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ALL IS NOT LOST
Often people think they are lost.
They think that nothing in the world can help them.
And then God looks and says, ‘It is time.’
And all at once everything looks different.
Everything comes into a different light,
And all at once you see that all is not lost, but won.
Remember this - all is not lost in his eyes.
‘The lowly shall be lifted up, the first shall be last.’
– GER KOOPMAN
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From the Editor
e Story Continues
As I type this, I am preparing to go to Southern Africa tomorrow to
visit our friars in South Africa and Zimbabwe. In our heyday we had,
perhaps, 50 Irish friars in South Africa and maybe 25 in Zimbabwe
(to say nothing of Central and South America). Those numbers are
Br Stephen O’Kane OFM
now much depleted and the Irish men who are still there are of a certain age! Of course, as the Irish element has shrunk, the number of local African friars has grown
steadily. In both South Africa and Zimbabwe, the superior has been a local friar for quite some years
now. So the service to God’s people and the Franciscan presence carries on as strong as ever.
The story of Gospel mission continues with a new chapter!
A visit from a friar of the home Province encourages those Irish
friars still labouring in the heat of the southern sun. It assures
them they are not forgotten; they are still much valued and appreciated. The visit also reminds the local friars that they are part of a
bigger and longer story as well.
Quite a number of Irish friars returned from the missions over the
years for a variety of reasons. Usually these men settle back into
the Irish scene adjusting to varying degrees. But the Irish reality is
a very different world from the one they left overseas, and for
some, the ‘coming home’ doesn’t feel like that at all, and the transition can be difficult.
In the space of three days recently, two former missionaries passed
on to their eternal reward. On 8 January Fr Oswald Gill from
Glenamaddy, Co. Galway, who worked for a number of years in
Chile and later with the Mexican migrant orange pickers in
Delano, California, died at the age of 99. We had hoped Oswald
would make the 100, but it wasn’t to be! Then, two days later, Fr
Peter Baptist O’Toole, from Galway city, after a valiant battle with
cancer, passed into eternal life at the age of 83. Peter Baptist
worked for many years in South Africa and left an impressive
legacy there in terms of education facilities. May both these great
men rest in peace.

The mission goes on:
Friars Walter Gallahue and
Fanuel Magwidi in Harare.

We can be proud of missionaries everywhere who have left their homelands over the centuries for the
sake of the Gospel. Ireland still has a wonderful tradition of generosity towards the missions and to
overseas development. We at the Franciscan Missionary Union know this at first hand. And, of course,
each year lay people, men and women, of various ages go abroad for a period of time to give of their
expertise and love.
Let us keep our missionaries in our prayers as well as the local clergy and Sisters who have come up
behind them to continue the good work started many years ago. My visit over the next two weeks is
another way of saying thank you to all of them.
– Stephen O’Kane OFM
(director.fmu@franciscans.ie)
St Anthony Brief
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Protecting Life: e Debate

I

f someone approached you and asked,
‘What is meant by the “eighth amendment” and why is it so important?’, how
would you answer? At a recent meeting of
JPIC (Justice, Peace and Integrity of
Creation) animators from around the Irish
Franciscan Province, time was devoted to
a reflection on the meaning of this amendment and its relevance for the ongoing
debate on the availability of abortion in
Ireland. I was asked to present a brief
summary of the context of this historic
move to protect unborn life in our constitution. In what follows I want to share some
of the basic facts about the legal, political
and ethical developments which reveal a
radically changing set of attitudes towards
abortion over the past thirty years.

Background
The idea of holding a referendum to copper-fasten the protection of life in the
womb developed in the minds of leaders of
the Pro-Life movement especially from
1973 on. In that year, in the USA, the
Supreme Court legalised abortion in its
landmark judgement of Roe v Wade. The
main rationale behind this legal decision
involved an interpretation of the right to priFeb/Mar 2017

In Ireland, as the
Citizens’ Assembly
discusses the possibility
of a referendum to
repeal the Pro-Life
eighth amendment,
Kieran Cronin OFM
reviews the journey
so far.
vacy, which was felt to be implicit in the
American Constitution. Already, some
years before this, the right to privacy was
held by the Court to justify the use of contraceptives, and thus to strike down individual state laws that obstructed this ‘right’.
In the same year the Supreme Court in
Ireland made a judgement in the case of
McGee v AG (Attorney General) which
paved the way for legalising the use of
contraceptives in this country. This decision was based on a similar logic as that

of the American Supreme Court. The Irish
Court judged that there were certain personal rights implicit in the constitution,
including that of marital privacy, and that
this limited the power of the State to ban
certain forms of family planning.
(Interestingly Mrs McGee’s barrister was a
young Mary Robinson, later President
Robinson, and her action was sponsored
by the Irish Family Planning Association.)
The Pro-Life movement, fearing that
the use of a right to privacy would sooner
or later be extended to include a right to
abortion, lobbied the government of the
time (in the early 1980s) and other political
parties, to introduce a referendum which
would recognise an equal right to life of the
child in the womb alongside the right to life
of the mother. Thus, in 1983, the referendum took place under the auspices of the
Garret Fitzgerald led government, based
on the wording of the proposed amendment formulated by the previous (Fianna
Fáil) government that had gone out of
power.
Amendment
Already, however, problems arose with the
proposed wording of the amendment,
5

which stated: The State acknowledges the
right to life of the unborn and, with due
regard to the equal right to life of the
mother, guarantees in its laws to respect,
and, as far as practicable, by its laws to
defend and vindicate that right. (Article
40.3.3).
The Attorney General of the day, Peter
Sutherland, warned the government that
the language was vague enough to permit
future judges of the Supreme Court to justify abortion to save the life of the mother.
In spite of this reservation, the wording
remained and the referendum was carried
by 67% of votes in favour, with 33%
against. So, it looked like the Pro-Life
ethos was alive and well in Ireland, even
though thousands of Irish women travelled
each year to the UK for abortions.
The concerns of the Attorney General
in 1983 came to be realised in 1992 with
the Supreme Court decision in the socalled ‘X case’. This involved a fourteenyear-old girl who became pregnant as a
result of rape. Her parents wanted to bring
her to Britain to have an abortion, but first
contacted the Gardai to ask if DNA from
the aborted baby could be used in evidence against the rapist? The police
reported the situation to the Attorney
General’s office, which decided to seek an

injunction in the High Court to restrain the
girl from travelling for an abortion. The
case was appealed to the Supreme Court,
which overturned the injunction from the
lower court. The main reason given was
that the young mother was in a suicidal
state and that this counted as a ‘real and
substantial risk’ to her life. In this way, a
desire for suicide in the case of any pregnancy could, in principle, become a justification for overriding the right to life of the
unborn child, due to this precedent.
In response to this case, which really
undermined the key value of the eight
amendment, the Pro-Life movement
mobilised to call for a further referendum,
which took place in 1992, with the intention
of reversing the Supreme Court decision in
the X case regarding what was called the
‘suicidal ideation’ condition for permitting
abortion. However, on this occasion, the
proposal was rejected by a majority of
65% (against 35%), with the effect of leaving the suicide exception in place from the
X case. Significant, too, were two further
amendments proposed at the same time
and voted on the same day. The first was
the thirteenth amendment, which stated
that the eight amendment could not be
used to prohibit women travelling to have
an abortion in another country where it

