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Spirit and Life

JESUS
Glorious name, gracious name,
Name of love and of power!
Through you sins are forgiven,
Through you enemies are vanquished,
Through you the sick are freed from their illness,
Through you those suffering in trials
Are made strong and cheerful.
You bring honour to those who believe,
You teach those who preach,
You give strength to the toiler,
You sustain the weary.
– St. Bernardine of Siena, OFM, Apostle of the Holy Name
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From the Editor
Fr Bernard Jones

2014 will be the Year of the Holy Name of Jesus for the Franciscan Family in
Ireland. The Year commemorates the centenary of the renewal in Ireland of
devotion to the Holy Name initiated by Fr Francis Donnelly, OFM, of the
Galway Abbey community, the Galway Poor Clares, the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary, Loughglynn, and by Third Order members (SFO)
throughout Ireland.
The aim of the Year is simple – to foster a renewed reverence and devotion to
the Holy Name of Jesus, and in so doing to deepen personal love of the Lord
Jesus and faithfulness to His Gospel. This devotion flows from the “affective”
dimension of the Franciscan Gospel vision and is an authentic expression of our
spirituality in its simplicity, fervour and clarity!
Devotion to the name of Jesus has been a strong element in Franciscan prayer
and ministry stretching back to the time of St Francis, but was particularly
fostered by St Bernardine of Siena in 15th century.
It is hoped that through personal prayer and reflection, preaching, catechesis,
and prayer events during the coming year there will be a deepening of love
and reverence for the Lord in His Holy Name.
In the name of Jesus I wish all our readers and all who support our Franciscan
mission by their prayers and generosity every blessing this Christmas and
throughout the New Year.
– Bernard Jones, OFM
(bernardofm@eircom.net)
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WHAT’S NExT?
As another year of our lives draws to a close,
Kieran Cronin, OFM, reflects on what has been revealed
about life after death.

W

e humans have a complex
relationship with time and its
various dimensions. Some
people, for instance, tend to “live in the
past”. They wallow in nostalgia, longing
for the “good old days” when things were
much better than they are now. There is
another group, however, who focus on the
future. They can be dismissive of tradition,
regarding past events as imperfect at best
and corrupt at worst. Then, of course, we
have those who tend to reject past and
future thinking, being firmly rooted in the
present. Such folk see themselves as
practical realists.
What I am suggesting in this article is
the need for a proper balance in our attitude towards time as Christians. Our present is deeply influenced by a living tradition, whereby past events, such as the
incarnation, death and resurrection of
Christ inspire and energise us in our daily
lives through the powerful movement of
God’s Holy Spirit. But my real purpose is
to make an appeal to the reader to consider how we might be more deeply influenced by what our faith tells us about the
ultimate future of God’s creation, when
God’s will is perfected on earth as it is in
heaven.

Meaning What We Say
An important principle guiding our communication with others is that we should
Dec/Jan 2014

“mean what we say and say what we
mean”. As prayer is communication with
God it is vital that we follow this principle
and especially the axiom that we mean
what we say. From the point of view of
this article I wonder in particular if people
understand what they are affirming when
proclaiming the mystery of faith after the
consecration of the Mass. Notice how
past, present and future are drawn
together as we pray: “We proclaim your
death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection, until you come again.” In the third
Eucharistic prayer the reference to
Christ’s coming again is mentioned in the
context of remembering “the saving passion of your Son, His wondrous resurrection and ascension into heaven, and as
we look forward to His second coming, we
offer you in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice.” Here, the second coming is
not seen as some neutral fact but as
something we desire or long for – “looking
forward to His second coming”. Consider
also the prayer recited by the celebrant
after the Lord’s Prayer in the Mass, where
the petition “deliver us from evil” is continued in asking for “peace in our days” and
concludes with the words “as we await the
blessed hope and the coming of our
Saviour, Jesus Christ”. Here the second
coming of Jesus is expressed as something blessed, happy or fortunate. Before
the recent translation of the text of Mass,

this was expressed as “waiting in joyful
hope for the coming of our Saviour”. Now
my point is simple: in uttering these
phrases, do we mean what we say? Do
we really look forward to the coming of
the Saviour? Are we truly waiting in joyful
hope for the second coming, or as some
cynic once suggested, is our situation
more a matter of “cautious optimism” in
the face of God’s promise to return?
Dying and “Going to Heaven”
I don’t think I am far off the mark if I claim
that most ordinary Catholics do not pay
much attention to the doctrine of the second coming of Christ, and that our prayers
for this to happen appear as a form of lipservice at best. A number of reasons
come to mind which might help to explain
this gap in our faith between official doctrine and what we actually believe. Firstly,
there is an element of embarrassment
when we hear that some of the early
Christians, including stalwarts like St Paul,
appeared to believe that the second coming of the risen Christ was just around the
corner and that they had to adapt their
teaching to allow for a longer delay. Given
our belief in the truth of God’s Word we
can be tempted to cover over issues like
this, leading to an unfortunate failure to
take the fundamental truth seriously – that
Jesus will come again is certain, when He
will come is not. Secondly, much of the
5

Christian assurance:
waiting in joyful
hope

language used in Scripture to speak of the
second coming is quite off-putting. It is a
form of language called “apocalyptic”
which is full of dramatic imagery, often
pointing to the destruction of the world on
the last day. On reading this we can be
confused and left wondering where the literal truth lies. In third place and related to
my second point, believers may be discouraged in thinking about the second
coming precisely because it refers to the
end of the world as we know it and coincides with the day of judgement when
God will carry out the final separation of
the sheep from the goats, the good from
the bad. This promised reality may be
good news for some, but a threatening
reality for others.
However, the most important reason
for the marginalising of this doctrine, I
believe, lies in the way we have as
Christians changed the emphasis to what
happens to people immediately after
death. This is clearly to be seen in our
funeral services where the stress tends to
be on the comforting of relatives of the
deceased. Much of our thinking about life
after death, then, focuses on the idea of
“going to heaven” and avoiding hell when
we die. Our concern about purgatory, likewise, leads in turn to our praying for the
dead in order that they might “get into
heaven” sooner. Related to all this is the
doctrine of particular judgement, which
speaks of an immediate separation of
good people from bad people at the
moment of death.
The Resurrection of the Body
I have no wish to deny the truth that when
we die the Good Lord looks after us.
There is plenty of evidence for this in the
New Testament, most obviously in the
words of Jesus to the Good Thief: “Today,
you will be with me in paradise”. St Paul
also addresses the issue when he
debates with himself whether it is better to
die and be with Christ or stay in this world
to carry on the preaching of the Gospel
(see Philippians1:22-26). He states clearly
that those who die before the second
coming will not be at a disadvantage compared to those who experience resurrection on the last day (see I Thessalonians
4:13-17).
The heart of the issue is that for most of
the New Testament in its witness to life

after death, what happens at the second
coming is the really important reality and
that those who die before that, while at
peace, are still waiting for the final fulfilment of their own existence in the resurrection of the body on the last day. In
effect, however, because of our traditional
emphasis on what happens immediately
after we die, the general resurrection and
judgment take on a secondary rather than
a primary role.
A related issue and one which gives
us a final reason why we tend to sideline
the teaching on the second coming of
Christ is that many Christians deny or play
down bodily resurrection in their thinking
about life after death. In spite of the insistence of the scriptures on Christ’s bodily
resurrection and our sharing in it on the

last day, many believers appear to follow
a view made famous in Greek philosophy
by Plato among others, namely that the
soul is distinct from and more important
than the body. Thus, some of us seem
quite happy to envisage life after death as
involving the soul alone, given that our
bodies return to the dust. But this is definitely not Christian teaching, which insists
that our salvation involves the whole person, body and soul and that this takes
place not immediately after death, but at
the second coming of the Lord in glory.
Looking at the discussion so far you may
have noticed how our thinking about life
after death centres on our human fulfilment and our individual fulfilment at that.
All this talk about our going to heaven
looks very self-centred. Indeed, this critiSt Anthony Brief
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cism must be taken seriously in the light
of the scriptural understanding of the second coming of Christ as the fulfilment of
God’s creative plan and the final establishment of God’s Kingdom. So, instead of
solely thinking about our own final fulfilment when our bodies rise again in communion with all other people saved by
Christ, we should be primarily rejoicing
that the work of transforming the whole of
creation inaugurated by Christ in His first
coming, especially through the power of
His resurrection, is all for the glory of God.
The New Creation
A final extremely important point also
needs to be made regarding the second
coming on the last day. It has to do with
our image of what happens to our world
on that momentous occasion. Many
believers have an image of the final
destruction of the earth followed by the
just being taken up into heaven. But there
is strong evidence in the New Testament
that argues for a continuation of this earth
in a transformed state referred to as the
“new heavens and new earth” (2 Peter
3:13). Just as we humans take on a new
imperishable existence with the second
coming, so too the world which is so central to our identity takes on a new and perfect shape given it by God. This may well
be what St Paul is saying in his letter to

the Romans in speaking about the “whole
of creation groaning in one great act of
giving birth” (Romans 8:22-23). And it
makes sense in the context of the Lord’s
prayer where the petition for the coming of
God’s Kingdom is followed directly by the
petition calling for God’s will to be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Each day in the
good we do inspired by God’s grace His
will is done, but imperfectly; on the last
day, with the second coming of Christ,
when all His enemies are placed under
His feet, including death, the will of God
will be accomplished perfectly. Of course
this includes, hopefully, our own final fulfilment, but the real source of our joy has to
be that God’s original loving plan for His
creation finally comes to fruition. Earth will
not be destroyed, instead heaven and
earth come together in perfect harmony
and human beings will once again walk
with God in the cool of evening as they
did once in Eden.
Most of my thinking in these pages
has been influenced by the work of a
contemporary scripture scholar, N.T.
Wright. In his book Surprised by Hope
(SPCK, 2007) he is concerned about the
confusion among Christians regarding life
after death and especially the replacement of the scriptural emphasis on the
second coming with what happens immediately after death. Wright insists that the

main teaching of the New Testament on
this matter is what he calls “life after life
after death”. This means that God’s Word
reveals what happens when we die as an
entering into an interim state, often called
a state of sleep, where God’s saints wait
in joyful hope for the general resurrection
and judgement. That involves the end of
the world as we know it, i.e. with all its
imperfections, but not the end of the
world as such. Instead there will be a
new creation in continuity with the old,
just as Christ’s risen body was different
from, but in continuity with, the body with
which He was crucified. From an ethical
point of view this emphasis takes seriously what we do to improve the material
conditions of this world, including caring
for the environment. On the other hand, if
all that matters is our souls and if the
earth is doomed to destruction, why
bother make much effort to improve the
quality of life in this world? In relation to
Christ’s mission in this world the
Franciscan theologian Richard Rohr
invites believers to ask the question: “Did
Jesus come with a building plan or an
evacuation plan?” Scriptural teaching on
the second coming of Christ suggests
that His plan is for building a new creation, but much of present day Catholic
practice points sadly to a belief in a hope
for evacuation from this world.

