, before I
volunteered, I would not have batted
an eyelid at the thought. Research has
shown that people who volunteer are
happier. Volunteers are also quite likely
to have a good social conscience. By
volunteering you are not going to
change the world but if you make a
positive impact on at least one person
then it is worthwhile. The reality of
volunteering is that the experience will
most likely have more of an impact on
you than on your host country. You
learn a lot about yourself when you find
yourself thrown into the deep end in a
strange country and it’s sink or swim.
More importantly you learn a lot from
the locals you work with. There is a
great sense of community and solidarity
amongst the people, perhaps like
Ireland long ago.
The relaxed attitude of the
Ghanaian people is to be envied in our
fast-paced society. I promised myself I
would learn from them and not get
stressed out on my return to Ireland.
Unfortunately that only lasted about a
week but at least I view my woes
relative to the daily grind of millions
of people in the developing world who
get on with it without moaning. People
have a perception of Africa as the
“Dark Continent” but in reality
Ghanaian people have stable family
support, are self-sufficient and
friendly and are well able to enjoy
themselves. In Europe we have a lot to
learn from their child-rearing
practices. I rarely heard a baby cry in
Oct/Nov 2009

Ghana: the children
are resourceful and
imaginative

A volunteer with the
Presentation Volunteer Programme (PVP)
tells her story.

Ghana. The mothers carried their
babies with them everywhere thereby
providing security for the child. The
children do not become overly
dependent on their mothers as a
result. On the contrary, the children
are independent, resourceful and
imaginative. The community raises the
child not just the parents. As the
proverb goes: “It takes a village to
raise a child.” I wanted to volunteer to
help the people of Ghana but the most
valuable lesson I learned is that the
people of Africa are more than capable
of helping themselves.
The Presentation Volunteer
Programme (PVP) provides volunteering
opportunities to experienced, professional teachers, committed to Christian
values, who want to work with local
communities in the developing world.
They are looking for qualified and
experienced primary and secondary
school teachers to work with students

in northern Ghana and in the West
Indies, as each of these places has a
community of Presentation Brothers
already working with the local
community. In St Lucia, volunteers work
in a project called CARE (Centre for
Adolescent Renewal and Education)
which is an alternative education
project for young people who have
dropped out of the formal school
system. In Ghana, volunteers usually
work on education projects in local
schools.
For more details get in touch with
the director of the Youth Ministry
office, Katherine Barry:
katherine.e.barry@gmail.com
or by post at Youth Ministry Office,
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph,
Blarney St, Cork. Check out:
www.presentationbrothers.com I

from Reaching Out: Mission Alive 2009.
Irish Missionary Union
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JOHN SCALLY
lectures in theology
in Trinity College,
Dublin. He found
new vision and
fresh encouragement
during his first visit
to Assisi.

The Message of Assisi
A

recent visit to Assisi exposed me
to two inspirational figures: St
Francis and one of his modern day
followers, Gearóid Ó Conaire, well-known
to readers of this magazine. For both
men pastoral concerns were the catalyst
for their work. My trip came at a time
when I felt totally demoralised in the
wake of the publication of the Ryan
Report and its catalogue of crimes
committed against children in religiousrun institutions. Within hours of my
arrival, Gearóid shepherded me to the
church of San Damiano and suddenly I
found myself awakened from my slumber.
Towards the end of 1205, Francis of
Assisi had an encounter there which
had a profound impact on him. The
church was served by a poor priest who
could not even afford to buy oil to light
the lamp in front of a Byzantine image
of the crucified Christ. Francis was
captivated by the crucifix. It spoke to
him: “Go Francis and repair my house
which, as you see, is falling into ruin.”
As this message starkly reveals, Francis
was a man ahead of his time but critically he remains very much a man for
our time. In a pre-Reformation era,
Francis too lived in a time when many
people in the Church in positions of
authority had pushed the self-destruct
button and abuses were rampant. In the
wake of the Ryan Report, Francis force14

fully reminds us that all of God's people
are called to repair God's house, as it
falls into disrepair. In his period of
history, like ours, too often the love of
power had not become subservient to
the power of love. Francis could not
afford the luxuries of defeatism,
despair or worst of all, apathy. Neither
can we. The stakes are too high. The
credibility of the Church is on the line.
In the current global economic
recession we need the Good News now
more than ever.
Diversity in Unity
Central to this process of repairing the
Church is prayer. In Tennyson's incisive
observation: “More things are wrought
by prayer than this world dreams of.”
Pope John Paul II understood this when,
on 27th October 1986, he brought
leaders of the great religions to pray
for peace at Assisi. Fittingly the patron
was to be Francis of Assisi, the man
whose love for friends, enemies and all
creatures, has enchanted people of
goodwill in all times and places.
Representatives of all the religions,
including the Dalai Lama and Mother
Teresa, humbly entered the basilica to
be welcomed by the Pope. They came
in order for the religions to pray
together for world peace, for international justice and for the preservation

of our wonderful world. They sang
Psalm 148 in Greek: “Let everything
that lives praise the Lord.” Then they
journeyed to twelve different places in
Assisi where they prayed separately in
line with their own traditions, closely
united with innumerable people
throughout the world, all praying for
peace. It is doubtful if there has ever
been a greater celebration of unity in
diversity and diversity in unity. That
gathering in Assisi was a great and
symbolic moment. Despite their differences, religious leaders were able to
greet one another warmly, pray
together, and critically open their
hearts and minds to a great enlightenment and a great conversion of
heart. In a moment of characteristic
insight Pope John Paul observed: “In
every authentic religious experience,
the most characteristic expression is
prayer. Because of the human spirit's
constitutive openness to God's action
urging it to self-transcendence, we can
hold that every authentic prayer is
called forth by the Holy Spirit, who is
mysteriously present in the heart of
every person… The challenge of peace
transcends all religions.”
A Better World
Often we live with the tension of
Mary and Martha in the Gospel