was legal. And the second, the fourteenth
amendment, on the related issue of permitting the giving of information regarding
abortion services abroad, involved a similar
limitation on the extent of the scope of the
eight amendment. Both of these amendments were carried.
These three proposals in 1992 reveal a
certain ambivalence about abortion among
Irish citizens. The decision to abide by the X
case decision, which causes a great crack
in the edifice of the eighth amendment (and
which was confirmed in a further referendum in 2002, with a narrower majority), suggests that the Irish have become less sympathetic to an absolute prohibition on abortion in favour of what some might call a
more ‘compassionate’ attitude towards ‘hard
cases’, especially when a pregnancy is a
result of rape and/or incest, or where the
health of the mother is in question.
Further Developments
Those in favour of liberalising the law on
abortion, as well as agitating for the repeal
of the eighth amendment at home, also
attempted to go down the route of international law by claiming that the Irish State
was violating the rights of women in terms
of the European Convention on Human
Rights. One of these, the Conroy Case,
St Anthony Brief

6

introduced a new facet of the argument for
allowing further exceptions to the Irish law
than was permitted under the X case. Mrs
Conroy brought this case because of her
own personal situation. She found herself
pregnant with twins, and, was told by her
doctors after tests that, initially, one of the
twins had died, and then, that the second
twin had a condition which made it unlikely
that it would survive once born. This kind
of situation has come to be called, somewhat controversially, a ‘fatal foetal abnormality’, but essentially it involves the familiar rationale for abortion in the case of disabled babies. This legal case was sent to
the European Court of Human Rights in
2002, but wasn’t adjudicated until 2006,
when it was rejected by that court.
However, cases like this involving Ireland,
tended to involve a criticism of the Irish
State for failing to legislate for the limited
right to abortion implied by the X case.
In response to calls for legislation clarifying specific provisions which would
respect both the eighth amendment and,
especially the X case decision of the
Supreme Court, the Oireachtas enacted
the Protection of Life During Pregnancy bill
in 2013. This required, among other conditions, that the claim on the part of the
mother to be allowed an abortion on the
basis of feeling suicidal, would be
assessed by a small committee of doctors,
and that abortions would be carried out in
officially approved centres, including some
hospitals having a Catholic ethos.

A further dramatic case which caused
a furore, greatly encouraged by the abortion liberalisers, happened in 2012 in
Galway. The tragic death of Savita
Halappanavar of maternal sepsis was heralded as a further example of a ‘cruel
regime’ which favoured the life of the child
over the health and life of the mother,
though in fact the death had more to do
with medical negligence than the mother’s
pregnancy. This case also put pressure on
the government to push through the bill
mentioned in the last paragraph.
It is a well-known adage that ‘hard
cases make bad law’, and this should be
taken into account in light of the way in
which the Irish media report on the sad situations mentioned above – pregnant
teenagers, victims of rape, mothers carrying children who are likely to be still-born or
who will die soon after birth, foreign women
like Savita Halappanavar, supposedly begging for an abortion in order to save their
lives!
Pro-Life
In opposition to these cases, the Pro-life
movement bravely struggles to present a
positive picture of the eight amendment,
which tries to protect both mother and
child in a world which tends to give little
value to life in the womb, and wants to
make giving birth a purely personal decision (primarily) of the mother. We need
hardly be reminded that the road to a liberal abortion regime in most countries

goes by way of extending justification from
the life of the mother to the health of the
mother, from her physical health to her psychological health, and from her health to
social reasons, which can include practically anything. Do we not see this slide in
the arguments for the repeal of the eight
amendment? The X case was arguably the
‘thin end of the wedge. Repealing the
eighth amendment could indeed be ‘the
opening of the floodgates’!
It is good to take into account at this
juncture of our history the fact that, while
the Pro-Life movement attracts a good deal
of support from the electorate, this does not
mean that it can guarantee a majority support in any referendum. After all, if we consider the voting pattern in the original referendum in 1983, we find that while 841,223
people gave their approval to the proposal,
416,136 disapproved, and over a million
people who were registered voters decided
not to vote. This pattern happens in many
elections, where much of the electorate
appears to be indifferent or apathetic in their
attitude to democracy. It will be interesting
to see if the Citizens’ Assembly recently set
up by the government will advocate a fresh
referendum on the eight amendment, and, if
so, how many of these silent voices can be
attracted to vote on this vital issue.
One thing is certain, much work has to
be done by the defenders of the life of the
unborn to move the Irish electorate to
respect the equal right to life of mother and
child in our society. n

Celebrate the Eighth!
At the LoveBoth launch in Dublin, Mary
Kenny spoke from her own experience of
a reality we don’t hear enough about.
‘If I had listened to the pro-choice line when I
discovered I was pregnant, I wouldn’t have my
beautiful three-year-old daughter, Hollie. And
those pushing for repeal of the eighth amendment would have no words to console me for
the loss I’d have suffered. I am so grateful
that the eighth amendment was there when I
faced a crisis pregnancy. I dread to think what
might have happened if there had been an
abortion clinic just down the road from where I
live. There are so many, many others who
were in a similar situation to mine who are
thankful for the life and love of the child they
have today. This is the great, positive and
untold story of the eighth amendment.’ n
Feb/Mar 2017
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country to the brink of an ethnic genocide in
recent weeks through the sharp rise in hate

A Prayer for
South Sudan
Jesús Aguirre-Garza OFM, a missionary in
war-torn South Sudan, prays and asks for our
prayers for a suffering people.

T

hroughout these past weeks, the
impatient and confident prayer of
the people of Israel expressed in
Psalm 10 has mingled with my own
prayer of frustration and trust as I witness the fate of thousands of South
Sudanese people.
The psalmist prays, ‘Why, Lord, do
you stand at a distance and pay no heed
to these troubled times? Arrogant
scoundrels pursue the poor; they trap
them by their cunning schemes.’
For three years now war has trapped
the country killing ten thousand and displacing more than two million people,
both internally and beyond the borders.
And all this terrible sorrow and devastation has come about because of the selfish interests of heartless leaders.
‘They ignore your judgements on
high; they sneer at all who oppose them.’
Breaking one peace agreement after
another, they have provoked a civil war
and pushed the country to the brink of an
ethnic genocide in recent weeks, through
the sharp rise in hate speech and ethnic
incitement.