Help support our Missionaries
Christmas Gift Bouquet €2.00 each

(Including post and packaging; no order too big or too small;
6 different designs to choose from; enrolment offering contributes to
the support of the Franciscan foreign missions.)

Please send me ............ Christmas Gift Bouquet(s) at €2 each

✂

All enrolled are remembered at special Masses offered
daily for 1 year beginning at Christmas time.
Name: ....................................................................................................................
Address:.................................................................................................................
................................................................. Phone No. ..........................................
Please make cheque payable to: Franciscan Missionary Union and send to:
Franciscan Missionary Union, 8 Merchants Quay, Dublin 8.

✂

Dec/Jan 2014

7

NAME AbOvE
ALL NAMES!

2014 marks the centenary of the revival
of devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus in Ireland.
A SISTER OF THE GALWAY POOR CLARE COMMuNITY
outlines how it all began in the Galway Monastery
and what it might mean for us today.

T

here is a little manuscript note
from 1914 kept in our monastery
archives that was found behind a
picture of the Holy Name of Jesus. The
main body of the script records the day
and the date that the picture was put up,
but it is the short postscript at the end of
the inscription that has prompted us in
collaboration with our Franciscan brothers to mark the upcoming centenary. It
reads as follows: “PS. It was in this convent of St Clare the devotion was begun
in Ireland, Jan ’14”.
In late December 1913, a Franciscan
friar named Francis Donnelly (1863-1929)
gave the Sisters a retreat. During the
retreat he emphasised the power of the
Holy Name of Jesus and also the devotion and zeal of the Franciscan St
Bernardine of Siena – Apostle of the Holy
Name. Fr Francis’ preaching made a
deep impression on the Sisters, so much
so that they erected a picture of the Holy

Name in the chapel on the feast of the
Holy Name the following January. This
was considered by the Sisters and Fr
Francis as marking the beginning of a
new wave of preaching and promotion of
this devotion.
Even to the present day devotion to
the Holy Name of Jesus is very much
alive in the monastery and those who
write for prayers or call to the front door
with their troubles are very likely to
receive a prayer card of the Holy Name.
A monogram of the Holy Name can be
seen on nearly every door of the
monastery and on the exterior wall over
the entrance to the monastery. The tradition of placing a monogram of the Holy
Name of Jesus over the doors of houses
originated with St Bernardine of Siena.
He preached during the 1400s, a time of
great unrest in Italy with many factions
and families fighting among themselves.
He preached a message of peace and

reconciliation through the power of the
Holy Name of Jesus and encouraged people to remove from their houses, emblems
and coats of arms that symbolised their
allegiances, and to replace them with the
Holy Name of Jesus.
Apostolate in Ireland
Fr Francis managed to source blue Holy
Name tiles which can still be seen over the
lintels of many houses in the areas where
he ministered – mainly in Cork, Limerick
and Galway – and in some places where
he had not been based, such as Ennis.
With the prayers of the Poor Clare nuns
behind him and the example of St
Bernardine to inspire him, Fr Francis
embarked on a Holy Name apostolate
which comprised three outstanding features aside from preaching:
● The promotion of the practice of putting
the Holy Name over the doors of
houses, as preached by St Bernardine.
St Anthony Brief
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● The setting up of a Total Abstinence
Sodality under the patronage of the
Holy Name of Jesus.
● The printing and distribution of Holy
Name pictures, leaflets and badges
with the help of the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary at Loughglynn,
Co. Roscommon.
This spiritual collaboration between the
Sisters and Fr Francis led to a surge in
this popular devotion throughout the
country. (In fact, this year the parish
church of the Holy Name in Ranelagh,
Dublin, is also celebrating its centenary.)
I Have Called You Friends
We are told that for St Bernardine the
Name of Jesus recalled to his mind “the
poverty of the Crib, the lowliness of
Nazareth, the penance of the desert, the
miracles of Divine Charity, the humiliations of Calvary, the triumph of the
Resurrection and of the Ascension, the
Holy Eucharist and the mission of the
Holy Spirit.” Similarly, for those who
aspire to follow the path of St Francis
and St Clare, the Name of Jesus is an
awesome, yet simple summing up of the
Incarnation and the whole Paschal mystery and of all that we have embraced
and love. The centenary will be an
opportunity to remember again just how
present the Lord Jesus is to us when we
call on His Name.
Indeed, it could be said that the idea
of calling on the name of a beloved
friend is native to the human spirit. In the
1970s a song about friendship was written which immediately became a hit and
broke many records in sales, and in
numbers of re-releases by other artists.
The song in question, You’ve Got a
Friend, could just as easily be an anthem
in honour of the Holy Name of Jesus.
“When you're down and troubled and you
need a helping hand and nothing, nothing is going right. Close your eyes and
think of me and soon I will be there to
brighten up even your darkest nights.
Just call out my name…” The woman
who wrote it, Carole King, said of the
song: "It was as close to pure inspiration
as I've ever experienced. The song wrote
itself. It was written by something outside
of myself, through me."
In a similarly touching way Jesus
invites us to “call out” His Name.
Dec/Jan 2014

Pronouncing the Holy Name of Jesus
with love and trust is the shortest of
prayers. In a busy world such as our own
we can find ourselves in difficult situations unexpectedly. The Name of Jesus
can be a source of comfort and support
in these situations when all else fails. For
those struggling with addictions it is a
particularly powerful help when temptations are strong.
Call and Mission
Devotion to the Holy Name also invites us
to listen out for Jesus calling us by name.
He assures us Himself in the Gospels that
He desires to be one with us: “Make your
home in me as I make mine in you”. St
Gregory the Great illustrates this point in
his sermon on the Resurrection scene
where Mary Magdalene encounters Jesus
in the garden: “Jesus said to her ‘Mary’...
now He calls her by her own name as if to
say plainly: ‘Now recognise the one who
recognises you. For I know you not in
some general way along with other people, but personally.’ Outwardly it was He
who was the object of her search, but
inwardly it was He who was teaching her
to search for Him.”

And once we have heard His call, He
sends us out. Just as in receiving the
Holy Eucharist, we are sent out on mission, so too the power of the Holy Name
of Jesus at work in our lives urges us to
witness His saving love to all whom we
meet and in every situation.
The Franciscan collaboration that
took place one hundred years ago in the
promotion of the devotion to the Holy
Name of Jesus didn’t just involve the
Poor Clares and Fr Francis Donnelly. As
mentioned above, the Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary were also actively
engaged in the project, as were
Franciscan Tertiaries, who helped Fr
Francis set up the temperance sodality
under the patronage of the Holy Name of
Jesus. The coming centenary prompts us
to also give thanks for that same family
spirit that remains today and to recognise further great potential for collaboration as the New Evangelisation gains
momentum.
May the Holy Name of Jesus be
everywhere praised and glorified and
continue to be a source of peace, protection and blessing for our families and
communities! n

Monogram of the Holy Name:
placed over the front doors of many homes.
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“You shall call His
name JESUS”

(Luke 1:31)

J

esus was the name given by the
angel before Christ’s birth. It was
the name by which our Lord was
known in His family and among His
friends in Nazareth. Exalted by the
crowds and invoked by the sick during
the years of His public ministry, the
name, Jesus, calls to mind His identity
and mission as Saviour. In fact "Jesus"
means "God saves". A blessed name,
which also proved to be a sign of contradiction, it was written on the Cross in
justification of His death sentence –
“Jesus, King of the Jews”. But this
name, in the supreme sacrifice of
Golgotha, shone forth as a life-giving
name in which God offers the grace of
reconciliation and peace to all.
In this name the Church finds her
whole good, she invokes it unceasingly;
she proclaims it with ever new ardour. It
is the divine name which alone brings
salvation "for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
Jesus Himself shows us the saving
power of His name, giving us this con-

soling certitude: "If you ask anything
of the Father, He will give it to you in
my name" (John 16:23). Thus whoever calls with faith on the name of
Jesus can have an experience
similar to the one mentioned by
the Evangelist Luke when he
remarks that the crowd sought to
touch Jesus, "for power came
forth from Him and healed them
all" (Luke 6:19).
Let us learn lovingly to repeat
the Holy Name of Jesus, invoking
the name of Jesus with adoring
love, putting it at the centre of our
prayer. With what motherly tenderness must the Blessed Virgin have
pronounced Jesus' name! In the
prayer that the Church addresses to
her with the Hail Mary, she is associated with the very blessing of her Son:
"Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus."
Let Mary put on our lips and impress on
our hearts this most holy Name from
which comes our salvation.

“Everyone who calls upon the
Name of the Lord will be saved.”
(Acts 2:21)
“Whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the
Name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God
the Father through Him.”
(Colossians 3:17)
“I will do whatever you ask in
my Name.”
(John 14:13)

– Blessed John Paul II

www.holyname.ie
Check out
the dedicated
website
holyname.ie
for various
resources
including
prayers,
meditations,
Scriptures,
hymns,
and the
history of
the devotion.