St Anthony Brief

Assisi 1986:
leaders of world religions
pray for peace

between the active and the contemplative. Francis knew intuitively that
it was not a case of “either-or” but
“both-and.” We also need to
complement our prayer with practical
action because as Francis forcefully
rings the bell for us: “The cloister is
the world.” As the recent economic
crisis vividly illustrates, an urgent
problem arises when profit becomes
an end in itself and when the gains of
the greedy are at the expense of the
pains of the needy or of the
environment. There is overwhelming
evidence to suggest that the western
world has recklessly squandered the
resources of the world and exploited
developing economies for their selfish
gain. The social cost of this economic
activity is to be seen in environmental destruction. The myth that
needs to be exposed is that a drop in
consumption automatically leads to
deprivation. In fact, studies suggest
that most industrial countries could
produce the same volume of goods
and services with only about a third
of the present consumption of energy.
In the Bible the question of where
and how we serve the Lord has an
unambiguous answer. We find Him in
the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger
and the naked. We see Him wherever
people are in need and cry out for
Oct/Nov 2009

help. The Christian God revealed to
humankind in a definitive way in the
bruised and broken body of the
suffering Jesus, continues to reveal
Himself wherever human suffering is
to be found. From the beginning,
Christians were people who recognised God in the course of their daily
care of others. The heart of their
discipleship was the ongoing
discovery of God's presence in the
midst of the human struggle.
Assisi reminds us that the
essential foundation of the Christian
faith is that God has called us in
Jesus Christ to help us build His

kingdom. Hence all Christian
existence has to do with understanding this call and with organising
our response to this call. For too long
no one has seemed willing or able to
take on the powerful vested interests
which condemn so many millions of
people to poverty and poor health. A
new world order based on ethical
values is urgently required. The time
for action is now. At stake is the very
future of humankind. If the Church is
to be a prophetic presence today it
must, as St Francis recognised, be
immersed in the task of building a
better world. I

WE ARE LOOKING FOR PROMOTERS OF OUR MONTHLY DRAW
We are looking for supporters of our mission who will take one book of tickets a month.
Please help us. Buy a book yourself. Write for a book to sell to your friends.
Will you buy or sell for us:

Book of 20 Tickets =€16.00. Return €10.00; keep €6.00. Thank you for supporting us
in all the ways you do already. Our Address is: 8 Merchants Quay, Dublin 8.

Please send me ............ Books for Next Draw

Name: ...............................................................................................

Address:...........................................................................................
..........................................................................................................

Phone No: ........................................................................................
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Open to God’s Word

SPIRITUALITY
FOR LIFE

Fr Francis Cotter, OFM, looks at the
practice of lectio divina, a proven
way of praying the Scriptures.

O

ur God is a God who speaks. We
believe in a God who reveals
Himself. God in Christ communicates with us in many ways — in creation,
in the stillness of our hearts, in our
conscience, in the teaching of the
community of faith, in the events of life,
and, in a privileged way, in the
Scriptures.
If to pray is to have an experience of
encountering the Lord, then the Bible is,
in its totality, a history of encounters, the
great epic of the encounter of God with
humanity and of humanity with God. The
Word of God is the best prayer manual in
that it helps to transform all the realities
which fill our lives into prayer. Not only
are there beautiful models of prayer in
the Scriptures, especially the Psalms, but
it all becomes a prayer when, after
receiving the Word, we make our own the
sentiments which the text suggests and
arouses within us, and they in turn are
turned into our praise, our thanksgiving,
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our supplication, our trust in God, our
repentance, our blessing. Although the
Scriptures are ancient texts — neither
human nature nor God’s loving purposes
have changed.
One well-proven way of praying the
Scriptures, a way being rediscovered in
our day, is what is called lectio divina,
sacred reading. Lectio is a particular style
of reading: prayerful, meditative,
reflective, reverential. It has been said
that it has more in common with sipping
wine than our ordinary approach to
reading. Traditionally the four steps of
lectio divina have been given as Reading,
Meditation, Prayer, Contemplation (lectio,
mediatio, oratio, contemplatio). A more
contemporary presentation speaks of the
Four Rs — Read, Receive, Respond, Rest.
The four steps are not to be seen as a
rigid method but rather a description of a
process that naturally happens if we read
under the influence of the Holy Spirit and
we allow the steps to unfold.

This might seem to be an approach
reserved only for the “specialists” —
religious and such like. But the Scriptures
are given as a gift to all the People of
God for their pilgrimage through life. No
more than we would dismiss the
Eucharist as food for the journey, neither
should any Christian ignore the Scriptures
as the gift of light and strength for the
path. Vatican II teaches: “In the sacred
books, the Father in heaven meets His
children with great love and speaks with
them, and the force and power in the
Word of God is so great that it remains
the support and energy of the Church,
the strength of faith for her children, the
food of the soul, and the pure and lasting
source of the spiritual life… All Christians
are urged to learn by frequent reading of
the divine Scriptures the excelling
knowledge of Jesus Christ. For ignorance
of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.
Therefore, they should gladly put
themselves in touch with the sacred text
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itself.” A Carthusian monk (an order
considered the SAS of the religious life!)
has written that lectio divina is the most
useful spiritual exercise that busy people
in our contemporary world can undertake
because it combines maximum practicability with maximum spiritual
nourishment.
Read
We read in order to listen! The first step
is the most important. It is the key to
what happens in the rest of the process.
We listen to build a relationship, to
learn, to respond in love. We listen to
know the Lord. The call to respond is
heard in proportion to our ability and
willingness to respond. Listen is an
essential word in the Scriptures. “This is
my beloved Son, listen to Him.” A
listening heart is the heart of a disciple.
Faith is always a response to the Word
coming into our lives as revelation. We
do not seek to master, dominate or
criticise the text. We need to be docile.
The wise teachers tell us: in lectio we do
not so much read the text as allow the
text to read us.
If we are serious about listening to
God we need to set aside time to be
alone with Him. All relationships involve
the give and take of conversation. Our
relationship with God is no different. As
Vatican II tells us: “Let them remember
that prayer should accompany the
reading of Scripture, so that God and the
person can talk together, for we speak to
Him when we pray, we hear Him when
we read the divine Word.”
There are different types of reading.
Reading a computer manual is functional,
we read it for practical information. We
read a novel for entertainment. We read
the Scriptures because we want to form a
relationship with God. The aim is not
information but transformation. So the
emphasis is on quality rather than
quantity. Better three lines read and
pondered that speak to the heart than
three pages read without true attention.
As St Bonaventure said: “What is the
point of knowing many things and tasting
nothing?” And St Ignatius of Loyola
echoed him: “It is not the multiplicity of
ideas that will satisfy the soul but to
taste a little interiorly.”
So we read the passage slowly, not
like we read a newspaper, not skimming
over the words. We read it lovingly as we
would a letter from a dear friend,
listening to hear the word or phrase that
Oct/Nov 2009

is God's word for us today. If we are
alone, it is a great help to whisper the
words. In reading aloud we are actually
listening. We are engaging more of our
senses and are therefore more engaged
with the Word. Also forming the words
with our lips slows us down.