At night, gunshots echo throughout
the capital city of Juba reminding us
that peace has vanished again from a
country that had just got its independence only five years ago. There is no
one single day we don’t hear stories of
targeted killings, assault, mutilation,
rape, or the barbarous use of machetes
to hack families to death throughout the
region.
The exodus of civilians from the
countryside has increased rapidly, fleeing the insecurity of their villages and
hoping to find a permanent refuge in
this city. Many, who are from our rural
chapels, came today in a lorry carrying
with them the few belongings they could
bring. They were bearing the brunt of
both sides and they did not know where
to turn. They were either accused by the
government soldiers of harbouring the
rebels, or the rebels and the armed
groups accused them of supporting the
government soldiers.
They experience what the psalmist
spoke of. ‘They wait in ambush near the
villages; their eyes watch for the help-

Eucharist: Fr Jesus celebrates Mass during a visit to Nairobi, Kenya.

Jesús Aguirre-Garza OFM
less, to murder the innocent in secret.
They lurk in ambush like lions in a
thicket, hide there to trap the poor,
snare them and close the net.’
Since I came to this country and met
these people I discovered and admired
their resilience and hope in the midst of
suffering. Since 1955, wars have followed one after another with short intervals of peace. Many spent years of
wandering or exile but always hoping to
come back home, and when they did it,
their dreams shattered again.
But hope remains and is expressed
in the faith of 43 children who made
their First Communion last Sunday, and
in the shouts of joy for the baby who
was baptised. ‘Rise up, Lord God! Raise
your arm! Do not forget the poor! But
you do see; you do observe this misery
and sorrow; you take the matter in
hand. To you the helpless can entrust
their cause; you are the defender of
orphans.’
As I finish writing these lines, more
shootings break the silence of the night.
Yet tomorrow, as we celebrate the
Feast of Christ the King, I will pray with
these good people, in the words of
Psalm 10: ‘The Lord is king forever. You
listen, Lord, to the needs of the poor;
you encourage them and hear their
prayers. You win justice for the
orphaned and oppressed; no one on
earth will cause terror again.‘
And I ask you to join us in this
prayer. n
St Anthony Brief
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Displaced: Catholic women in a UN camp.

An Appeal
to the
Franciscan
Family
The friars in South Sudan have
sent a special appeal to the whole
Franciscan Family for prayer for
peace.
Here the war is continuous and
there is never a day in which we do
not hear the noise of weapons in the
night and even during the day. The
situation remains critical, which
means even more deaths, migration,
desolation and hunger across the
country.
Peace here is so fragile and in conflict situations such as these life is a
constant daily struggle for survival,
hoping in an uncertain future and
spending the day amidst fears and
insecurities.
Brothers and sisters of our beloved
Order let us join our voices to those
of our brothers and sisters living in
this extremely complex and desperate situation in South Sudan and in
so many places of conflict in the
world where our friars and so many
witnesses of the faith continue giving
their lives to make Christ present. n
Feb/Mar 2017

A Call for Dialogue
for Peace
The bishops from both Sudanese
nations came together to call for forgiveness and understanding between sides.
The bishops of two African nations, wracked
by years of war and cycles of violence,
called for forgiveness among the sparring
factions so that the countries can move forward for the betterment of their people.
The Sudan Catholic Bishops’
Conference, which includes the bishops of
Sudan and South Sudan, said ‘there is nothing more needed than forgiveness’ to heal
the differences both countries have experienced for decades.
‘If we do not forgive and reconcile with
one another, there may be no end to our ills
in sight,’ the bishops said in recent statement
issued as they concluded their regular plenary meeting.
The statement comes as Sudan continues its national dialogue to resolve differences among its political factions. The bishops urged South Sudanese officials to
undertake a similar dialogue to achieve
peace.
South Sudan became independent in
2011, but within three years fighting broke
out between forces loyal to President Salva
Kiir and rebels allied with his former deputy,
Riek Machar. The violence has claimed
tens of thousands of lives and forced more
than two million people to flee their homes
in the African country.

Citing the conclusion of the Year of
Mercy on the feast of Christ the King on 20
November, the bishops said that during the
last year of reflection, they have discovered
‘that mercy is inseparable from justice and
mission’.
However, the bishops acknowledged,
hardships such as hunger, instability, insecurity, mass displacement and economic
challenges, have made life difficult for people of both nations.
‘As pastors, we are greatly concerned
and afflicted by these man-made hardships. How much we wish the political leaderships of both countries would take pity on
the situation of their suffering people,’ the
bishops said.
They also acknowledged the work of
church personnel, including priests, and the
hardships and sacrifices they have experienced.
Meanwhile, the Southern Africa
Catholic Bishops’ Conference urged church
workers in South Sudan not to lose hope
despite the difficulties they face in ministering to people affected by the violence.
‘We, the bishops’ conference and
Catholics of Southern Africa, are convinced, despite the distressing South
Sudanese situation, that hope, which is
one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, is something which we can’t afford to lose,’ the
statement said. n
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e Power
that
Transforms
our Lives
George Machega OFM has
experienced the power of
acceptance and forgiveness in
community life.

I

n Zimbabwe the young friars in formation have an integration year as
part of their training. During that
year they step back from their books
and live and work in one of the communities. It is a time to move from theory to
practice and to experience the key elements of our Franciscan life – prayer,
brotherhood, service – in the reality of
daily living. After I had completed my
studies in philosophy and Franciscan
studies in St Bonaventure College,
Lusaka, I was assigned to Assisi
Mission for my integration year.
St Francis of Assisi Mission is comprised of a community of friars, a parish
and a high school. The friars work both
in the school and in pastoral ministry
among the people over a large area.
The high school, founded by the
Franciscans, has 740 pupils and about
50 teaching and non-teaching staff. My
job at the school was both in administration and in the procurement department. Buying foodstuffs, materials for
maintenance, plumbing and electrical
appliances; also at times I had to bring
sick pupils to hospital.
Working in the school was a great
learning experience and also had its

own challenges. I had never worked
with such huge numbers before so I had
to be courageous.
I agree with Donald Trump who said,
‘Get going. Move forward. Aim high.
Plan a takeoff. Don’t just sit on the runway and hope someone will come along
and push the airplane. Change your attitude and gain some altitude!’
Community Life
Being part of a community with three
other friars I learned many things.
Firstly, community life was a home
where I belonged together with my
brothers, learning to walk in the same
spirit of self-renewal, Christian charity,
and striving to live in solidarity with the
poor and marginalised.
It is not just living together but centring on relationships at all levels – with
God, myself and others in the community.
The Power of Acceptance
Secondly, I learned that acceptance and
forgiveness are the pillars that build a
healthy community of brothers.
Acceptance means that the people with
whom I am living give me a feeling of