St Anthony Brief
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“At the
Name of
JESUS
every
knee
shall bow…”
(Philippians 2:10)

J

esus means in Hebrew: "God
saves." At the Annunciation, the
angel Gabriel gave Him the
name Jesus as His proper name, which
expresses both His identity and His
mission. The name "Jesus" signifies
that the very name of God is present in
the person of His Son, made man for
the universal and definitive redemption
from sins. It is the divine name that
alone brings salvation, and henceforth
all can invoke His name, for Jesus
united Himself to all people through His
Incarnation, so that “there is no other
name under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved”.
Jesus' Resurrection glorifies the
name of the Saviour God, for from that
time on it is the name of Jesus that
fully manifests the supreme power of
the "name which is above every name".
The evil spirits fear His name; in His
name the disciples perform miracles,
for the Father grants all they ask in this
name.
The name of Jesus is at the heart
of Christian prayer. All liturgical prayers
conclude with the words "through our
Lord Jesus Christ". The Hail Mary

Dec/Jan 2014

reaches its high point in the words
"blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
Jesus". The Eastern prayer of the
heart, the Jesus Prayer, says: "Lord
Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy

on me, a sinner." Many Christians,
such as St Joan of Arc, have died with
the one word "Jesus" on their lips.
– Catechism of the
Catholic Church, 430-435

Explanation of IHS
The Holy Name of Jesus has been venerated
since the beginning of Christianity and appears
in the earliest Christian manuscripts in Greek
under the abbreviated form IH which consists
of the first two letters of the Name of Jesus in
Greek: IHΣOYΣ.
In the second century the final Greek character was added to the IH
abbreviation making it IHΣ This in turn was transliterated into Latin or
English characters as IHS. This custom became universal by the sixth
century. The IHS monogram was later adopted by the Jesuit Order as
an abbreviation for Iesus Hominum Salvator which we see today on
Pope Francis’ coat of arms. There was a steady growth of devotion to
the Holy Name in the middle ages, through the writings of St Bernard
and others. It was the Observant Franciscan reformer St Bernardine
who depicted the Holy Name superimposed on yellow rays, representing Jesus the Sun of Righteous shedding His grace and light on us. The
Franciscans made the devotion widely popular among ordinary people
in the fifteenth century. Some of Bernardine’s own paintings of the
monogram are still preserved.
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Church Brief
The Prisoners’ Mother
Sr Antonia Clarke Brenner died 17
October in Tijuana, Mexcio, in the house
of the religious order she founded,
Sisters of the Eleventh Hour of St John
Eudes. She was 86. She grew up in the
luxury of Beverly Hills,
California. She was married
two times, raised seven children and managed her
father’s office-supply business
after his death. In the midst of
this busy life, she devoted
more and more time to charity,
which she considered a crucial
part of her Catholic faith. In
1965, she accompanied a
priest on a mission to deliver
medicine and other supplies to
Tijuana and there first visited
the country’s most notorious
prison, La Mesa. She began to
visit the prison more often,
attending to the needs of the
inmates, guards and police, and
the transformation began. In
1977, when most of her children
were grown, she moved to La
Mesa.
Although she had no formal religious
training, she sewed her own nun’s habit
and slept in a bunk in the women’s wing
of the prison. She later lived for years in
a small cell, the walls painted pink. She
made it her vocation to attend to the
needs of some of the most destitute and
dangerous people in Mexico. She
brought them medicine, bedding, clothing
and food. She invited doctors and dentists from California to provide medical
care. When she walked through the
halls, prisoners kissed her hand, and she
kissed theirs. Notorious criminals confessed to her and pledged to change
their lives. She was known as “Madre
Antonia” – Mother Antonia. She went on
to found a religious order for older
women seeking to help the poor.
Mother Antonia went on to live in the
prison for more than 30 years, improving
the lives of thousands of prisoners,
guards and their families. “Something
happened to me when I saw men behind

bars,” Mother Antonia told the Los
Angeles Times in 1982. “When it was
cold, I wondered if the men were warm;
when it was raining, if they had shelter…
You know, when I returned to the prison
to live, I felt as if I’d come home.”

outlining how corruption leads us to
become cynical about each other, to distrust the people we regard as our leaders
and as honourable people. The bishops
recall that according to statistics in
Southern Africa "about half
of the citizens admit to having paid a bribe, mostly to
police officers and government officials. This means
that the challenge to work
for the eradication of this illness is addressed to all of
us" says the document. "If
you experience corruption,
report it." The SACBC is
launching an information
campaign through its
Justice and Peace
Department to combat the
phenomenon.

Mining
Injustices

Mother Antonia: more than
30 years in a prison cell.
South African Corruption
"Corruption is theft from the poor" warn
the Bishops of the South African Catholic
Bishops' Conference, SACBC in a pastoral letter dedicated to the scourge of
corruption. "Money diverted into the
pockets of corrupt people could have
been spent on housing for the homeless,
on medicine for the sick or for other
needs", the bishops said. "Corruption
harms the whole community. When
bribery becomes a way of life for civil
servants, business people or Church personnel, their real responsibilities are put
aside in pursuit of making money for
themselves", continues the document

The mining companies,
mostly Canadian, which
exploit the gold, silver
and other metals in Guatemala and
Mexico "not only leave crumbs, but are
generating social conflicts, and then, in
addition, destroy the environment". This
is what the Bishop of Huehuetenango,
Guatemala, Alvaro Leonel Ramazzini
Imeri said. The bishop points out that "in
order to maintain peace it would be
enough to stop the exploitation of mines
in Guatemala", where currently four
mines extract metals, but it is known
that more than 168 work without permission. "For eight years there has been a
struggle for changes in the mining laws
in Guatemala. There are groups
opposed to the extraction. We propose
a radical reform that closes the mining
sector activity", said the bishop speaking also on behalf of the local community. He reiterated: "It is always best to
consult the population about the mining
activity. For example, in
Huehuetenango, bordering Chiapas, virtually the entire population does not
want this type of mining, and out of 32
municipalities, 30 are opposed." n
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In Memory of a Stalwart Friar
I
t was with a sad heart that we in South
Africa heard the news of the passing of
Fr Matthew McDonald, OFM, at a
retirement home in his native county of
Wexford on the evening of 24 September
2013. Matt had been so much a part of our
Franciscan and ecclesiastical lives in
South Africa since his arrival by boat in
Cape Town with his confrere Jim
(Berchmans) O’Byrne on 8 March 1953 –
60 years ago! He immediately began lecturing at St John Vianney Seminary in
Pretoria in numerous branches of theology.
Later in 1954 he accepted being the first
Catholic Chaplain for students at Pretoria
University, affectionately known as
“Tukkies”. Still later in 1968 he took up a
position as “temporary” resident parish
priest in the local parish of St Pius X in
Waterkloof – a post he remained in for the
next 20 years until the Franciscan Chapter
of 1988 when he returned again to live in
the seminary. In the meantime he had
been fulfilling his duties at the parish while
lecturing also at the same seminary. Many
of the current bishops in South Africa were
students of his!
Matt was born in 1924 and reared in
Wexford and was an altar boy at the local
friary. It was little wonder, then, that he
entered the Franciscan novitiate at
Killarney on the completion of his school
years in the summer of 1942. After being a
novice he was professed in 1943, 70 years
ago. He proceeded with his education as a
friar at Galway University where he
obtained a B.A. degree in 1946. Then it
was decided to send him and his classmates to Rome to do their theological
studies at the Antonianum University while
residing at St Isidore’s College – no students had been present there since the
outbreak of the Second World War (19391945). Having completed the course in
Rome in 1950 he was ordained a priest.
He then went to Louvain University to continue his studies in theology. Finally he
obtained the S.T.L. degree in dogmatic
theology in 1952 and returned to Ireland
for a short period before finally departing
for his teaching career in Pretoria. In 1964
he returned again to Rome to complete his
doctorate in theology at Propaganda Fidei
College. Fortunately for him the Second
Vatican Council (1962-1965) was in full
progress by the time he got to Rome, so
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Hyacinth Ennis, OFM, remembers Wexford
man, Matthew McDonald, OFM, who contributed
so much to the Church in South Africa.

Missionaries: Fr Matt (left) with
the Franciscan friar Fr Wilfrid
Byrne (RIP) in the 1990s.
he entered eagerly into all the theological
and “journalistic” excitement of those few
study years in the Eternal City! The
Church was to benefit enormously from
this lore of knowledge he brought back to
Pretoria with him to share with his audiences. His doctoral thesis touched on a
very controversial topic at the time. It was
entitled Approaches to Intercommunion. It
was published later in 1967 by Unity
Publications in Durban.
In the parish Matt was loved by all. He
had a very gentle but endearing manner
about him in his pastoral ministry. And he
wore his distinguished scholarship easily
on his sleeves but one guessed by his caring, practical counselling that he was “a
wise old owl”! As a host he was an excellent cook and loved serving up delightful

pastas as well as the best beverages! His
years in Rome were not lost on his culinary
tastes. Eventually his age and health began
to tell on him and he “retired” from teaching
to assist at the parish in Boksburg. But by
then his heart was showing signs of “ware
and tare”, nevertheless he did come back
again to Pretoria and Pius X parish to celebrate his Golden Jubilee of Priestly
Ordination in 2000. In the final analysis his
nursing niece persuaded him to return to his
native Co. Wexford and settle for a quiet
time in a retirement home at Glenbrien outside Enniscorthy. It was there he passed
away in the evening of 24 September surrounded by members of his family in prayer.
His funeral took place in the friary in
Wexford and he is buried there in the friars’
plot. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dhilis. n

Christmas NoveNa
Cards available from:
Church Office,
Franciscan Friary,
4 Merchants’ Quay,
Dublin 8.
Packets of 12 for €15 or
€17.00 including p&p.
Please print name and address when applying.
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Alessandro,
the Singing Friar
Eunan McMullan, OFM, tells the extraordinary story a young Italian friar
called to be a troubadour for the Lord!