the moral implications of what we are
reading for our lives. This certainly has a
place — we carry the Word back into our
daily living. But the Word is primarily not
moral exhortation but a revelation of
God. “We learn the heart of God in the
Word of God,” as Gregory the Great

Listening: all relationships involve the give and take of conversation

Meditation/Receive
We read gently, prayerfully until our
attention is caught. A word, a phrase, an
image causes us to pause. When this
happens we stay with it. We actively
receive the Word. One way is to repeat
the word or phrase mantra-like, aware of
the feelings that are awakened. We
meditate as much with our mouths and
hearts as with our heads. Sometimes it
helps to insert your own name, making it
a personal word: “Who do you say I am,
Francis?” This stage of mediation /
receiving the Word has been compared
with a cow chewing the cud, getting all
the nourishment it can from the food. Or
repeating the chosen word or phrase over
and over has been compared to a child
sucking a hard sweet, savouring its taste
and sweetness. Through meditation we
allow God's Word to become His word for
us now, a word that touches us and
affects us at our deepest levels.
There is a danger at this point of just
thinking about the Word, of looking at

reminds us. So God’s Word to us is more
a fact of love to be absorbed rather than
just an idea to be thought about. The
Word must influence, not just the way
we think about God, but the way we feel
about God.
St Benedict instructs us to listen
“with the ear of the heart.” When we
find a word or passage that speaks to us,
we allow it to interact with our inner
world. God speaks to us not only through
the words but also though our responses
to the words. Our response is an integral
part of lectio. God is saying something
about Himself, but also something to us
about ourselves and we need to be
attentive to both messages. The text is
both a window through which we gaze on
God and a mirror in which we see
ourselves.
What are our feelings as we ponder
this Scripture passage? Are we feeling
peaceful, loving, trusting, joyful, sad,
discouraged, confused or disturbed by
the Word? What are these feelings saying
17

to us? Depending on our given situation,
listening to the Word can be easy or
difficult. There are times when we
simply do not want to hear what the Lord
has to say to us. We may be agitated,
angry, distracted, rather be somewhere
else, too busy, more interested in other
things. Or we can think we know all
about a certain passage of Scripture;
there is nothing more there for us. Or
there can be a deep sense of worthlessness, that one is unlovable, that
blocks the inflow of love. Any of these
various attitudes can be a wall that
keeps the Word out. Our resistance can
be very real. There are places we don’t
want God to go with His revealing light.
But becoming aware of that resistance to
God’s call to surrender is always the first
step to deeper self-knowledge and a
deeper relationship with our Creator. It is
a step in the right direction.
As we expose ourselves to the Word
we can discover some surprising tender
spots within ourselves. For example, we
are pondering Christ’s words: “Is there a
man among you that would hand his son
a stone when he asked for bread”
(Matthew 7:9). Staying with those words,
repeating them, letting them sink in, it
might dawn on us that the deep down
truth is that when we pray we expect a
stone not bread! Or we expect a stony
silence. So rather than experience disappointment, we make no real request of
God at all. It is a painful revelation that
leads to difficult questions: how much
trust in God do I really have? What is my
deep down image of God? Have I been
angry with God for some time? These are
uncomfortable questions but the
discomfort can be creative because the
next step in the process is to take all this
to God in honest prayer. It is an essential
part of prayer to notice the negative as
well as the positive feelings that arise
when before the Word, and to bring all to
prayer.
Prayer/Respond
We absorb the Word until it becomes
prayer in us — praise, thanksgiving,
adoration, repentance, petition, lament
— whatever way our spirit is moved to
pray. We respond in simple prayer to the
Word that has come to us. We put words
on our positive as well as negative
reactions to the Word and we share these
with God. This prayer arises spontaneously as we respond authentically as in
a conversation. Blessed Columba Marmion
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puts it well: “We read under the eye of
God until the heart is touched and leaps
into flame.” At this stage St Benedict
teaches: “Let prayer be brief and pure.”
The prayer should be from the heart,
best in one’s own words. This prayer
continues as long as it is “pure,” that is,
without distractions. When persistent
distractions begin to come in we move
back to the Scriptures and begin reading
again.
Contemplation/Rest
However, sometimes our prayer, led by
the Spirit, moves deeper, into a time of
contemplation. The grace can be given
that our prayer turns into a silent resting
in the Lord, filled with the awareness of
His presence. It is a time of simply being
with the Lord without words or thoughts.
Contemplation has been described as
taking a long, loving look. We simply gaze
lovingly on the Lord and pay Him rapt
attention. There are moments when no
words are necessary. If there is such a

touch of the Spirit, we accept it gratefully and do not try to force prayer or
return to reading while this grace lasts.
Last year, the Minister General
presented the Order with a beautiful
document on the role of the Scriptures in
the Franciscan life, Mendicants of
Meaning: Led by the Word. He wrote:
“The Lord reveals and gives Himself to us
in the Word. He enlightens and transforms us through His Word. He frees and
guides, questions and rebukes, admonishes, consoles and saves us though His
Word. We are a people who believe in a
God who speaks and reveals Himself, a
fraternity which lives listening to the
Word. For the People of God, to receive
the Word is to receive God Himself, and
to receive God is to receive life.” It is to
receive this gift of life that we approach
the Scriptures in a spirit of faith and
prayer in the practice of lectio divina.
We come to the Word in order to read,
receive, respond and rest. I
fjcofm@yahoo.com

Next Step…

After completing their novitiate year, Brs David Collins (Cork City)
and Jack O'Riordan (Kanturk, Co Cork) celebrated their first
Profession of vows as Franciscans, in Ennis, on 12th September.
They now move on to Canterbury, England, to continue their studies.
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Franciscans Celebrating 800 Years

O Saint Francis,
stigmatised on La Verna,
the world longs for you
as an icon of Jesus crucified.
It needs your heart, open for God and humanity,
your bare and wounded feet,
your pierced and pleading hands.
It longs for your weak voice,
strong with the power of the Gospel.
O Francis, help the men and women of today
to acknowledge the evil of sin
and to seek cleansing from it in penance.
Help them to free themselves
from the very structures of sin
which oppress society today.
Arouse in the awareness of those who govern
the urgent need for peace between nations and peoples.
Pour into the young your zest for living;
help them refuse the snares
of the many cultures of death.
To those who have been offended
by wickedness of every kind,
communicate your joy, O Francis,
in learning to forgive.
To all who are crucified by suffering,
by hunger, by war,
open once again
the door of hope.
Amen.