Brother George
self-respect, a sense that I am worthwhile. They are happy that I am who I
am. Acceptance means that although
there is always need for growth, I am
not forced. I do not have to be the person I am not! Neither am I locked in by
my past nor my present reality. Rather I
am given room to unfold, to outgrow the
mistakes of the past.
In a way we can say that acceptance is an unveiling. Each one of us is
born with many potentialities. But unless
they are drawn out by the warm touch
of another’s acceptance and encouragement these latent gifts can lie dormant.
The power of acceptance liberates
everything that is good in us. Only when
we are loved in that deep sense of complete acceptance can we become ourselves. The love, the acceptance of
other persons makes me the unique
person that I am meant to be. When a
person is appreciated for what he does
– he is not unique. Someone else can
do the same work, perhaps even better
than he. But when that person is loved
for what he is – then he becomes a
unique and irreplaceable person.
So indeed I need acceptance in
order to be myself. When I am not
St Anthony Brief
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accepted I cannot come to fulfilment. A
person who lives in an atmosphere of
loving acceptance is a happy person; he
can grow and flourish!
I realise that to accept a person
does not mean that I deny his defects,
that I gloss over them or try to explain
them away. Neither does acceptance
mean that everything a person does is
beautiful and fine. Only when I accept
the person as he is can I truly face his
defects in a peaceful, non-judgemental
spirit.
Compare and Contrast
Lastly, my time in Assisi Mission helped
me see that it does not help me to compare and contrast myself with anyone
else. God wants me to celebrate my
own uniqueness and so live my life that
my God-given talents and gifts can be
developed to help others. I see that a lot
of people get discouraged or get a false
confidence by comparing and contrasting themselves with other people. I am

called to do what I can do and not to be
intimidated by what others can do.
I realise that the best person to compare myself with is the person I see in
the mirror every day. There is always
room to improve in that person. But it
does no good to belittle myself or what I
have. I am called to step out and use
my gifts to make a difference in my own
life and the lives of others. I must not be
afraid to try. The pain of failure is better
than the pain of regret!
The Importance of Forgiveness
I have noticed that forgiveness is something all of us need to receive but most
of us hesitate to give. Jesus makes it
very clear, however, that we cannot
have it without giving it. ‘If you forgive
those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you
refuse to forgive others, your Father will
not forgive your sins’ (Matthew 6:14,15).
These words allow no room for doubt!
Forgiveness flows both ways. We can-

not separate receiving forgiveness from
extending forgiveness.
Furthermore, if we allow unforgiveness to continue we are likely to experience depression and bitterness of heart.
Yet more important than this is the most
serious consideration – the spiritual
consequence of unforgiveness is alienation from God. Forgiveness cannot
begin until we admit our own failures. If
we cannot do that much we can neither
give nor receive forgiveness. We must
acknowledge our need for forgiveness
and honestly admit that we have no
right to withhold forgiveness.
The experience of community living
as a friar has been both a gift and a
challenge in my life. I have discovered
that it is the place where faith in Christ
is supported, grows and matures.
It is also the place where I have
experienced most deeply, in the give
and take of daily interactions, the power
of acceptance and forgiveness to progressively transform my life. n

Preparing Sunday lunch: Pupils at St Francis of Assisi High School.
Feb/Mar 2017

11

Church Brief

Philippines: protests against
Philippines: ‘A death
sentence every day’
‘There are over 6,000 deaths of suspected
drug dealers of marijuana or other drugs
since President Rodrigo Duterte took
office; a thousand in the past month alone.
For some it may be a great success: it is a
death sentence de facto, without the need
for a law on the death penalty or lengthy
court procedures. The elimination of criminal suspects with a summary execution is
much more effective, according to supporters of this policy. In all this there is something sinister and cruel.’ This is what Fr
Shay Cullen said recently about the extrajudicial killings taking place in the
Philippines.
The Irish Columban, a long-time missionary in that country, is the founder and
director of Preda Foundation which deals
with many social works in favour of abandoned children, exploited women, drug
addicts. The missionary noted with concern
that ‘this phenomenon, already widely
denounced by the UN and NGOs in recent
months, does not seem to be stopping in
any way; rather it has the overwhelming
approval of 76% of Filipinos.’
‘To kill a thousand people a month is a
fact that cannot be underestimated. It is the
most cruel death penalty ever seen, which
is practised every day. It is a monstrous
crime to counter many small drug dealers.
The suspects are not given the opportunity
to defend themselves against their
accusers, which is their constitutional right.
These basic rights have been suspended
and the challenge for all today is to reinstate it. This violence must stop, it is cost-

ing many lives, and is
against the rule of law,’
said Fr Cullen.

awareness and the rehabilitation and recovery of addicts, not through murder and suppression.

Farm of Hope

Church in India

The Archbishop of Manila,
Cardinal Luis Antonio
Tagle, signed an agreement which establishes a
partnership between the
Archdiocese of Manila
and Farm of Hope, a special ‘therapeutic farm’ that
welcomes drug addicts
who, working within the
farm, follow a path of drug
killings
detoxification. The agreement was signed with one of the founders
of the Farm, Belgian missionary Fr Hans
Stapel, on 8 January.
The Cardinal said, ‘For every life there
is hope’, referring to the recovery of
addicts, especially youth, and their possible
full reintegration into society. ‘Young people
can get out of the darkness. Jesus Christ is
stronger than drugs,’ said Fr Stapel. He
announced that other Farms – already present in other cities such as Milagros,
Masbate and Naga City – will be open in
other centres in the Philippines.
The agreement is a clear response to
the campaign of elimination of crime and
drugs promoted by President Rodrigo
Duterte that has seen the police and
groups of vigilantes kill more than 6,200
people in six months. The Catholic Church
in the Philippines has denounced the
killings and intends to show institutions that
the way to lead a ‘war on drugs’ is cultural

India is a country of more than 1.2 billion
people, with Christians accounting for only
three percent of the population, including
close to 19 million Catholics. Despite its relatively small size, the Indian Church has a
disproportionate impact on Indian society
through education, its social services and its
provision of health care. In recent years, with
the ascension to power of the Hindu nationalist BJP party, there has been a rising tide
of violent attacks on Christians as well as
Muslims. Growing intolerance of faiths considered to be foreign imports adds to the
wounds of both Christian and Muslims of
low-caste background – known as dalits –
who are denied government benefits
awarded to low-caste Hindus, Sikhs and
Buddhists to compensate for centuries of
discrimination by the dominant Hindu culture.
To address the needs of dalits within the
Church – where low-caste faithful have also
suffered various forms of discrimination,
despite the fact that 12 million out of India’s
19 million Catholics are dalits – the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of India has just
released a major document. It proclaims
that ‘if there are any dual practices based on
caste discrimination, such practices should
be stopped forthwith.’ It also says that ‘dalit
Christians keep alive the vision of God’s
reign for justice and love. They boldly call
upon the Church to place justice and love,
the core values of the Bible, at the heart of
its mission.’ n

India:
Christians
at prayer
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Fr Oswald Gill OFM, RIP
The oldest living Irish friar, Oswald Gill,
has died. He was 99 years old having
been born in 1917. A native of
Clondoyle in Glenamaddy, Co. Galway,
he joined the Franciscans in 1936, and
after First Profession 1937 he went to
St Anthony's College in Galway where
he studied in Galway University and
later theology within St Anthony's
College. Because of the Second World
War his group never went to Rome for
studies in theology. He was ordained
to the priesthood in 1943.
He was appointed to teach the
classics in the Seraphic College in
Multyfarnham, Co. Westmeath, in 1945
and later moved to the Franciscan
College, Gormanston, when it opened
in 1954.