T

here have been singing priests
and nuns so what’s new with a
singing friar, you might ask.
Nothing at all could be the reply,
because friars have always been troubadours from the beginning. It is the
essence of every Christian’s vocation to
go out and preach the Good News of
the Gospel, but it is particularly
Franciscan to do that through music and
song. St Francis of Assisi understood
his mission as transmitting the joy of the
Good News; he sought only to please
his King and sing His praises. Francis
composed before he died a hymn of
praise to God, in the vernacular language of the time, which he taught to
his friars to sing: The Canticle of
Brother Sun.
The story of our singing friar begins
for me with a telephone call in
December 2011 from “Brus”, the nickname of Friar Alessandro Brustenghi,
sanctuary guide and animator of the
liturgy at the Basilica of St Mary of the
Angels in Assisi. I had known
Alessandro for some seven years and
spent three of those together with him in
formation. I had often listened after supper to him playing the piano and practis-

ing operatic arias, enchanted and
amazed by this stupendous, powerful
tenor voice emanating from a friar so
small in stature that some of his colleagues jokingly called him “dwarf”. On
the phone he told me that he has to go
to an audition with a couple of representatives from Decca Records and asks
me to accompany him, assuring me that
he has the approval for this and my
presence from his own Guardian, and
the Minister Provincial. A few days later
we meet two men from Decca in a room
that had been arranged in Assisi, and it
was Franciscan sister, Sr Francesca,
who accompanied Alessandro on the
piano whilst he sang four songs. The
performance was videoed and relayed
immediately back to the Decca Board in
London. Some 20 minutes later, before
we had arrived back at the friary, news
had arrived from London. Decca want to
sign Alessandro as a recording artist!
An Unexpected Mission
The story for Alessandro began almost
a year earlier. He was singing in a small
concert in Umbria when a singing
teacher heard him and suggested that
he should have an audition with a man-

ager. He was not enthusiastic and put it
off. But the lady persisted and one day
rang him up saying that it had all been
arranged, Alessandro was to come to
her house and sing. The manager, Mark
Pinder, was completely taken with
Alessandro’s voice and asked him if he
could speak to Decca about him.
Alessandro said yes but told me that he
thought he was going to be given the
opportunity of a choral part. To accompany him Alessandro thought of me, a
friar of the Province, but Irish in origin.
The turn of events with the offer of a
recording contract caught Alessandro by
surprise. He was flattered and enjoyed
the idea of recording songs that he
loved in any event to sing but press,
radio, TV interviews were going to be a
necessity. He was making up his mind
to refuse. But he spoke first to his
friends telling them he did not think that
this was his life. They replied that
maybe it was not what he wanted but
that perhaps it should be considered as
a mission. He was not convinced but
said that he would go to his superiors
and explain the situation. He felt quite
confident that when the media aspect
was explained they would not wish him
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to go ahead. Instead the response
came back in the same way as from his
friends… this could be a mission which
God has prepared for you.
And of course it could be said, that
although unlooked for and unwanted, it
was also a mission that was being prepared for me. I had never thought that
when leaving Ireland, a barrister with
over 20 years of legal experience there,
that I would need any of that in my
vocation as a Franciscan friar in the
Umbrian Province in Italy. But when
confronted with the necessity of advice
on a recording contract, to whom could
the Minister Provincial and Alessandro
turn other than to a fellow friar with the
requisite qualifications within their own
Province. Even apart from the negotiations there would also be the need for
Alessandro to be accompanied and assisted in respect
of his good, but still far from
perfect, English.
On the Road
So we set out on this
unlikely mission early in
2012, first of all recording
some demos in Assisi,
then flying over to Abbey
Road in London, and concluding in the home studios of the famous record
producer, Mike Hedges, in
Malta. Video footage was
shot around the sanctuaries of Assisi. A documentary, later to be released
on Channel 5 in Britain
and EWTN globally, was
made on the subject of
“Faith, Fame and the
Friar”. Then for the
launch a concert was performed by
Alessandro in front the Portiuncula
church. But this was only the start and a
hectic few weeks were to follow with
trips to London, Manchester – where he
performed live on the BBC Morning
Breakfast Show – Paris and Brussels,
where again there were TV shows,
radio and press interviews to do. After
his appearance on the Morning
Breakfast Show the album, Voice of
Assisi, moved up to No. 1 in the UK
Classical Album Charts and remained
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there for 3 weeks. It was classified as
the Christian and Gospel album of the
year for 2012 by Official Charts and also
nominated in the category of Best
Album of the Year for the Classic Brits
awards 2013. All of this of course had to
be recorded on the website constructed
by Decca for Alessandro, www.friaralessandro.com, and reported as well via
Facebook and Twitter, as Alessandro
became a social friar. Alessandro’s popularity continued to grow in his home
country of Italy. There were further
appearances on prime time Italian
shows, particularly concerts which
raised money for Franciscan missions
and other charitable causes; sales continued there until they passed the
threshold for the album to be declared a
gold disc.

The recording for the second CD
was done mostly in London, but the
record company wanted Alessandro
also to record a couple of songs and
video footage in the Holy Land, and in
particular, in Bethlehem. It should be
said that Alessandro is a typical
Umbrian who has never had any great
desire to travel outside his own region.
Before his recording at Abbey Road he
had never even been on a plane! Now
he was going to the Holy Land, a place

he had dreamed one day of going as a
pilgrim – he remarked that he thought
he would never go there thanking
Decca Records for the privilege of
becoming such a pilgrim.
The story remains unfinished. A trip
to the United States has been organised
starting in the city named after the illustrious saint, San Francisco. It will be a
mixture of concerts for charitable
causes, particularly Franciscan ones,
and what might be described as evangelical encounters, for example with students of Franciscan University in
Steubenville, Ohio. There will also be
more commercial promotion of the new
CD, Friar Alessandro: Voice of Joy
which was released in America and the
British Isles at the end of October 2013.
If it is a success not only the record
company will profit.
The portion that
would go to the
artist under the contract will go to the
Order of Friars Minor
for its charitable
works – as
Alessandro remains
true to his vow of
poverty. He also
remains true to his
Franciscan vocation
in general and the
contents of the new
CD, just as his first,
exhibit that. In addition to the Christmas
carols and sacred
music Alessandro has
also recorded Alto e
Glorioso Dio, St.
Francis’ prayer before
the crucifix of San
Damiano and his
favourite hymn to St Clare Madonna de
Claritate which he sings with an intense
passion. A Franciscan logo is proudly
displayed beside that of Decca on the
CD: it is the IHS monogram of St
Bernardine of Siena, a symbol of the
mission. Like all his works Alessandro
likes to finish with a prayer and the new
CD is no exception, and given the origin
of his travelling companion it is perhaps
no surprise that he finishes this one with
John Rutter’s A Gaelic Blessing. n
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Mary’s Letter to Jesus
a fresh look

sr mary burke, fmDm

“M

y dear son, it is six o'clock
in the morning on the
island of Hong Kong. You
are asleep cradled in my left arm and I am
learning the art of one-handed typing.
Your mother more tired, yet happier, than
I've ever known her is sound asleep in the
room next door and there is soft quiet in
our apartment.
Since you've arrived, days have
melted into night and back again and we
are learning a new grammar, a long sentence whose punctuation marks are feeding and winding and nappy changing and
these occasional moments of quiet.”
So begins A Letter to Daniel a beautifully written composition by the author
Fergal Keane. In this letter he pours out
his love for his newly born son Daniel and
as we can see from this short extract tells
us of the enormous changes his birth has
wrought in his life and that of his wife. It
also provides a deep insight into the enormity of love which a parent can feel when
cradling their beloved child in their arms
for the first time and the reminder that in
the joy of love the pain of love’s birthing is
forgotten.
As we approach Advent, I find myself
wondering if Mary, the Mother of God,
might have pondered similarly on the
changes that would shape her own life as
she carried and waited for the arrival of
her son Jesus. These thoughts engaged
me in dreaming the kind of letter Mary
might have written to Jesus. Indeed many
mothers today for various reasons, including illness, write letters for their children to
read at a later date.
So Mary’s letter to her Son Jesus
might have read something like this:
❝My dear Son,
As I feel your gentle and at times vigorous
movements within, I am reminded of the
beauty of your presence in my life and the
fragility of your life in the depths of my
womb. It is some months now since the
angel came to tell me the somewhat awe-

Sr Mary burke,
FMDM,
imagines Mary
writing to the
child who has
captured her
heart.
some news that I am to be the Mother of
the Son of God. The news itself was very
difficult to believe. At times I felt “can this
be true?” To be honest, in that moment
before the angel said those words “do not
be afraid”, my mind was in a whirl. The
news was indeed quite shocking. Though
we the people of Israel had waited many

hundreds of years for this news, the timing
and way of its coming was totally unexpected. I spent many sleepless nights
worrying about how I would tell my parents and family. Yes, those first months
were difficult and I can understand how
many mothers in similar situations of
uncertainty can find these circumstances
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Pure gift: the wonder of
God’s self-giving love.