– John Paul II, Chapel of the Stigmata, La Verna.
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Fishing for Souls in New
W

e Irish called it Talamh an
Éisc, the Land for Fishing. For
centuries Irish seafarers
crossed the Atlantic each summer to
fish the rich waters of the Grand Banks.
English boats on their way west often
called into Waterford and Wexford on
the south coast of Ireland. They got
provisions and often picked up Irish
crewmen. Over time a small Irish
colony was established at Conception
Bay. The Irish colony grew but the
faithful had to cross the Atlantic back
to Ireland for the sacraments. By 1763
one-third of the population was Irishspeaking and even today Irish culture
and accents underlie the way of life in
Newfoundland. The locals began
planning to get a Catholic priest for
Newfoundland. Three Catholic
businessmen from the island were
wintering in Waterford. They had been
appointed by their co-religionists to
invite Franciscan priest, James O’Donell
(as he spelt his name), a Clonmel man
resident in Waterford, to come out
there. A former Minister Provincial, he
was a priest of great ability, capable of
preaching fluently both in English and
Irish. This latter was absolutely
necessary since many Catholics on the
island spoke only Irish. On 14th January
1784 James Keating, Pat Gaul and John
Cummins wrote from Waterford to
Bishop James Talbot, Vicar Apostolic in
London, requesting the appointment of
O’Donell.
It took time to get all those
involved to agree. The British
government approved an annual
pension or salary of £75 while charging
him an annual rent of £28 for the site
of his chapel. Propaganda Fide in Rome
was in favour and appointed him
Prefect Apostolic of Newfoundland. In
all humility he continued to use the
title of Superior of the Mission until he
became a bishop. Communications were
difficult in those days, particularly to
obscure islands on the far side of the
Atlantic. It took two years for the
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FR PATRICK
CONLAN, OFM,
tells of
James O’Donell,
the first Bishop of
Newfoundland.

letters of appointment to catch up with
O’Donell! The vicariate covered not
only Newfoundland but also Labrador,
Greenland and all areas from there up
to the North Pole!
Religious Tensions
Fr O’Donell sailed from Waterford early
in May 1784 and arrived in
Newfoundland on 4th July. He settled in
St John’s where Governor John
Campbell welcomed him with open
arms. The Protestant ministers were
not so welcoming. The Rev Walter Price
of the established church followed the
traditional British view of Catholics. He
claimed and reported back to England
that the new arrival would bind the
Irish together in a conspiracy to betray
Newfoundland to the French in any
future war. The Governor protected

O’Donell from the wiles of Price by
praising him in private and in public for
spreading an atmosphere of peace and
concord among the inhabitants. The
Rev John Jones of the Congregationalist
Chapel had preached vitriolic antiCatholic sermons. The Irish living in the
area became extremely annoyed and
attacked the chapel. Jones was
summoned to appear before the local
magistrate and explain himself.
O’Donell went to defend him, pointing
out that, if a minister chooses to stress
differences the resulting opposition
leads to people becoming obnoxious to
both God and man. O’Donell wished for
nothing more than that we may all live
in such tranquillity and good will
towards each other in this life as may
enable us to attain every necessary
qualification to enjoy the everlasting
bliss for which we have been originally
created in the life to come. Another
opponent of O’Donell was Prince
William Henry Duke of Clarence and
later King William IV, when he stayed
for a while in Newfoundland. He
instructed all true Protestants to have
no truck with Catholics. He claimed
that any priest receiving a Protestant
into the Catholic religion was guilty of
treason. The prince tried to stop mixed
marriages and having Catholics and
Protestants buried in the same
cemetery. The governor managed to
restore a kind of peace. The future king
eventually flung an iron file at
O’Donell, hitting him on the shoulder.
The Irish priest charitably dismissed it
as the impetuosity of youth.
Made Bishop
Some priests came to assist O’Donell,
both Franciscan and Dominican. Not all
were suitable and did not remain. Fr
O’Donell was now well established in
Newfoundland and beloved by his
community. They decided that it was
time for his promotion and wrote a
petition to Pope Pius VI on 20th
November 1794 asking for his
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wfoundland
appointment as a Vicar Apostolic and a
Bishop. The petition was signed by the
three priests on the island — the
Franciscans Ewer (Ferryland) and
Phelan (Harbour Grace) and the
Dominican Burke (Placentia) — and
eighteen business people. Rome was
happy to accede to their request and
Pius VI issued the necessary documents
in January 1795.
There were only two residential
bishops in North America at this time.
O’Donell considered going to Baltimore
where Bishop John Carroll would consecrate him as a bishop. Unfortunately
there was war between Napoleon’s
France and Britain, with the possibility
of the young USA becoming involved. A
French frigate had captured the holy
oils being brought to Newfoundland
earlier in the year. While on visitation
of his outposts, the bishop’s ship had
been blown off course and drifted
among icebergs for three days. The
other bishop was François Hubert in
Quebec. O’Donell sailed for Quebec on
22nd July 1796. The journey took fortytwo days. He was consecrated titular
Bishop of Thyatira on 21st September
by Bishop Hubert, assisted by two
priests, Henry Gravé and Philip
Desjardins. While this was against
canon law, which demanded three
bishops for a consecration, a dispensation had been granted because of the
circumstances. There was another
bishop available, Bishop Denaut at
Longueuil, but O’Donell had discovered
a ship heading back for Newfoundland
and would not delay. He set out but
met some refugees who informed him
that the French had captured the
island. He returned to Quebec. On 26th
October he set out for Halifax, hoping
to get more accurate information. A
storm blew up and the captain of the
ship decided to head for Europe. The
ship was blown across the Atlantic for
thirty-five days and narrowly escaped
shipwreck before arriving at the island
of Guernsey. He spent twelve days
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there recovering
before sailing to
England. Then it
was by coach
across England
and South Wales,
then by sail over
the Irish Sea.
Now, nearly 60
years of age,
O’Donell was
exhausted and
had lost most of
his luggage,
including the
documents
regarding his
consecration. He
finally got back
to Waterford,
where he could rest and recuperate. He
spent six months re-energising himself
among his friends.
By summer he was back at base
again. He found that there were some
three hundred French prisoners-of-war
in Newfoundland. While glad that they
attended Mass on Sundays, he was not
impressed by the way they wore revolutionary emblems while in church. The
war with France cost him a total of
£500 in lost goods and money. In April
1800 he helped quell a mutiny in the
barracks at St John’s. About seventy
soldiers of the Newfoundland Regimen
of Fencibles who had joined the United
Irishmen had planned to meet after
Mass, proceed to the Protestant church
and make prisoners of all there. The
authorities were able to react quickly
and captured the most dangerous
individuals.