At the age of 50 years he volunteered for a new mission to Chile and
went there in 1968 working in parish
ministry in poorer areas. He returned
to Ireland for one year in 1977 and

then in 1978 began to minister among
the Latino community in Delano,
California, along with Irish friar, Livín
Ó Murchú OFM.
From 1985 to 1997 he served in
our General Curia in Rome. After he
returned to Ireland he ministered in
our friaries in Limerick and Cork.
Oswald had spent the last few
years in St Martha's Nursing Home in
Charleville, Co. Cork.
We give thanks to God for
Oswald’s long, dedicated life and varied ministry.
May this zealous Franciscan now
experience the fullness of joy in
Christ’s Presence. n

A Letter to Oswald
Dear Oswald,
Greetings from the mountains of El
Salvador.

Oswald Gill
OFM

I’m so sorry that I can't be in Cork
today for your funeral; the paths we’ve
chosen take us in different ways! But I
am so grateful that my path crossed
yours. As always with the death of a
close friend the memory comes alive.
When I arrived in Chile in 1972 you
had already been there four years.
They were turbulent times: the first
elected Marxist government, the military coup and the deaths and tortures
that followed. They were turbulent
times in the Church too. They were the
early, exciting years of the Base
Christian Communities, Theology of
Liberation and in Chile, Christians for
Socialism.
You struggled with the new ways and
examined everything before you made a
decision. But once made you never
turned back. You lived the changes and
became a passionate believer in the
option for the poor.
In spite of inevitable differences at
times, our friendship blossomed and my
admiration for you grew.
I thank you so much for your tolerance
with me and the love and care that you
showed to Eamonn Masterson and
myself. You were a Guardian in every
sense of the word.
Feb/Mar 2017

Brendan Forde OFM,
who ministered with
Oswald in Chile, speaks
from the heart to his
old friend.
You always said that going to Chile at the
age of 50 was the greatest gift that you
ever got. You found the leaving of Chile
very hard and left your women catechists
heartbroken. When I talk to Elvira and
Nino on the phone, after the greetings,
the first question always is, ‘How is
Padre Oswald?’
Afterwards you served in many places. In
Delano, with your great friend Livín, then
in the mission office in the General Curia
in Rome and finally back in Ireland.

When you were still in Rome and we
were chatting one time I asked you,
‘After all you’ve done and seen how can
you live in a big institution like the Curia
and in an office all day?’ ‘I’m very
happy,’ you said. ‘I’m doing the work
that an old man can do. Somebody has
to do it. And I’d prefer it’s me and not
some young friar. All the young friars
should get the gift that I got. They
should be out living and working in the
poor and marginalised areas and not sitting in an office.’
I think of you always when I read in the
Gospel the part where Jesus asks the
blind man, ‘What do you want from me?’
And he answers, ‘Lord that I could see.’
Another great friend of yours from the
Chilean times, Fintan O’Shea and myself
were with you in the nursing home at
the end of October. Your mind had gone
some place that only God could tell. The
three of us sang Danny Boy and Si vas
para Chile (If you go to Chile) and you
remembered the words perfectly. The
door of your bedroom was open and the
nurses and visitors passing by looked in
and smiled at us. Perhaps they thought
it was crazy and maybe lovely too.
And that’s as good an epitaph any friar
could wish for.
Oswaldo, Amigo. Vaya con Dios. Hasta
Pronto.
– Bernardo. Brendan Forde.

Faith Facing
the Ultimate
Question

bishop Robert barron adds a somewhat
dissenting voice to the conversation about
Martin Scorsese’s latest ﬁlm, Silence. e
ﬁlm, starring Andrew Garﬁeld and Liam
Neeson, focuses on Jesuit missionaries living under intense persecution in 17th century Japan.

I

have long been an ardent fan of Martin Scorsese’s films.
Taxi Driver, Raging Bull, Goodfellas, The Aviator, Gangs
of New York, The Last Waltz, Casino, etc are among the
defining movies of the last 40 years. And The Departed,
Scorsese’s 2007 crime drama, was the subject matter of the
first YouTube commentary that I ever did. It is certainly the
case, furthermore, that the director’s Catholicism, however
mitigated and conflicted, comes through in most of his work.
His most recent offering, the much-anticipated Silence,
based upon the Shusaku Endo novel of the same name, is a
worthy addition to the Scorsese oeuvre. Like so many of his
other films, it is marked by gorgeous cinematography, outstanding performances from both lead and supporting actors,
a gripping narrative, and enough thematic complexity to keep
you thinking for the foreseeable future.

Jesuits
The story is set in mid-17th century Japan, where a fierce
persecution of the Catholic faith is underway. To this dangerous country come two young Jesuit priests (played by Adam
Driver and Andrew Garfield), spiritual descendants of St
Francis Xavier, sent to find Fr Ferreira, their mentor and seminary professor who, rumour has it, had apostatised under torture and actually gone over to the other side. Immediately
upon arriving onshore, they are met by a small group of
Japanese Christians who had been maintaining their faith
underground for many years.
Due to the extreme danger, the young priests are forced
into hiding during the day, but they are able to engage in
clandestine ministry at night: baptising, catechising, confessing, and celebrating the Mass. In rather short order, however,
the authorities get wind of their presence, and suspected
Christians are rounded up and tortured in the hopes of luring
the priests out into the open.
The single most memorable scene in the film, at least for
me, was the sea-side crucifixion of four of these courageous
lay believers. Tied to crosses by the shore, they are, in the
course of several days, buffeted by the incoming tide until
they drown. Afterwards, their bodies are placed on pyres of
straw and they are burned to ashes, appearing for all the
world like holocausts offered to the Lord.
In time, the priests are captured and subjected to a
unique and terrible form of psychological torture. The film
focuses on the struggles of Fr Rodrigues. As Japanese
Christians, men and women who had risked their lives to protect him, are tortured in his presence, he is invited to
renounce his faith and thereby put an end to their torment. If
only he would trample on a Christian image, even as a mere
St Anthony Brief
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ground, who were eventually captured and
proved willing to die rather than betray the
mission. Suppose finally that the troops
themselves were eventually detained and,
under torture, renounced their loyalty to the
United States, joined their opponents and
lived comfortable lives under the aegis of
their former enemies.
I wonder would any American be eager
to celebrate the layered complexity and rich
ambiguity of their patriotism? I suspect that
Americans might see them rather straightforwardly as cowards and traitors.