very hard to deal with.
However, as the months have passed,
you have become a person to me. I have
named you Jesus in my mind and heart as
the Angel told me. It is good to have a
name for you for it has helped me already
to form an image of how you might be
though like many other first time mothers I
wonder how I will manage when it comes
to teaching you the values of life that are
most precious and needed in our world of
today.
Naturally I have more immediate worries. I am young and have little experience
of life and it crosses my mind from time to
time that I am little more than a child
myself. Still, part of me sees that this is
what God has asked of me, to give life, to
be the one who nurtures the child of my
own flesh with love and who seeks to
bring that child up in peace and with a
sense of purpose and a commitment to
our world and to its many needs.
Another immediate worry is that of giving birth itself. I am now almost nearing
the time of delivery and find that, with
Joseph, I have to travel the many miles to
Bethlehem. This is indeed a treacherous
journey across bandit-ridden country
which we must make in the cold of winter
and I wonder if I will even manage the
journey. Of some consolation is the fact
that I know I am not the only pregnant
woman making this journey at this time.
Indeed throughout history many women
have made such journies carrying not just
their children but the future hope of their
Dec/Jan 2014ly

people in their tired and pained bodies.
And there is a part of me which is saddened by this reality and from the depths
of my soul comes the prayer that sometime, maybe in your time, this kind of
hardship and endless human migration will
find an end.
I have read in the book of Isaiah that
you, my Son who will be the Messiah, will
also be called Prince of Peace. Although I
am not sure what this means, I pray that it
may mean that mothers throughout the
world who bring children to life will be able
to live securely in the knowledge that
peace, freedom, hope and justice will not
just be words but will be a reality in which
future generations will be able to trust and
live fully.❞
One writer who captures some of the
moments leading up to Jesus’ birth beautifully is John W Lynch in his book A
Woman Wrapped in Silence. Indeed that
is what Mary is, truly a woman wrapped in
the silence of God’s choosing and His
love. And here is what he says of those
bonds of love between Mary and Jesus at
the moment of the Nativity…
❝She… wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger.
Only that. The brief, sweet offices
Of motherhood: the gentleness that cared
Thus for a Child’s small need: the simple, calm,
Unhastened task, that in the very words
The telling takes, is strong with
humanness…❞
With these words in my own mind and
heart I can imagine Mary, having had the

joy of holding her precious son in her arms,
continuing her letter to Jesus in these or
similar words…
❝Jesus your presence is now a reality –
I hold the Son of God in my arms and my
first gesture to you is that of a mother who
bends to love, to brush my lips on your
brow, to gently touch my hand on your soft
face, holding you close to my heart in a
breathless and a blessed moment and in
this breathless and blessed moment, I, a
young mother, share the experience of
every mother who gazes with love on the
face of her new-born infant.
In this moment of love as I gaze upon
your face, the past and the future fade into
the recesses of time and there is only this
“now” moment of gazing upon the pure gift
of life that you are, this moment when I and
your earthly father Joseph can stand in
silence and awe before the mystery of God
and give thanks. This Jesus is for us the
mystery of your birth. And we are called to
marvel at the wonder of God’s love in sending you to us as Son and to the world as
Saviour. The future of our world is held in
your infinitely tiny and seemingly helpless
hands.
And so Jesus, as you can see this is a
moment to savour, a memory to hold in the
treasury of the heart and that is what I do
as I gaze in silence on your face and look
into the image and mystery of the Father
knowing His great love for you, for me and
for this world we live in.
With my love,
Your mother Mary.❞ n
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Papal Honours for Friars

Left: The gathered bishops congratulate Fr Bonaventure. Right: Fr Hyacinth with Cardinal Napier, OFM.
On 6 November our brothers, South African Bonaventure Hinwood, OFM, and Irish man Hyacinth Ennis, OFM, received the Papal
Recognition Pro Ecclesiae et Pontifice during Mass held at St John Vianney Seminary in Pretoria, South Africa. The medals were presented by the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Mario Roberto Cassari, for their years of dedicated and faithful service to the national seminary
where both friars taught theology for many years.

NATIONAL FRANCISCAN PILGRIMAGE TO

THE HOLY LAND

26th AUGUST – 3rd SEPTEMBER 2014
LED BY FR BERNARD JONES, OFM, COMMISSARY TO THE HOLY LAND

WALKING IN THE FOOTPRINTS OF JESUS

€1,659
per person sharing
INSURANCE EXTRA AT €30
4 NIGHTS JERUSALEM
4 NIGHTS TIBERIAS (4 STAR)
HALF BOARD (INCL. TAXES)

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: PILGRIMAGES ABROAD. TEL: 01 635 9300.
PILGRIMAGES ABROAD, LAURI DUFFY TRAVEL, 69 UPPER O’CONNELL STREET, DUBLIN 1.
EMAIL: INFO@PILGRIMAGESABROAD.IE. LICENSE NO. TO 052.
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PRAYER FOR
THE YEAR OF
THE HOLY NAME
OF JESUS
JESUS, yours is the name above all names;
We offer you our heartfelt praise and gratitude.
Deepen in us an abiding reverence
For your Holy Name.
Jesus, Saviour, heal the wounds within
That our sin and fear have inflicted.
Set us free from all that hinders us from
Rejoicing in your boundless love
And sharing your goodness with others.
Jesus, Friend, draw us ever closer to you.
We entrust all we carry in our hearts
To your abundant mercy.
Jesus, Lord, pour out
The Holy Spirit upon your people
That our lives may overflow with your grace,
Our days be filled with your love,
And all our actions shine with your light.
Amen.
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e Deepening of Faith and
Pat Conlan, OFM, looks at the development of
devotion to the Holy Name in Christian history.

T

he symbol of the Holy Name has
come back into prominence with
Pope Francis. His coat-of-arms
includes the name IHS within the rays of
a golden sun. This represents his vocation as a Jesuit. But the use of this symbol has a long history and the
Franciscans were very involved in the
later stages.
The symbol includes two elements –
IHS and the radiant sun. The latter came
very late in the story. In the centuries after
Christ, all writing was done in capital letters. The name of Jesus in Greek became
IHΣOUΣ. I stood for J, H for long E, Σ for
S, although S took its own place later on.
Paper was scarce and expensive, so it
became common to shorten well-known
words such as Jesus. The fact that the
word had been shortened was indicated
by a line overhead. Thus IHΣOUΣ
became IHΣ, slowly turning to IHS. By
about the year 800AD lower case letters
were replacing capitals, giving the form
ihs. It was soon noticed that the line indicating a contraction and the upper stroke
of the h formed a cross and this is the
variety that has become normal today. It
is usually printed in red, the colour associ-

ated with Christ who spilled out His blood
for our sakes. In another variant such as
on the coat-of-arms of the Jesuits and of
Pope Francis, the cross has moved to the
centre bar of a capital H. Many have put
different interpretations on IHS such as “I
Have Suffered” or “Jesus Homo Salvator”
(Jesus, Man and Saviour). These are
matters of personal devotion.
The Holy Name was sacred right
from the start of the New Testament
where an angel appeared to Joseph and
told him to call the baby Jesus, a name
that translates as “God is salvation”. As
we are reminded in the second chapter of
St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians: “God
raised Him high and gave Him the name
which is above all other names so that all
beings in the heavens, on earth and in
the underworld should bend the knee at
the name of Jesus.” In the Letter to the
Colossians, Paul encourages us “never to
say or do anything except in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him.” In the Acts of the
Apostles, the apostles were “happy to suffer for the name of Jesus”. Despite advice
to the contrary, Paul is willing to go up “to
Jerusalem to suffer and even die for the

sake of the name of Jesus”. Peter
reminded his hearers that “those who call
on the name of the Lord would be saved”.
St Stephen, the first martyr, died with the
name of Jesus on his lips. The tradition of
martyrs dying while calling out the name
of Jesus continued with the early martyrs,
particularly St Ignatius of Antioch, thrown
to the wild beasts by the Emperor Trajan
around 110AD. His devotion inspired St
Ignatius of Loyola to call his followers the
Society of Jesus and adopt the IHS as
the seal of his Order.
Growing Devotion
While the martyrs turned to the name of
Jesus for strength, once Christian thinkers
began writing after the time of persecution
their attention soon centred on devotion
to the name of Jesus. St Gregory
Nazianzen wrote, around 380AD, of the
need to respect the Holy Name, a mighty
power to use against the devil. At the
same time St Ambrose, in giving the role
of various parts of the body, wrote of the
knees having the duty of bending to the
Holy Name, the powerful Name given to
us by the Father. His contemporary, St
Augustine, often mentions devotion to the
Holy Name, a name that only those who
genuinely love Him can pronounce. We
must taste the Holy Name in order to
experience its sweetness. Augustine also
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warns us never to take the name of the
Lord Jesus in vain. In doing so we will
sound like boisterous frogs with a raucous croak, as in the second plague
inflicted on Egypt.
Writing around 440 St Peter
Chrysologus wrote a classic passage on
the Holy Name that was often quoted
right through the Middle Ages. “You shall
call His name Jesus, because in this
Name we adore the entire majesty of the
Godhead. All who dwell in the heavens,
those who abide upon the earth, and
every one of those who are held in the
depths of hell, bow down prostrate at this
Name. This is the Name which gave sight
to the blind, hearing to the deaf, agility to
the lame, speech to the mute and life to
the dead. The power of this Name forced
the mastery of the devil entirely from the

that remained popular for at least five
centuries. He pointed out that the Holy
Name had two syllables, five letters, three
vowels and two consonants. He saw the
two syllables as a sign of the two natures
of Jesus, human and divine. The three
vowels indicate the place of Jesus in the
Trinity. The two consonants point to the
two elements of Christ’s humanity, the
body and soul. In a more obscure reference, the Pope derives the Latin word
“sum” from the Name. This translates as