Last Days
By 1800 the population of Newfoundland
was 35,000 of which 27,000 or 75% were
Catholics. Bishop O’Donell had divided
the island into four pastoral districts
staffed by the bishop and four priests.
Fr Patrick Phelan had drowned while on
parish visitation near Harbour Grace in

Newfoundland:
Talamh an Éisc,
the Land
for Fishing

1799. There were reports that his ghost
walked the beach for many years afterwards. Bishop O’Donell had not been
young when he came to Newfoundland
and was feeling the strain of ministering
there. He applied for a coadjutor in
1804 after twenty years in
Newfoundland and now aged sixty-six.
The number of practising Catholics had
increased from just fifteen to fifteen
thousand. He recommended that his
successor be recruited in Ireland,
possibly in consultation with Archbishop
Troy of Dublin. Troy listed three
Franciscans — Bernard Brady, former
Provincial, Bonaventure Stewart, actual
Provincial, and Patrick Lambert, Custos
or assistant Provincial. Lambert from
Kildavin in Wexford accepted the task.
Archbishop Troy of Dublin, assisted by
Bishop Delany of Kildare and Leighlin
with coadjutor Bishop Ryan of Ferns,
consecrated him as titular Bishop of
Chytri in the Franciscan Church in
Wexford on 4th May 1806. He set sail
almost immediately and also brought
several more priests to the island.
Bishop O’Donell resigned in 1807 and
returned to Waterford where he died in
1811 and was buried in St Mary’s Church
in Clonmel. I
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Franciscan Youth on Pilgrimage

In honour of the 800th anniversary of
their foundation in 1209, the
Franciscan friars of Europe invited
youth from the “Old Continent” to
Santiago de Compostela, Spain, for the
Second European Franciscan Meeting,
9th - 15th August. The centre of the
Meeting was the visit to the tomb of
the Apostle St James, where tradition
holds St Francis also went on
pilgrimage in his day. The slogan for
the meeting was: “Good path, Good
People!” It aimed to communicate the
values promoted by St Francis (faith in
Christ, peace, dialogue, love for the
poor, and respect for creation) to the
next generation. In August 2007 the
First Meeting took place in Assisi and
was attended by 1,000 youth from 19
European countries, to discover St
Francis' contribution to the faith and to
culture on the continent. This August
1,200 youth gathered the first day in
Leon, then dividing into five groups,
each group walked two different
segments of the Camino. A group of
young people from Ireland were joined
by friars Caoimhín Ó Laoide, Minister
Provincial, Gearóid Ó Conaire and Liam
Kelly. Fr Jose Rodriguez Carballo,
Minister General, told the youth to
"live the faith with the same radicality
as St Francis. The world today is in
need of coherent Christians. Bear
witness to the joy of having met Christ
and Francis.”

News from
around the . . .

Franciscan World

Entwined: pilgrims from Hungary enjoy the Franciscan
Youth Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela

replace him in this capacity Fr Bill
Lovett, OFM, has been elected the
new Vicar Provincial. From Dingle, Co

Kerry, he was a teacher before joining
the Order. He has been a missionary in
South Africa since the 1970s. I

New Leadership

Fr Augustine Makhomba Khanyile,
OFM, has been elected Minister
Provincial of the Franciscans in
Southern Africa, in succession to Fr
Vincent Zungu, who has been called to
Rome as a councillor for Africa to the
Order’s Minister General. Under his
predecessor, he was Vicar Provincial of
the Franciscans in Southern Africa. To
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Jubilees: The feast day of the Birth of Our Lady has been the traditional day
for the Franciscan friars in Ireland to make religious Profession. This year
three friars in the Killiney fraternity celebrated some special milestones on
their Franciscan journey. Our photo shows Patrick Conlan (50 years, 1959),
Ignatius Fennessy (65 years, 1944), Alexis King (75 years, 1934).
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CONOR CREMIN (18) from Killarney, Co Kerry, was
among the 1,200 on the youth pilgrimage to Compostela
organised by the European Franciscans.

On the Road to Compostela
S

antiago de Compostela has been a
huge experience for many people,
each having their own original
interpretation of the walk. In August I
was given the chance to do a part of this
famous pilgrimage with the Franciscan
friars, and, without a second thought, I
began to pack my bags, hoping to get a
bit of sunlight which we seem to be
lacking here in Ireland! We arrived at the
city of Leon, northern Spain, at about
4.00 pm on the first day. Leon was the
starting point for us as we were
only doing parts of the walk. The
number of people was incredible
and, as we watched, more buses
continued to arrive. Then at
8.00 pm we began the
welcoming celebration. Here, I
got a bit of a shock. As we
approached the square where the
celebration was, we heard this
great band playing and, looking up
at the stage, we saw four friars; two
on electric guitars, one on the keyboard
and one playing the drums. This was
something I certainly wasn’t expecting! I
didn’t know it was permissible for
Franciscans to be hippy rockers! We
arrived back to the school hall we were
staying in at about 1.00 am only to hear
that we had to be up by 5.00 am the
following morning. We were in for a
rough night!
The next day, our group of about 200
people (a mixture of Italians, French,
English, Spanish and Irish) left for the
first part of our journey. Breakfast was a
cup of black coffee (I’m not a fan of
goats’ milk) and two small pastries. The
buses dropped us off at the start of the
walk and drove on with the rest of our
gear to Astorga, the next city. After a
hard 15km trek (I had forgotten to
replace my flip-flops with runners) we
arrived and had lunch. Now I know the
organisers had over 800 mouths to feed
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but the food left much to be desired. I
wouldn’t be mad about eating halfcooked fish, eyes and all, or slices of
gelatinous ham, with a chunk of stale
bread (I spent about a week living off
nectarines and apples). But I was feeling
really great. It was strange having a very
bad three hours sleep, hardly any food