Stedfast:
into the
Lord’s hands
external sign, an empty formality, he would
free his colleagues from their pain. A good
warrior, he refuses. Even when a
Japanese Christian is beheaded, he doesn’t give in.
Apostasy
Finally, and it is the most devastating
scene in the movie, he is brought to Fr
Ferreira, the mentor whom he had been
seeking since his arrival in Japan. All the
rumours are true: this former master of the
Christian life, this Jesuit hero, has
renounced his faith, taken a Japanese
wife, and is living as a sort of philosopher
under the protection of the state.
Using a variety of arguments, the disgraced priest tries to convince his former
student to give up the quest to evangelise
Japan, which he characterised as a
‘swamp’ where the seed of Christianity can
never take root.
The next day, in the presence of
Christians being horrifically tortured, hung
upside down inside a pit filled with excrement, he is given the opportunity, once
more, to step on a depiction of the face of
Christ. At the height of his anguish, resisting from the depth of his heart, Rodrigues
hears what he takes to be the voice of
Jesus himself, finally breaking the divine
silence, telling him to trample on the
image. When he does so, a cock crows in
the distance.
In the wake of his apostasy, he follows
Feb/Mar 2017

in the footsteps of Ferreira, becoming a
ward of the state, a well-fed, well-provided
for philosopher, regularly called upon to
step on a Christian image and formally
renounce his Christian faith. He takes a
Japanese name and a Japanese wife and
lives out many long years in Japan before
his death at the age of 64 and his burial in
a Buddhist ceremony.
Disturbing Story
What in the world do we make of this
strange and disturbing story? Like any
great film or novel, Silence obviously
resists a univocal or one-sided interpretation. In fact, almost all of the commentaries
that I have read, especially from religious
people, emphasise how Silence beautifully
brings forward the complex, layered,
ambiguous nature of faith.
Fully acknowledging the profound psychological and spiritual truth of that claim, I
wonder whether I might add a somewhat
dissenting voice to the conversation? I
would like to propose a comparison, altogether warranted by the instincts of a onetime soldier named Ignatius of Loyola, who
founded the Jesuit order to which all the
Silence missionaries belonged.
I write as an American. Now suppose a
small team of highly-trained American special ops was smuggled behind enemy lines
for a dangerous mission, for example
against Isis. Suppose furthermore that they
were aided by loyal civilians on the

Cultural Elite
My worry is that all of the stress on complexity and ambiguity is in service of the
cultural elite today, which is not that different from the Japanese cultural elite
depicted in the film. What I mean is that the
secular establishment always prefers
Christians who are vacillating, unsure,
divided, and altogether eager to privatise
their religion. And it is all too willing to dismiss passionately religious people as dangerous, violent, and let’s face it, not that
bright.
Revisit Ferreira’s speech to Rodrigues
about the supposedly simplistic Christianity
of the Japanese laity if you doubt me on
this score. I wonder whether Shusaku Endo
(and perhaps Scorsese) was actually inviting us to look away from the priests and
toward that wonderful group of courageous,
pious, dedicated, long-suffering lay people
who kept the Christian faith alive under the
most inhospitable conditions imaginable
and who, at the decisive moment, witnessed to Christ with their lives. Whereas
the specially trained Ferreira and Rodrigues
became paid lackeys of a tyrannical government, those simple folk remained a
thorn in the side of the tyranny.
I know, I know, Scorsese shows the
corpse of Rodrigues inside his coffin clutching a small crucifix, which proves, I suppose, that the priest remained in some
sense Christian. But again, that’s just the
kind of Christianity the reigning culture
likes: utterly privatised, hidden away, harmless.
So okay, perhaps a half-cheer for
Rodrigues, but a full-throated three cheers
for the martyrs, crucified by the seaside.
When their faith was faced with the ultimate question – whether or not to entrust
their very life and death into the Lord’s
hands – they remained steadfast to the
terrible end.
Adapted from Zenit.org n
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Virginia Harrington
tells of how a Cork
parish reached out to
the parish of St Francis
in Aleppo, Syria.

Pastor: Ibrahim Alsabagh,
parish priest in Aleppo.

A TALE OF TwO PARISHES
I
n early 2015 I began a journey that
would take my heart and the hearts of
the people of the parish of Ballincollig
into the heart of Aleppo.
Isis was becoming a name of terror in
the western news. I knew little about them
and in researching the group discovered
the genocide of Christians throughout the
Middle East; something that we heard very
little of in the western media. By mid-2015
the significance of the refugee crisis was
being aired in the news but the plight of
those who continued to live there was
unreported.
I endeavoured to bring this and the terrible atrocities happening in the Middle
East to the attention of those I knew, with
little success. I could not understand why
people looked on with what appeared to
be indifference. I was very saddened by
one article telling the story of a Christian
group of refugees who said that they felt
like they had been forgotten by the world,
that they had been abandoned. What saddened me as much as their sense of abandonment and loss was that maybe it was
true, maybe they had been forgotten, and
maybe they hadn’t been thought about in
the first place.

Making Contact
I could not accept that the people that I
know were indifferent, in fact such is their
generosity in so many ways that I knew it
was not true. It seemed to me the problem
was not so much indifference, as helplessness. The problems and the suffering of
the Middle East were too great, impossible
to manage, certainly impossible for an
ordinary person to fix, and this too was

true. And so self-preservation closes off
problems that one cannot fix, that are
overwhelming.
I believed we needed to find a means
of hearing their voices and for them to
hear ours. Not the voices of politicians’
rhetoric (which was in any event non-existent), but the voices of mothers, fathers,
children, both ours and theirs. Perhaps the
solution to hearing their cry was to bring it
down to the voices of one group of people,
one community in the Middle East.
With our parish priest on board I began
hunting for a parish. I was getting nowhere
until I discovered (thanks to the Irish
Franciscan Facebook page) that the
Franciscans were still in Syria. Fifteen
Franciscan friars continued to serve in
Syria.
I made contact with the Franciscan
powers that be in Ireland who supplied me
with contact details for the Custos in
Jerusalem so that I could make my
request of them. My request was this, to
make a connection between the parish of
Ballincollig in Cork and a parish in the
Middle East. I wanted Ballincollig to reach
out as one would to a family member, to
let them know that they were not abandoned, that we had heard their cry and
that we cared what happened to them.
This connection was intended to touch
the hearts of the people of Ballincollig as
well as the hearts in our sister parish in the
Middle East.
The Custos gave me the contact
details for Fr Ibrahim, the 44-year-old
parish priest of the parish of St Francis in
Aleppo. At that time Aleppo was not so
well known on the world stage. However,

the tragedy of Aleppo had been ongoing for
four years and its suffering was great.