Love
bodies of the possessed.” By 500AD the
normal conclusion of prayers in the liturgy
had become variants of “through Jesus
Christ Our Lord”.
While theologians and preachers
continued to stress the importance of the
Holy Name, the next major figure to
spread that devotion was St Bernard of
Clairvaux, who died in 1153AD. He was a
great friend of St Malachy of Armagh.
Later authors often quote him. He
describes the Holy Name as the Name
most excellent, the Name above every
other name. “It is salvation, unction and
glory. It enlightens when it is preached,
nourishes when it is contemplated and
soothes when it is invoked. The food of
the soul will be dry unless it is seasoned
with the oil of the Holy Name. The Name
of Jesus is honey in our mouths, melody
to our ears and jubilation in our hearts.”
Despite the friendship between Malachy
and Bernard, devotion to the Holy Name
does not seem to have entered the Irish
devotional tradition during the Middle
Ages. There is great devotion to the
Crucified Christ. The instruments of the
Passion frequently appear in art rather
than any variant of IHS.
Moving into the thirteenth century, that
friend of St Francis, Pope Innocent III
(1198-1216), was very devoted to the
Holy Name and developed an imagery
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IHS: Pope Francis’ Coat of Arms
“I am”, a reference to the name of God as
given to Moses. It was also under
Innocent III that permission was given for
the first time to celebrate a Mass of the
Holy Name. Later an Office of the Holy
Name was approved. Finally bowing the
head when the name of Jesus occurred in
the liturgy was decreed at the Council of
Lyons in 1274. At the same time Gregory
X wrote to the Master General of the
Dominicans asking him to promulgate the
decree on reverence to the Holy Name.
John of Vercelli, Master General, took this
request seriously and wrote a pastoral letter to the friars stressing the wish of the
Pope.
St Francis’ Influence
Whether it came from Pope Innocent or
something that he picked up from his
mother, who was a very spiritual person,
devotion to the name of Jesus became a
core part of the life of St Francis of Assisi.
In his life of the saint, St Bonaventure
records in chapter ten of his Legenda
Maior that when Francis heard or pronounced the name of Jesus, he was filled

with an inner joy and seemed completely
changed exteriorly as if some honeysweet flavour had transformed his taste or
some harmonious sound had transformed
his being. He ordered his brothers to collect up and carefully put in a special place
any bit of paper bearing the name of
Jesus. He later applied this to every piece
of paper with writing on it, since it might
have one of the letters that make up the
Holy Name. He also used the Holy Name
in chasing out devils. In chapter twentyfive of the first book on Francis by
Thomas of Celano, it is recorded that,
when Francis was asked to expel a
demon from the wife of a good man in
San Gemini he gathered the friars around
him to pray and then said to the demon:
“In the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ I
command you to come out from her”
which he did immediately.
Similarly Thomas, when dealing with
the first crib at Greccio in chapter thirty,
mentions that Francis often called Christ
the “babe from Bethlehem” rather than
Jesus that night. In saying that word he
filled his mouth with sound but even more
with sweet affection. He seemed to lick
his lips whenever he used the expression
“Jesus” or “babe from Bethlehem”, tasting
the words on his happy palate and
savouring the sweetness of the words.
Francis also handed on to his friars one
of his favourite prayers: “We adore you,
Lord Jesus Christ, here and in all your
churches throughout the world.” Francis
also prayed directly to Jesus by name,
such as on the occasion of the stigmata
when he asked: “My Lord Jesus Christ, I
ask you to grant me two graces before I
die – to feel in my body and soul that pain
which You, dear Jesus, sustained during
Your Passion – to feel in my heart that
excessive love with which You were
inflamed in willingly enduring such sufferings for us sinners.”
Brother Giles, one of the close companions of Francis, was also devoted to
the Holy Name of Jesus and was
wrapped in ecstasy when he heard it.
Reputedly Pope Gregory IX wanted to
test this and deliberately mentioned the
name in the presence of Giles. He was
immediately transported into the depths of
divine delight.
In further articles I will look at how the
devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus grew
to become a definite part of Franciscan
spirituality and mission. n
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News from
around the . . .

Franciscan

World

Syria and the Middle East
Since the 13th century, Franciscan friars
have sought to bring hope to countries in
the Middle East. Today in war-torn Syria,
30 Franciscan friars remain there, the last
Roman Catholic priests in the country.
Through them, the Custody of the Holy
Land works to lessen the suffering of the
Syrian population. Fr Pierbattista
Pizzaballa, OFM, Custos of the Holy
Land, has spoken of the friars’ role in the
region: “Being in the Holy Land, in the
Middle East, in Syria, does not mean only
looking after the small Christian Church.
All poor people are the same. There are
no poor people in category A or B, so we
need to help them all. And the true reality
on the ground is that poor Christians and
Muslims help each other out. It's a very
concrete and solid foundation on which to
build the Middle East of the future. The
Custody of the Holy Land operates inside
Israel, Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Lebanon,
Cyprus and Rhodes. Since Christians
have been around for thousands of years,
our work is fundamental in keeping those
communities from leaving the birthplace
of Christianity. The Christians of the
Middle East are our parents. We received
our faith from them.”

New Franciscan Saints and
Blessed
The Franciscan tertiary and mystic,
Angela of Foligno, was declared a saint
by Pope Francis on 9 October. Born in
Foligno, Italy, in 1248, Angela married
and had several children. Wealthy, she
took part in the social events of the city
until 1285 when she had a vision.
Following that mystical experience,
Angela became a member of the
Franciscan Third Order. When her husband died, she gave away her possessions and started a Third Order community devoted to the care of the needy. Her
spiritual journey and visions were
recorded by her friar confessor in a work
entitled Book of Visions and Instructions.
It reveals a mature, mystical union with
Christ and the gift of revelation. She is
sometimes called "the Mistress of
Theologians". Her tomb is in the church of
St Francis in Foligno.

On the feast of St Francis three novices received the habit of St Francis in
Ennis friary. Brothers Richard Cutting (English Province), Damian Casey
and Ronan Sharpley now continue their novitiate year.
A new group of martyrs belonging to
the Order of Friars Minor and the Secular
Franciscan Order has been added to the
Franciscan Martyrology. The newly
Blessed are part of a larger group of 502
martyrs beatified in Tarragona, Spain, on
Sunday, 13 October 2013. They gave the

ultimate witness of faith during the religious persecution in Spain in 1936. They
are two friars Antonio Faúndez López and
Buenaventura Munoz Martínez and two
diocesan priests who were members of
the Third Order, Pedro Sánchez Barba
and Fulgencio Martínez García.

Available now from the Franciscan
Missionary Union (FMU) Office:
n
n
n
n

St Anthony Brief magazine (per annum):
¤12 (Ireland), Stg£12 (Britain), ¤15 (overseas)
Annual Enrolment
Perpetual Enrolment
Monthly Draw Tickets

Religious Items:
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Everybody’s St. Anthony booklet
¤1.00
St. Anthony’s Brief in metal
50c
St. Anthony’s Brief in linen
50c
St. Anthony Guide Stamps booklet ¤1.00
St. Anthony’s Relic
50c
St. Anthony’s Beads
¤2.00
St. Anthony Blessings
20c
St. Anthony Novena prayers
30c
Stations of the Cross book
¤2.00
All prices include postage & packaging.
Please make cheques/postal orders payable to:
Franciscan Missionary Union.

FRANCISCAN
MISSIONARY
UNION (FMU)
8 Merchants’ Quay
Dublin 8
Tel: (01) 6777651
St Anthony Brief

22

The“Sermon”
of a Life
Well Lived
Missionary Juniper O’brien, OFM,
who spent nearly 50 years in Zimbabwe,
is remembered with gratitude.

B

rother Juniper O’Brien lived 49
years as a missionary in
Zimbabwe where he was deeply
loved and respected by both the friars
and people. He spent his years there
building churches, missions and schools,
training apprentices, plumbing and painting, indeed doing whatever was needed.
And when his strength decreased he
raised turkeys and gardened.
Willie, his baptismal name, was born
in Dublin in 1925. He became a painter
and after a decade of that trade he felt
called to a new way of life and joined the
friars, receiving the name of Juniper.
After his First Profession in 1949 he went
back to his original trade. He spent many
years painting friary churches and friaries
around Ireland including Athlone, Carrickon-Suir, Dublin and St Anthony’s College
in Galway. Sometimes he had a helper
but often worked on his own. He may
have returned to his old occupation but
now as a friar the Franciscan spirit grew
deep in him.
Then the attraction of the missions
began to grow in him. He headed for
Southern Rhodesia, as Zimbabwe then
was called, in 1964 and took up residence in Nharira mission. He soon
realised that buildings were needed. He
began a huge programme of construction
working with local labour under his direction – churches, schools, outstations or
whatever. In a sense he physically built
up the mission area. In later years
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Juniper set up a training unit in Nharira
where young men could learn new skills
and trades. He moved to Wedza in 1971
just as the War of Independence was
breaking out. He managed to maintain
contact with the area right throughout the
war and kept it as a Franciscan mission
until Independence was officially established in 1980. He moved to
Gandachibvuva in 1983 before returning
to Nharira in 1988. Here he became
involved occasionally with the direction of
the postulants. He also served in different
roles within the Order in Zimbabwe
including Councillor and Guardian.
Juniper’s deep faith, obvious dedication, kindness and ready smile made a
lasting impression on those who came in

contact with him. When he was in Brazil
in July for the World Youth Gathering
Pope Francis met with the bishops there
and posed a fundamental question: “I
would like all of us to ask ourselves: are
we still a Church capable of warming
hearts?” Hearts are warmed by love, by
compassion, by a presence that accompanies with understanding and wisdom.
Juniper probably never preached a sermon in his life. However in the witness of
his life of prayer and service, in his humble, cheerful way of being with people,
Christ’s presence and love were proclaimed strongly and clearly.
Juniper went home to the Lord on 13
October in Harare in his 88th year and is
buried with the friars in Tafara, Harare. n
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e Embrace
fr francis cotter, ofm

T

he images went viral on social
media soon after the papal audience on 6 November. Pope
Francis had met, embraced and kissed a
man suffering from a rare disease called
neurofibromatosis. This is a painful and
terribly disfiguring skin condition that
covers the body in growths and tumours.
The disease causes great pain and can
result in paralysis, impaired vision, deafness, migraines and at times cancer.
Treatment of the condition is very complicated. People with this disease face
constant discrimination because of their
appearance. Yet, Pope Francis treated
the suffering man with tenderness and
held him in his arms. He prayed with the
man and comforted him as he cried.
A few weeks later the Italian magazine Panorama “discovered” the man,
Vincio Riva, 53, and interviewed him. He
told the magazine that the meeting with
the Pope was like “being in Paradise”.
Vincio, whose growths first appeared
when he was 15, is long-used to suffering revulsion from passers-by and
strangers. But Francis’ response was different: “His hands were soft. And his
smile was so clear and open. But the
thing that struck me most is that he did
not think twice about whether or not to
hug me. I’m not contagious, but he did
not know that. He just did it; he caressed
me all over the face, and as he did it I
felt only love.” Vincio added: “First I
kissed his hand while he, with the other
hand, caressed my head and wounds.
Then he drew me to him in a strong
embrace, kissing my face. My head was
against his chest, his arms were
wrapped around me. It lasted just a
minute, but to me it seemed like an eternity.” Vincio sees this embrace as marking a new beginning for him. He had
come to Rome with his aunt, and leaving
the square he turned to her and said:
“Here I leave my pain.”