The Irish contingent

and yet I felt completely energised,
perhaps I was photosynthesising! After
lunch we had catechism which was really
great. There were only about 16 people
in our English-speaking group and we
each spoke about ourselves and what we
wanted to get out of the walk. During
the walk itself I was so surprised by how
friendly people were. Other people doing
the walk would just come up to you and
start talking. Eventually you find yourself
doing the same with others and, before
you know it, you’ve met such a large
range of interesting people and made
some great friends.
The next day we walked for 20km to
Ponferrada with only one quick break in
the middle to have some fruit which

some local farmers had put out for us.
The views were exquisite, and the heat
seemed to be getting more intense each
day. Here we had a free trip to a
swimming pool which was much needed
and then we took out our sleeping bags
in the gym hall. Each evening we had
Mass, which was said in a different
language every time. The Mass was
exciting and full of life as everyone
joined in with dancing, clapping and
singing. When it was the English
speakers turn to sing at Mass, we
finished off with Oh Happy Days.
Over the next couple of days
we continued on to Santiago
where we were greeted by the
head of the Franciscans. We
had a talk from Cardinal Oscar
Maradiaga of Honduras — who I
later found out plays the
saxophone! For the final segment
of the walk (3km) we took a bus to
Muxia where we spent a few hours at
the beach before having a little Mass and
then washing our hands in the sea in a
ritual of cleansing. We started to walk
the last three kilometres of our journey
in complete silence. This was the most
spiritual and touching part of the walk
for me. There were over 800 people
walking together in silence, the only
sounds were our feet scraping off the
road and the crashing waves from the
ocean beside us. When we reached the
sanctuary at Finisterre, the friars went
up a hill, each sitting near the flag of
their nationality, and when we were
ready we climbed up and had
Confession. This was such an amazing
experience! Having Confession up on a
hill beside the sea and then walking back
down feeling renewed.
Many thanks to all who were involved
in organising this trip and thanks
especially to Fr Liam. It was indeed a
buen camino! I
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Inishboffin:
On the Far Edge of Europe

THE SPIRIT’S
SURPRISES

FR TOM RUSSELL, OFM,
tells the story of Inishboffin Island.

C

hristopher Columbus once visited
Galway in the west of Ireland.
He had read St Brendan’s
Navigation. No doubt he saw the sun
going down o’er Galway Bay in glorious
technicolour. It made him wonder what
lay out there beyond the setting sun,
the mystical isle of Hy Brasil perhaps?
There are many real islands off the
western coast of Ireland. One of them
is called Inisboffin, Inis Bó Finne. It was
controlled by the O’Malleys in
Colombus’ time. This island, just eight
miles from Cleggan on the Connemara
coast, strikes roots thousands of years
deep in human history.
Bright Years
Our visit to Inishboffin brings us back to
the days of the great Irish saint —
Donegal-born St Colmcille. He set sail
from Derry with twelve companions in
563 A.D. His biographer Adamnán
writes: “He sailed away from Ireland
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wishing to be a pilgrim for Christ.”
Countless others, such as Columbanus,
Brendan and Fursa, would later follow
his example. The monks landed on Iona
off the coast of Scotland. They brought
with them a great tradition of holiness
and learning. Iona thrived under its
wonderful leader. Colmcille would
spend 34 years on Iona dying in 597
A.D. He and his monks reached out
north to the Picts and south to such
places as the holy island of Lindisfarne
in Northumbria. Three successive
Bishop Abbots of Lindisfarne would
come from Iona. They were Sts Aidan,
Finan and Colmán. Colmán had spent
over 30 years on Iona prior to his
appointment to Lindisfarne. He had
been born in Connaught.
The problem of how to date Easter
was debated at the Synod of Whitly,
664 A.D. The Celts had one system, the
Romans another. The Synod decided
against the Celtic system. The king had

to request Colmán, who could not
accept the decision, to leave
Lindisfarne. Colmán sadly did so
returning with both Irish and Saxon
monks. They then set sail and began a
new monastery on Inishboffin. This
foundation thrived. Colmán made one
more move taking his Saxon monks to
“Mayo of the Saxons” abbey in Co
Mayo. St Colmán of Inishboffin died on
8th August 674.
You may still see the ruined 14th
century chapel standing on the abbey
site in Inisboffin graveyard today. The
entire story is caught by local expert
Marie Coyne in her beautiful book: St
Colman’s Cemetery, Inishboffin Island.
She records a gripping story of faith,
tenacity and tragedy reaching to our
own days when Inishboffin, with its two
hundred inhabitants, thrives. Visitors
flock to the island described as “holy
healthy Boffin” by Fr David
O’Callaghan, OFM.
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Dark Years
The Vikings and later the
Normans pillaged the Celtic
monastery. But the real darkness
fell with the coming of Oliver
Cromwell to Ireland in August
1649. Sadly, Eoin Rua Ó Néill died
in November the same year.
Cromwell wrote a letter after he
had sacked Drogheda where he
mentions some few prisoners kept
alive “in safe custody for
Barbados.” Irish bishops meeting
at Clonmacnoise in December
1649 also refer to the “Tobacco
Island” punishment. They meant
Barbados in the West Indies.
The English government had a
Dr Petty do a full survey of Ireland.
His Down Survey states that in the
decade since 1641 a half million
Irish Catholics died “wasted by
sword, plague, famine and
hardship.” The Royalist soldiers then
left Ireland to enlist in foreign armies,
and the grim days of “to hell or to
Connaught” ensued as the Catholic
population was forcefully transplanted
to the west of the country. Resistance
meant execution or deportation to the
West Indies. There they were sold as
slaves, just like the millions of Africans.
That background allows us now to
return to Galway. The Cromwellian
army laid siege to Galway in 1651. The
town held out until it surrendered in
1653. The infamous Sir Charles Coote
and Colonel Stubbs were the main
persecutors. Many clergy had sought
refuge in the west, even out in the
Aran Islands and Inisboffin. The priest
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Holy place: St Colmán Abbey

hunters searched everywhere. The cold,
callous, cruel claws of the Cromwellians
reached even to the islands. The
Inishboffin royalist garrison surrendered
on 14th February 1653.
Cromwell’s Fort was erected on the
site occupied by the O’Malleys and the
Spanish pirate Bosco. Hardiman’s History
of Galway, written in 1820, reads:
“Upwards of 50 Catholic clergy were
shipped to the islands of Aran and Boffin
until they could be transported to the
West Indies, and being allowed
twopence a day for their support they
were nearly famished.” Archbishop John
de Burgo writes in 1658 that “the

prisoners are compelled to subsist on
herbs and water.” The reason priests
and religious were shipped to the
islands was that the colonials did not
want them. The islands became
concentration camps, to quote Sean
O Callaghan in To Hell or Barbados.
Those who survived imprisonment,
torture and death were sold as
slaves in the West Indies.
We know the names of some
Franciscan friars who were
imprisoned: Thomas Burke,
Thomas MacKiernan, Terence
O’Gowan, Hugo McKeon and four
companions, and James Fallon.
When Charles II was restored as
king in 1662 priests were released.
But the Franciscan ex-Provincial,
Brian McGeollacoinning, was left
to die in Cromwell’s Fort in 1663.
It is true that the written records
are sparse. However, the folk memory of
the islanders recalls the remote cave
where the priests were held as the
priosún. The place name speaks
volumes, as does “the martyr’s field,”
and the memory of the bishop chained
to rock until drowned by the incoming
tide.
The hunted priests were but part of
the immense tragedy visited on the
wives and children of the Royalist Irish
soldiers who had gone abroad. Fr
Aubrey Gwynn, SJ, estimated that some
50,000 Irish men, women and children
were deported to the West Indies and
sold as slaves. Such deliberate ethnic
cleansing led on to the Williamites, the
broken 1691 Treaty of Limerick, and to
the full rigour of the penal laws days.