Spiritual Support
My hope was that whilst we could not heal
the wounds of their bodies, perhaps we
could be with Aleppo in their pain. Physical
assistance was not possible, or at least that
is how it appeared at the time, but love and
solidarity can console the heart, and the
spirit of the people of Aleppo needed to be
fed with support and love as much as their
bodies. Therefore, whilst fundraising would
be an element of our support, it would be on
a par with our spiritual support.
Once contact was made it took off quite
quickly. We sent messages and photographs
of love and friendship, of prayer and sorrow
too. Our parish priest spoke of the twinning
of our parish with St Francis parish in Aleppo
and our dear parish of Aleppo continues to
be in our bidding prayers at Sunday Mass.
Different prayer groups and our dear Cork
Poor Clares were asked to keep our twin
parish in their prayers; many people keep
Aleppo in their daily prayers.
At Christmas 2015 the children of the
parish coloured posters which said
‘Remember’. These were sent by email to
Aleppo. Prayers were said at our Lenten
and Advent parish retreats and again pictures of our parishioners sending Aleppo
their love. When messages were received
from Fr Ibrahim, or a lady who translated for
him in Italy, they were shared in our
newsletter and Facebook page. On 1
December 2016 our parish Family Mass
responded to the Franciscan Minister
General’s call to unite with the Aleppo
Children’s Mass in praying for peace.
St Anthony Brief
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Bombed
Ballincollig was greatly saddened in
November 2015 when Ibrahim told us that
the church had been bombed during Mass,
it brought home to all of us how terrible the
situation was. Things continued to get
darker and darker for Aleppo. The water
supply was gone as was the electricity;
food was scarce and very expensive.
People were being threatened with eviction
as they did not have the money to keep
their homes. And all the time faced with
the threat of bombs and the daily possibility of death and grief.
One very short message of Ibrahim’s
over the phone was, ‘It is hard, it is hard,
there are so many people calling to our
door, so many funerals.’ Heart-breaking!
Last winter they could not sleep as it was
so cold and they did not have electricity to
heat their homes.
Over the year over €15,000 was raised
by Ballincollig. That in itself was wonderful
but perhaps what was even greater was
that it was very much a parish effort.
Parish Christmas cards were sold, a charity walk, cake sales, a movie night and a
very successful coffee morning in the community hall. Many businesses in the parish
helped too by donating funds or prizes for
a raffle. Regularly people would donate
without any fundraising event being held,
they just wanted to help.
Emails
Over the year and certainly in the last six
months I heard less and less from Ibrahim,
many people in Ballincollig asked after him

Bombardment: viewing some damage to Terra Sancta School
and his parish, so worried about how they
were getting on as the news told us such
terrible stories. As things deteriorated further
I presume that Ibrahim’s time and resources
would have been significantly limited.
As he has limited English no doubt he
did not have the time to read, not to mind
reply to my emails. I would expect that
when electricity is available he has a very
full inbox to contend with. My one worry is
that I hope I did not contribute to overburdening him with my emails that I sent
every two weeks. I advised him that he
should not feel any obligation to reply.
They were to be a support and, if they
were not, into the trash they should go.
Still, I hope I wasn’t a pain in the neck.
Once in a while I would get a little
email, usually saying how difficult they

Presence:
friars on the
streets of
Aleppo
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were finding it. Thankfully, information still
came through from a friend of Ibrahim’s in
Italy (and still does) which is shared on our
parish Facebook page, but the articles are
too long to fit in the newsletter.
Coming into Christmas 2016 the situation in Aleppo was dire, day after day the
horrific pictures presented themselves on
our screens. We prayed that peace would
come, but it was at such a terrible price.
Peace
Finally, just before Christmas, it appeared
as if peace had finally come to Aleppo. I
received an email from Italy in which Fr
Ibrahim wrote that, ‘The army announced the
news to consider Aleppo a safe city (sic)…
Soon came the news, all the mosques raised
their voices and all the churches of Aleppo,
the bells rang for a long time... A dream has
come true… Two days before the birth of the
King of Peace… It is the best gift we have
ever imagined. Only God could make it happen… Magnificat anima mea…’
What a wonderful email for him to be
able to send to those who have been keeping Aleppo in their hearts and what a wonderful email to receive!
Since then St Francis parish in Aleppo
has been very busy. They have set up a
Facebook page (and a twitter account!) so it
can share its news with many people.
Messages are posted by them in French,
Polish, English and of course Italian. It is
wonderful to see that there are so many
parishes throughout the world that have
been with Aleppo in spirit and prayed with
them at this time.
It speaks to me of the one Spirit working
in the Body of Christ. We are one Body, one
family, brothers and sisters and the Spirit
works within us, isn’t it wonderful! n
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Peter baptist O’Toole OFM,
RIP
Peter Baptist O’Toole OF
M

Kokstad: St Patrick’s
Cathedral where Fr Baptist
ministered for many years.

A

former Irish Franciscan missionary to South Africa has died.
Peter Baptist, known as Baptist,
ministered in the Diocese of Kokstad,
then under the pastoral care of the
Irish Franciscans, from 1960 to 1980.
He was first appointed to the rural
mission of Bizana. From 1963 he was
a priest in the Cathedral of St Patrick
in Kokstad town. There he worked
closely with Bishop Evangelist
McBride OFM.

Baptist was born in Woodquay, Galway
city, in 1933 and was baptised Paschal. He
was an altar boy in the nearby Franciscan
church, ‘The Abbey’. He joined the friars in
1951 and completed his novitiate year in
Killarney friary. There he received the name
Peter Baptist, after the Franciscan Spanish
saint who was crucified in Nagasaki, Japan,
along with other martyrs in 1597.
After his First Profession he studied in
Galway University and in Rome and was
ordained to the priesthood in 1959. The

following year the call of the foreign missions brought him to South Africa.
After Baptist’s return to Ireland in 1980
he carried out his ministry from Limerick
friary for ten years. His last appointment
was to Waterford friary in 1990 where he
was Guardian from 2002 to 2008.
During his last years Baptist suffered
serious ill health. He went peacefully to
the Lord in Waterford Regional Hospital
on 10 January. May the Lord grant everlasting joy to his servant. n

The NGO Dassat (an Irish and
Vietnamese OFM justice initiative) and the Irish Franciscan
JPIC Commission organised a
seminar in the friary, Merchants’
Quay, to highlight the plight of
human trafficking, with a special
focus on Vietnam and Kenya.
In the light of a forthcoming visit
by President Michael D. Higgins to
Vietnam shortly after the conference, some participants were
invited to Áras an Úachtaráin to
converse with the President.
They discussed the relationship
between trafficking and the economic model of development
undermining rural and ethnic communities in Vietnam. n

Among those pictured at the Áras with President Higgins are Gearóid Ó Conaire
OFM (second from the left) and Sean Cassin OFM (third from the right).
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HOLy Land

national Franciscan
Pilgrimage

Led by Fr. Bernard Jones O.F.M.
Commissary to the Holy Land
6th–14th OCTOBER 2017
4 Nights Bethlehem & 4 Nights Tiberias
Unique opportunity to join the Franciscan Pilgrimage
There is limited availability on this special Pilgrimage. Early booking essential.
Staying in the Manger Square Hotel Bethlehem and the Caesar Hotel Tiberias
For further information contact: Premier Travel. Tel. 021-4277700 or norardy@premiertravel.ie
Feb/Mar 2017
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The Franciscan Split
Pat Conlan
examines the
background to the
division of the
Franciscan Order
which took place
500 years ago
this year.