Francis
Cotter, OFM,
sees in a
moving
encounter in
St Peter’s Square
a symbol of God’s
gracious love at
work at diﬀerent
levels in our lives.
Pic: AGF s.r.l./REX

The Lord’s Embrace
This intimate encounter was truly a
moment of grace – not just for Vincio but
for countless others who later saw the
pictures. Here surely a picture is worth a
thousand words. We see in the Pope’s

gentle love, in his physical touch a
glimpse of the divine compassion
that reaches the least, the last and the
lost. It reveals the heart of the Gospel
and captures a key theme of Francis’
papacy – God’s tenderness and mercy
St Anthony Brief
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continually reaches out to those in sorrow, to those broken whether in body,
mind or spirit, and especially to those
deformed by sin.
Preaching recently at his morning
Mass, Francis spoke yet again on God’s
goodness and “superabundant grace.”
God, he said, does not stay at a distance,
“saving humanity by divine decree.”
Rather Francis said: “The image that
comes to mind is that of a nurse in a hospital who heals our wounds, one at a
time, one person at a time, just like God
who gets involved, who meddles in our
miseries. He gets close to our wounds
and heals them with His hands. And to
actually have hands He became man.”
The Pope admits we can find this difficult
to understand with “our intellect” but those
who open themselves to “His wealth of
mercy” will know it. Francis puts it beautifully: “God saves us with tenderness and
with caresses.”
The Catholic faith is sacramental – we
know God uses simple earthly and human
things to reveal and mediate divine grace.
In St Peter’s Square Vincio experienced
that truth. Wrapped in Francis’ strong hug,
feeling his kiss on his ruined face the
Father’s personal love for him reached
Vincio as never before.
Embracing the Unloved
Many people recall the Pope’s namesake,
Francis of Assisi, when looking upon the
powerful images. Those who know the
story of St Francis embracing the leper,
one of the most loathed groups in his
society, can immediately see a connection. Surely Vincio’s physical pain is
matched by the emotional pain of
being shunned because of his disturbing
appearance. Writing in his Testament at
the end of his life Francis saw his meeting
with the lepers as the turning point of his
conversion: “The Lord granted me,
Brother Francis, to begin to do penance in
this way. While I was in sin, it seemed
very bitter to me to see lepers. And the
Lord led me among them and I had mercy
on them. And when I left them that which
seemed bitter to me was changed into
sweetness of body and soul; afterwards I
lingered a little and left the world.”
A theologian who has reflected on
Pope Francis’ words and actions these
past months said that his message can
be summed up in a simple equation:
Misery + Mercy = Mission. When human
misery and need is touched by God’s rich
mercy mission is the natural outcome.
Dec/Jan 2014

The Father’s love:
“God saves us with
tenderness and
caresses.”

Pic: KeystoneUSA – ZUMA/REX

True Christian mission, the movement outward in devoted service, the desire to witness to the Lord in love, flows from a profound and personal experience of mercy.
For some time before meeting the
leper Francis had been struggling with a
“holy restlessness”. Dissatisfied with his
life as it was he had been spending time
in prayer. He was getting at least a
glimpse of the unconditional love that was
at the foundation of his life; he was beginning to experience the Lord’s compassion. Here we see a dynamic of grace at
work: Francis’ willingness to put aside
fear and to relate to the lepers as brothers came from the grace he was beginning to experience; his act of compassion
then increased his awareness of the
Lord’s mercy in his own life, which in turn
increased his capacity for love and service. As an early life of St Francis, The
Legend of the Three Companions, puts it:
“Francis then began to consider himself
less and less, until, by God’s grace, he

came to a complete victory over himself.
With the help of God’s grace, he became
such a servant and friend of the lepers
that he stayed among them and served
them with humility.”
Thomas Merton, commenting upon
our struggle to love and live in generous
goodness with each other, once said:
“The beginning of the fight against selfcentredness, is not the commandment to
love, but what must necessarily come
before in order to make the commandment bearable and comprehensible. It is
the prior commandment to believe. The
root of Christian love is not the will to
love, but the faith that one is loved; until
this discovery is made, until this liberation
has been brought about by the divine
mercy, men and women are imprisoned in
their own selfish, fearful isolation.” In the
measure that we experience the Lord’s
embrace so are we enabled to go out of
ourselves to “embrace” the unwanted
among us.
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Embracing Our Own Leper
I believe these images from St Peter’s
Square touch on something even deeper
in our personal journies. In recent
years Franciscans have looked again
at the account of Francis and the leper.
This central story in our tradition is being
read at another level. We now speak of
how we are called not simply to embrace
the “leper” we meet – those who for whatever reason are rejected and despised –
but also the leper within, that part of us
that we draw back from in fear or anger,
hid away, and never bring into the light.
It is not uncommon to meet people
who bear a harsh, unforgiving attitude
towards themselves. In their internal dialogue they say bitter, cruel words to
themselves, words they would never say
to another. Like a dog cowering under
steady blows the self retreats in pain and
is diminished. And this approach to self,
this wound of self-rejection, can often
come from people’s stunted understanding of God and religion. Paul Tournier
speaks of a disturbing and persistent attitude in the life of the Christian community, something it is clear that Pope
Francis is struggling to overcome. “The
Church proclaims the grace of God, His
gracious, free and unconditional love.
And moralism – trying to earn divine love
by living a perfect moral life - which is the
negation of grace, always creeps back
into its bosom. Grace becomes conditional. Judgement appears.” He states: “I
see its ravages every day in all the
Christian churches.” Such an environment does not foster deep acceptance of
self in the light of God’s compassionate
love. Yet at the core of Christ’s teaching
is the call to love others as I love myself.
Ethical religion without love is arid, and
worse, can trigger self-rejection because
no one gets it “right” all the time.
Religious practice without the sense of
lavish grace at its heart leads to a mindset of strict perfectionism and with it the
sense of constant failure. This cannot but
breed rigorous sternness towards self.
The truth that God’s grace is always free,
always comes first – often unbidden and
unexpected – and that authentic renewal
of life is the fruit of such an invasion of
grace, this truth is not grasped. The
inrush of unmerited love is needed to
soften the heart, lighten the soul and heal
the wounds we inflict on ourselves.
In a powerful passage in Memories,
Dreams, Reflections, Carl Jung writes:
“The acceptance of oneself is the

essence of the whole moral problem and
the epitome of a whole outlook on life.”
He recognises that Christians can
often show great love towards others.
But he asks a disturbing question. “That I
feed the hungry, that I forgive an insult,
that I love my enemy in the name of
Christ – all these are undoubtedly great
virtues. What I do unto the least of my
brethren, that I do unto Christ. But what
if I should discover that the least among
them all, the poorest of all the beggars,
the most impudent of all the offenders,
the very enemy himself – that these are
within me, and that I myself stand in
need of the alms of my own kindness –
that I myself am the enemy who must be
loved – what then?” Sadly Jung writes
that from his experience for most believers their compassion does not extend to

self. “As a rule, the Christian’s attitude is
then reversed; there is no longer any
question of love or long-suffering; we say
to the brother within us raca, renegade,
and condemn and rage against ourselves. We hide it from the world; we
refuse to admit ever having met this
least among the lowly in ourselves.”
Looking at the profound images of
Pope Francis holding in his arms the disfigured and the shunned is an invitation
to cease rejecting the broken and
despised within ourselves, to tenderly
give to ourselves “the alms” of our own
kindness. The theologian Johannes Metz
puts it clearly: “This is the categorical
imperative of the Christian faith: you
shall lovingly accept the humanity
entrusted to you! You shall embrace
yourself.” n
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Franciscans in bolivia:
Achievements and Trials
faith in action

fr gearóiD ó conaire, ofm

Gearóid Ó Conaire, OFM, writes of the good work being done by
Franciscans in Bolivia and also of a distressing injustice.

Death Road:
the world’s most
dangerous road!
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olivia’s geography is varied, from
the peaks of the Andes in the
west, to the Eastern Lowlands,
situated within the Amazon Basin. It has
a population of over nine million, including seven million American Indians. In
2000, 77% of the Bolivian population said
they were Catholic. An Aymara of the
highlands (Altiplano) has little in common
with an Indian of the Amazon Basin.
Everything is completely different, including skin colour, language, traditions.
Bolivia is home to a wide variety of
American Indian cultures: Quechua,
Aymara, Guarani, Tacana, Pano, Aruaco,
Chapacura, Botocudo… Other ethnic
groups include mixed race (Mestizos),
Europeans, Asians and Africans also live
in Bolivia. Evo Morales Ayma, an Aymara
Indian, became the 80th and first indigenous president of Bolivia in 2005 and
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again in 2009 with 63% of the vote. He is
a socialist and his government has
enacted a new constitution, land reforms,
and has nationalised various key industries, including mining. In earlier
decades, viewed from the perspective of
military dictatorships and an almost total
marginalisation of the indigenous populations, very few would have taken bets
that such political and economic changes
would have occurred.
Corico and Death Road
Corico is located three hours from La
Paz, at 1,525 metres, in the subtropical
valleys known as the Yungas. Carmen
Pampa University is situated close to this
town. The town sits on a small mountain
slope just above a river with amazing
views over the green forest-covered
Andean foothills. Corico dates back to