Cromwell’s Fort: a terrible time of suffering
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Better Times
The population of Innisboffin was
about 1,500 as the 19th century
dawned. St Colman Church on the
island was dedicated in 1913. A
sacristy wall plaque provides a list of
all the clergy who have served there
since the 1800s. Top of the list reads:
“1800-1825 two friars serving from
Ballinakill.” The three diocesan priests
who follow came from the same place.
This might be a Ballinakill near
Loughrea in Co Galway. However, the
recently-published Islands of Ireland
by Nutan also introduces us to the
Friar Island, the island of the big seal.

On some island I long to be,
A rocky promontory, looking on
The coiling surface of the sea
To see the waves, crest on crest
Of the great shining ocean, composing
A hymn to the creator, without rest.

– Colmcille

(Translated from Irish Gaelic by John Montague)

It is close to nearby Innishshark, now
uninhabited. One wonders where the
name came from, even if we know
that there had been a Franciscan
house on Aran, not too far away.

The various branches of the
Franciscan family have been part and
parcel of the story of the western
islands for long centuries. The people
have weathered great storms, not least
the Atlantic gales lashing the islands
and the storms of bitter persecution of
the Catholic faith. Please God we shall
be spared any further Cromwells, and
the torch of faith and freedom will
continue to shine in this new
millennium from Inishboffin to the
rising sun.

Photos courtesy of Marie Coyne,
Inishboffin.
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The Franciscan
Vision of Creation

FAITH IN
ACTION

FR GEARÓID Ó CONAIRE, OFM, looks at how Francis and
Clare viewed the gift of creation.

I

n the light of St Francis Feast (4th
October) I decided to offer a
Franciscan introduction to a booklet
on the integrity of creation, written by
Fr Markus Heinze, a German friar and Sr
Chiara Cristina Longinotti, OSC, an
Italian Poor Clare. The booklet, entitled
Earth Community, in Christ through the
Integrity of Creation towards Justice
and Peace for All, was developed by
several people, including men and
women religious from different congregations based in Rome. There is also a
biblical contribution from an Irish
woman theologian who is a member of
the Church of Ireland. The booklet is
one of a series with the objective of
encouraging people, particularly
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religious, to look at the moral implications of the way they live and their
responsibility, as Christians, to adjust
lifestyle accordingly for “life’s sake.”
The book takes the See, Judge and
Act approach. The first part (the See
section) of the booklet gives an
overview of the state of the planet,
limited to five issues — climate change,
biodiversity, peak oil, transgenic seeds
and water. The second (the Judge
section) presents theological, scriptural
and ethical reflections. The final part
(the Act section) offers a series of
practical suggestions for changing
personal and communal behaviour and
working for appropriate national and
international legal frameworks that

ensure a sustainable future for the Earth
Community. Finally, the booklet offers
resources, accounts of experiences and
a prayer service. The booklet can be
accessed on the internet for free at:
www.jpicformation.wikispaces.com/
EN_creation and www.praying-nature.com
Br Cathal Duddy, OFM, based in
Galway, has set up a site called Praying
Nature. As well as providing a link to
the booklet, he offers many very useful
tips on praying through and with nature,
particularly by focussing on the variety
of flowers and plants growing in
abandoned friaries around Ireland. In
fact, if any of you have snapped good
quality photos, taken in Ireland, of birds
or small wild animals such as squirrels,
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hedgehogs, badgers, foxes or even wild
deer, he would be pleased to include
them on the site. You can send them to
him at: cathalduddy@yahoo.com. I
encourage readers to check out both of
these sites.
In Rome a group of Franciscans,
members of the different branches of
the Franciscan Family, known as the
Romans 6, meet on a regular basis to
discuss ways of collaborating more
closely on justice, peace and integrity
of creation issues. They agreed to write
a Franciscan and Clarian
introduction to the
booklet I mentioned
above. In fact, we are
encouraging the many
hundreds of religious
congregations to reflect
on the current ecological
crisis in the light of their
particular charism and to
write something for
members of their own
congregations similar to
what I am about to present
in the following
paragraphs. The following
is an edited version of the
introduction on Francis and
Clare and their vision of
creation.

St Francis’ Vision of
Creation
Unlike the common spirituality of his time, Francis did
not separate the spiritual
world from the material
world, and he certainly did
not devalue the material
world as godless. He viewed the world,
the earth, and everything in nature as
God’s creation and a place of incarnation — the presence of God. Referring
to everything around us as creation
adds a sacred dimension to our
reflection on the environment. Francis
related to all created things — living or
not — with great respect and sought to
be subject to them. This attitude was
different from a spirituality that sees
human beings as rulers of the earth.
Francis did not see human beings as
above or outside of the rest of nature.
He saw them as co-creatures of God, as
sisters and brothers of all creatures. At
the end of his life he expressed his
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spirituality uniquely and poetically in
the Canticle of the Creatures. The
canticle does not praise God for
creation. Francis did not stand next to
nature to thank God for nature. Rather,
he stood in line with the community of
creatures and — as part of that
community — praised God as the source
of all life and of all creation. The
creatures’ praise of God consists in
their being what they are — that they
become what they were created to be.

That is what differentiates Francis’
spirituality from a concern for the
environment which only relates to the
future of humankind. For Francis,
environmental protection comes from a
deep respect for and consciousness of
interior solidarity with everything that
God has created. He knew about the
unity of the entire cosmos. St Paul said
that the community of Christians forms
the body of Christ, that the joys and
sufferings of each individual member
contribute to the well-being and
suffering of the entire body (see 1
Corinthians 12:12-31). For Francis, the
same truth applies to the entire
cosmos. Today we can see the confir-

mation of the truth of his insight in
scientific reports. Destruction in one
part of the world is leading to suffering
in the entire world.
Francis also values and loves
creatures because they respond
positively to the divine will written into
nature itself, faithfully fulfilling the
tasks entrusted to them. In this way,
the relationship that men and women
have with individual members of the
universal “community of life” helps
them to be more “human,” in the
sense that they are urged by the
creatures to carry out the
specific human vocation which
they have received, just as the
creatures carry out their own
vocation. For this reason, Francis
tries to see life from the
perspective of these creatures,
to understand their vital needs.
His attitude is one of deep
empathy, which prompts him to
look for suitable ways to defend
or reconstruct the environment
according to the developmental
needs of each living being. We
see here a concern not only for
individual creatures, but an
invitation to care for the
habitat, to protect the
integrity of the ecosystem,
thus guaranteeing the interrelationships that ensure
survival.
Rivalry and the attempt to
abuse and to dominate do not
make sense. Human beings
and other creatures are made
to care for and help one
another, thus realising the good for
which God has created them. Without
creatures we would not be able to live,
says Francis.
St Clare’s Vision of Creation
Clare also offers perspective and
encouragement, thanks to her sensitivity and to her relationship of faith
with “the most high and good Lord”
and “with all the creatures.” She
walked the same path as Francis. Who
is Clare, if not the “little plant of the
most blessed father Francis?” She
defines herself in this way, and sees
Francis both as the farmer who planted
and cultivated her — thanks to whom
she was able to find her life-giving
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environment — and as the root through
which she is nourished. For Clare, there
was no problem to compare herself to a
vegetable! In the same spirit, Francis
recognised himself in the chicken that
dreamed, and his friars in the chicks
that surrounded him.
When Clare gazes upon creation, it
is not from on high towards that which
is down below. Rather, it is the gaze of
a “sister,” of esteem, sympathy and
solidarity. It presumes a way of interacting which respects and promotes the
other. Clare invites her sisters to gaze
upon that which lives all around them.
They should see that they are in a vital
relationship with the trees, with human
beings and with all other creatures.
This relationship is a mutual giving and
receiving, and provides that which is
necessary for existence. All participate
together in the gift of life, allowing
each creature to be authentic, to be
seen and accepted in its uniqueness.
There should be no question of trying
to take control, therefore, but rather a
glorious celebration of life. This
attitude guarantees the integrity of
each living being in its own seasonal
rhythms, which are characterised by
flowers, leaves and fruit, by the
passage of months, of years. There
should be no strains or violence against
nature in its cycles of life. We need to
pay attention to these cycles, to see
them and to hear them, learning to
synchronise our breathing and the
beating of our heart, so as to maintain
the harmony of the universal
community.
Clare speaks of praise as a suitable
means for creating right relations with
other creatures. It is an explicit praise
that joins with the praise which exists
in every living being by the simple fact
of its existence, of having received the
creative breath. The beautiful and the
good are in each one. And praise, “the
ecological principle of divinity” (W.
Wink), bears each one to the light.
Aware of her own place in the cosmos,
and grateful for it, Clare is content that
the tree is a tree, that a human being
is a human being, that each creature is
that which it is!
Clare lived for 42 years in the
monastery of San Damiano, but fought
until the end of her days for the
“privilege of poverty,” for not being
Oct/Nov 2009

forced to accept possessions from
which the community would receive an
income for its support. Today we would
classify her relationship with the earth
as “sustainable.” In her Testament she
recommends that the sisters not
acquire or accept land “except for the
smallest parcel needed for a garden to
cultivate vegetables.” The earth is the
sister and mother which sustains us and
feeds us; so it should not be exploited
for ends determined by human egocen-

and proclaimed by Francis (and, we
would like to add, by Clare) is a
relationship of use and not ownership,
respect and not exploitation.”
The biblical story of the miraculous
feeding of the 5,000 can provide
encouragement as we confront our
present crisis. The disciples looked at
the large crowd of people much like we
look at the environmental situation
today. How can so many be satisfied
with so little? What can be done? It was
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trism. For this reason Clare declares
that if the land which protects the
isolation of the monastery is greater
than that necessary for a garden, the
part not needed for the garden should
not be cultivated. She is not interested
in maximising economic benefit, but
rather in guaranteeing the common life
of all the creatures called, each
according to its own species, to praise
the Creator.
As the Ministers General of the
Franciscan Family recalled in their
letter on the occasion of The Spirit of
Assisi: “The relationship between
humankind and nature, according to
the design of God, and rediscovered

for this reason that the disciples
wanted to send the crowd away. But
Jesus did not release them from their
responsibility. He asked what they had
available, and highlighted what they
were able to do. Only then was the
miraculous feeding possible. The same
miracle can occur in response to this
ecological challenge. We must understand the situation and start with that
which is possible. We must encourage
others to do the same. This will allow
us to build momentum toward societal
solutions to the crisis. Persistence and
faithfulness in the task will lead to
success. I

gfoconaire@yahoo.co.uk
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BEATRICE’S
STORY
Little Beatrice Bhunu has lost her
parents to Aids. Suffering from
malnutrition, she was brought to
Gandachibvuva Mission by her
destitute aunt. Beatrice was almost
five, but was very small and so weak
she could not walk. She was kept at
the mission for four months, fed and
cared for — first at the clinic and
then with the LCBL Sisters in their
convent. She recovered and is now a
happy, healthy child. The reality of
hunger in Zimbabwe!
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
Dear Fr Troy,
I am delighted each time the St Anthony
Brief reaches me. I am a member of the
Third Order for many years. But where I am
living means I do not get to meetings. So the
Brief keeps me connected to the Franciscan
family.
I especially love the articles on Franciscan
spirituality and the articles by members of
the Secular Franciscans, and I find them very
helpful. They remind me of the particular
Franciscan way I am meant to live out my
life. So I would be very happy to read more
of those such articles in your excellent
magazine.
Yours in St Francis,
John Mannion, SFO,
Co. Offaly.
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Dear Rev. Editor
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Patricia Kearney,
Cork.

Dear Father,
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Yours sincerely,
Sr Adelia, OSB,
Minnesota, USA.

Dear Father,

I enclose a cheque for my
subscription for the
Brief magazine. The ba
lance, I hope, will be
of some help towards pro
viding meals for the
needy, as you see fit.

I enjoy the Brief very mu
ch but have been
missing Fr Kieran Cron
in)s articles, which I
always found very helpfu
l. Hopefully he will
be returning to contribu
te to the magazine.
Yours sincerely,
Marie Lyster,
Co Roscommon.

Please write your letters, comments and suggestions, to:
The Editor, St Anthony Brief, Franciscan Missionary Union,
Merchants’ Quay, Dublin 8.

31