colonial times and was a gold-mining
outpost. The Yungas is blessed with fertile land and an excellent climate. This is
one of the few places you will see
African Americans, who were brought as
slaves to work in the mines of Potosi, the
largest silver mine in the world. Corico is
best known for its road linking it with La
Paz, known as Death Road or the
world's most dangerous road because it
once had more deaths on it every year
than any other road in the world. A new
road has been built in more recent times,
but nothing can beat the experience and
the beauty of the breath-taking views of
travelling on the old road. As an aside,
when I recently visited Carmen Pampa
we returned by the old road. At one
stage our driver blessed himself as we
passed a large cross at the side of the
cliff face. We had already passed many
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such crosses so I asked our driver why
he had blessed himself then. He told me
that his father had been killed, along with
thirty others, after their bus plunged over
the side. On the way back we also
passed a house where the infamous
Nazi, Klaus Barbie, lived before he was
extradited to France in 1983, where he
was eventually jailed for crimes against
humanity and died in 1991. He had been
an adviser to the Bolivian dictators.
Franciscan University (UAC-CP)
The University of Carmen Pampa, near
Corico, was set-up as a joint effort
between the Catholic University of
Bolivia, the Franciscan Missionary
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception
(FMIC), the Diocese of Corico, and the
local governing body of the indigenous
people. The Franciscan Sisters were
invited by the then Franciscan Bishop to
run the project. It began in 1994 with Sr
Damon Nolan, FMIC, guiding the project.
I first visited the university in 2001 and
witnessed an extraordinary transformation on my recent return, with the addition of a series of new buildings for
classes and accommodation. Most of the
700 students are rural indigenous, many
of whom live on campus for the duration
of their courses, lasting about four years.
There are 35 academic and administrative staff specialising in agronomy, veterinary/animal science, nursing, and teaching training. For the moment most
classes are in Spanish. To cater for a
growing tourist industry, the school has
added an eco-tourism course to its curriculum. Corico is an internationally
recognised centre for adventure bicycling. One can take the “road of death”
with an exhilarating ride lasting a few
hours, dropping more than 2000 metres.
In 2003 a United Nations committee
report cited Carmen Pampa as a leading
example of how best to eradicate
poverty. Most courses are practical. Just
to give a flavour, students raise pigs,
plant crops, bake bread, attend to the
sick and teach children in local schools.
A coffee-roasting operation offsets some
of the cost of running the school, whose
overall running costs depend on outside
support, mostly from the United States.
However, students pay for tuition and a
living accommodation fee. A “pre-university” remedial course is offered to students who are not ready to begin university immediately.
The college is always looking for

mature professionals who want to help
carry out the mission of the UAC-CP. As
explained earlier it is located in a relatively remote and underdeveloped area.
It is not without its physical and emotional challenges (e.g. occasional water
and electrical outages, slow or intermittent internet access, infrequent/unscheduled transportation, limited social outlets
apart from the college, etc). Having said
that, people who make every effort to
embrace the unique opportunity of living
and working at the college find the experience to be intensely rewarding and life-

this Sanctuary dedicated to the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Copacabana is a town on
the southern shores of Lake Titicaca. It is
home to the most important Sanctuary to
the Mother of God in Bolivia. Even
before Christianity, there was an Inca
temple here dedicated to the sun. In fact,
the Lake Titicaca area was home to the
empire of Tiwanaku, the first great civilisation of the continent. The Incas, centuries later, assimilated and appropriated
their knowledge, techniques and beliefs.
Legend has it that in 1576 the Virgin
Mary appeared to some Inca fisherman

Carmen Pampa University: Gearoid, Sr Christine Cullen, OSF,
Ignacion Harding, OFM, Sr Jean Morrissey, OSF,
Wilson Vásquez, OFM.
changing. If anyone is interested in volunteering their services they can contact
the University at www.carmenpampafund.org/
The Dark Virgin and a Robbery
During my time in Bolivia, three friars
and a number of other people were
accused of robbing jewels – gifts given
by the faithful to the Madonna of
Copacabana, patroness of Bolivia.
Before I share the details of these unfortunate and malicious accusations, I will
give a summary of the significance of

during a storm on the lake while they
prayed for divine assistance. In thanksgiving they built a simple temple in which
a statue of the Virgin, famed for its
miraculous powers, made from dark
wood, was subsequently placed. The
image soon became a site of pilgrimage
for people from all over Bolivia and Peru.
The present cathedral was built in 1805.
On the night of 22 April this year a
number of robbers broke into a room in
the friary housing important historical
accessories, including some precious
jewels of the Virgin of Copacabana. The
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next day on discovering the theft the friars called the police who began an
investigation. Friar René Vargas, the
Guardian, was in Brazil at a meeting. On
25 April three friars were arrested (René
Vargas, Elvio Frías and Lorenzo
Vadkerti) and accused of the robbery.
While the investigations proceed, the first
two are not allowed to leave the country
and the third brother, who is from
Slovakia, has been placed under house
arrest.
I met the three brothers in La Paz the
night before I left Bolivia. They had come
to the capital for the first court appearance, which had been postponed. The
petition by one of the brothers to stay in
La Paz under house arrest was refused.
He was visibly upset and afraid. I am not
surprised, as two days previously, a mob
had taken two men from a courthouse in
the light of day, burning and burying
them alive. Unfortunately, this sort of incident is not uncommon. I have heard of
numerous incidents in other countries
where people have also been lynched.
The friary in Copacabana was searched
without a warrant on several occasions.
Community and personal property was
taken including books, photos, personal
letters, a camera and a computer.
Someone put a lock on the garage door
preventing the friars from leaving by car
to attend to their pastoral duties in the
parish, without any reaction from police
or judiciary. The Episcopal Conference of
Bolivia, in the light of the threat to the
patrimony of the Church, has become
involved in the process. On 23 June a
diocesan priest, Jesús Cortez, was also
arrested. He had been invited by the
Guardian to help out pastorally during his
absence in Brazil. At the court hearing
the priest was jailed following a series of
false accusations and statements as well
as intimidating behaviour by sections of
the population of Copacabana.
Intimidation
This is not the first time the sanctuary
has been robbed, leading to the installation of an alarm system around the section of the church which houses the
statue of the Madonna. A month prior to
this incident, the guard dogs of the telephone company beside the church were
poisoned and the ladder used to enter
the church was stolen. Several other
churches around the country had been
broken into and robbed in the days leading up to this incident. Despite the fact
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that the law declares a person innocent
until proven guilty, the way this inquiry is
proceeding points to the opposite
assumption.
The judge was pressured and threatened not to act according to due process
by a section of the population, which led
to her resignation. Instead of detaining
the authors of the crime, the religious
and a few others have been used as
scapegoats. Yes, human error was at
play in that the alarms were not activated, but the wires had been severed
anyway. Rumours and a lack of basic
understanding of the internal workings of
a religious community have led to a
series of lies and false accusations,
implying that they would flee, whereas it

was these same religious who reported
the crime in the first place.
People recognise the work and commitment of the Franciscans in caring for
the sanctuary for over 100 years yet,
because of fear and intimidation, many
are loath to raise their voices. The ringleaders of the campaign are known to
everyone. It appears that political and
economic interests are fuelling the whole
process, thus violating the basic human
rights of the friars and their fellow
accused. It is against these people that a
judicial process needs to be taken.
Please keep the friars and the other people involved in this unfortunate case in
your prayers. n

gfoconaire@yahoo.co.uk

President Higgins and the Martyrs
The President of Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, on his state visit to El
Salvador in November, viewed the stall of the Office of Lay Martyrs,
part of an exhibition set up by Irish charity Trócaire. The Office records
and publishes the lives and deaths of many committed Christians killed
for their work for justice during the Salvadorian civil war.

Friar Ciarán Ó Nuanáin, director of the project, greets the president.

The President talks with the daughter of martyr
José Antonio Pérez Vásquez.
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Friars come
to cameroon
Earlier this year the friars began their first mission in the West African
country of Cameroon. At present they serve an isolated parish that
covers twelve villages in the diocese of Doumè-Abong-Mbang.

With the local bishop and visiting friars.

Preaching the Word.
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Parish of Our Lady of Fatima.

With the Poor Clares.

De ar Edito r,
I wa s ve ry touch ed by th

Dear Fr Bernard,
id’s article on
Thank you for bringing Fr Gearo
my aention.
“Irish Franciscans in Bolivia” to
informative
I congratulate Fr Gearoid on his
know of two
article and it is strange that I
Thomas (Jarlath)
friars in the article namely Br
and Fr Pat
Prendergast who was my uncle
oﬃcer in
Hudson who was a fellow army
ned the
Mullingar Barracks before he joi
Franciscan Order.
who died one
One may wonder how Br Thomas
have four
hundred and two years ago could
ng. Well this is
nephews and one niece still livi
gest of his family
how – my father was the youn
of eleven, add to
and I am the second youngest
young age…
that Br Tom’s death at such a
Please keep us in your prayers.
Faithfully.

e artic le wr itten by Fr Jo
e
Walsh, OFM , on Art an d
th e He ali ng of th e So ul.
His ac co un t of his wo rk
in th e Dubli n ho spice wa s
rea lly ins pir ing . As someo
ne wh o ha s suf fered
from dep res sio n on an d
of f for ma ny ye ars of my
life I ca n un dersta nd ho w
po we rfu l art is in he lping a pe rso n ex pre ss wh
at th ey ca nn ot pu t int o
wo rds . I dis co ve red th is by
ac ciden t some ye ars ag o
an d I am ve ry gratef ul th
at wh en th e da rk ne ss
de sce nd s I am able to use
my sim ple ab strac t art to
pro vide some rel ief. As Fr
Jo e wrote it is no t ab ou t
pro ducing a be au tif ul pic
tu re bu t in some way it
gives relea se to th e sub co
ns cio us. I sh are th is
be cause it migh t be of som
e he lp to someo ne wh o is
suf fer ing an d ha pp en s to
read th is let ter.
Yo urs sin cerely,
An onymous,
Dubli n Cit y.

Jim Prendergast.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I think that there is
very little “Faith in
Action” in Fr Gearoid
’s “Search for Truth,
Human Dignity an
d Freedom” (Brief,
Aug/Sep 2013), unles
s one’s faith is in on
eself
rather than in the Ch
urch.
Perhaps one needs to
be careful of DDs
[Doctors of Divinity
]. Have they a propen
sity
to put their reason
above the Church’s
faith
in their theological
speculations? The gif
t of
the Church to DDs
in particular is its tea
ching authority.
Yours sincerely,
Seamus O'Riain,
Dublin.
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Please write
your letters,
comments and
suggestions, to:
the editor,
st anthony brief,
franciscan
missionary union,
merchants’ Quay,
Dublin 8.
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