Friars visit Assisi:
the struggle to live the
vision of St Francis.

P

eople in Dublin are aware of the
Franciscans in Merchants’ Quay,
more commonly known as Adam
and Eve’s, and of the Capuchins in Church
Street. Some might know of the
Conventual Franciscans in Fairview. What
they might not realise is that all three are
full members of the Franciscan family.
They are probably unaware of the difference between brown Franciscan and
Capuchin habits – basically the shape of
the hood. The habit worn by the
Conventuals is grey rather than brown,
reflecting the title of Greyfriars, the title
remaining on many old Franciscan sites in
England.
These are differences that have
emerged over eight hundred years of history. St Francis had never imagined that he
would found an order. In all humility he
was very surprised when people came to
hear him and began following him. They
felt a deep need for spiritual nourishment.
His word and way of living struck a chord
in their hearts. He could and did talk to
them as individuals or small groups. But
he could not do the impossible by spending his whole life giving them personal

guidance. The first companions gathered
around Francis and accompanied him
when he travelled on preaching missions.
He wrote a short rule or way of life for
them in 1209 and went to Rome to get
approval from Pope Innocent III. This was
important since several heretical groups of
itinerant preachers had come into existence and the Church was trying to root
them out. A clearer concept of a new way
of life was emerging in the mind of the
young man from Assisi.
Observance of the Rule
Pope Honorius III approved the final version of the Rule in 1223. This gave the
Franciscan Order a formal structure with a
Minister General and his council to guide
it. The friars met regularly at chapter on
international, national and local levels to
discuss their way of life. They were
already preaching throughout Italy and
began crossing the Alps into other countries. A period of confusion followed the
death of Francis. Some friars insisted that
the Rule must be followed to the letter.
Others held that it should be adapted to
different times and places.

Part of the Rule stated that the friars
should not ride horses. Only the rich could
afford to ride horses and the friars should
be poor. But if you were sent from Assisi to
Ireland would you spend months walking
there or would you shorten the journey by
riding? Friars came to realise that different
circumstances necessitated adaptations of
the Rule.
The two viewpoints continued within
the Order after the death of the founder.
An important General Chapter was held in
Assisi in 1230. The lower crypt of the new
basilica of St Francis was ready to become
the permanent tomb of the Saint of Assisi.
Building of the main part of the basilica
would continue for another twenty-five
years. Those organising the chapter had
hoped that the discussions would begin a
process of healing the tension that had
been growing within the Order. But visionaries are committed to and love to talk
about their insights. They are slow to listen
to, and in particular appreciate, other
ideas. Discussions at the chapter in 1230
did not work. In all sincerity both groups
with views on how to live the Rule were
pigheaded and went their own way.
St Anthony Brief
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The Carceri:
those favouring strict
observance often
preferred to live in
hermitages.

Those who favoured the strict living of
the Rule often preferred to live in simple
hermitages away from the cities and
towns, like the Carceri, beloved of Francis,
located in the hills above Assisi.
St Bonaventure
The next effort to bring the two groups
together began at the chapter in 1257 with
the appointment of the future St
Bonaventure as Minister General. The friars wanted John of Parma, their outgoing
superior to remain on. He refused to. The
friars insisted that he nominate his successor. He picked Bonaventure of Bagnoregio,
a professor at the University of Paris. The
new Minister General had three targets –
to defend the Order against external critics, to maintain the progress that the Order
had made to date and to establish a uniform observance of the Rule.
The external critics included bishops
and priests who depended on stipends to
support their ministries. They considered
that the friars were a threat to their work.
They preached and heard confessions for
free. This limited the opportunities of the
others to raise funds. The problem was
one of too many people chasing limited
resources. In time it was to be solved
through a series of papal declarations.
Bonaventure protected the progress
that had been made within the Order by
publishing the Constitutions of Narbonne in
1260. This combined all previous legislative decisions in one source. Nobody could
appeal to any old document from now on.
In addition, Bonaventure wrote both a
long and a short life of St Francis. Earlier
lives had been written with an eye to
defend various interpretations of the
Franciscan way of life. The General
Chapter of 1266 ordered that all other lives
of the saint should be destroyed. Thus, in
theory, there would be only one safe and
standard life available for study. All the friars would be reading from the same
sources. They could not defend their various theories by appealing to a particular
life of the saint. Copies of lives of the saint
held by the friars were destroyed. Other
religious orders such as the Benedictines
and Dominicans held on to their copies.
Thus the early lives are still available.
Tensions
The reforms of Bonaventure did not heal
the divisions. Within ten years of his death
Pope Nicholas III had to issue another
Feb/Mar 2017

solemn commentary on the Rule in 1283.
In reality it was a summary of the ideals of
St Bonaventure. To help the friars observe
their vow of poverty, he introduced men
called apostolic syndics. They would hold
money and property on behalf of the friars
and carry out some administrative duties.
Those who wished to seek a deeper
understanding of the Rule in order to live it
to the full were known as Spirituals, the
other friars as Conventuals.
One major belief of St Francis was
fidelity to the Pope. The friars always
retained a respect for papal teaching. In
return the Holy See began appointing friars
as bishops. The first Franciscan bishop
elected by the canons of a diocese, as
opposed to being appointed by Rome, was
an Irish friar Thomas Quin who was
elected to Elphin. The English king refused
to confirm the election. Then Thomas was
elected and confirmed to Clonmacnoise in
1252. Inevitably some friars became
Popes, beginning with Jerome of Ascoli as
Nicholas IV in 1288. For the Spiritual
branch of the Order, which emphasised
strictest poverty and humility, these developments were betrayals of the Franciscan
vocation. Tensions increased between the
groups holding different understandings of
how the life should be lived.
The next development occurred during
and after the Council of Vienne in 1311-12.
Pope Clement V issued a decree that
reduced the Franciscan Rule to a set of

precepts. There were twenty-seven serious
precepts, twelve exhortations to do good,
six counsels to avoid evil and twelve conditions for the admission of novices. Hopes
that the new clarifications would preserve
the unity of the Order proved unfounded.
Some of the Spirituals now appointed their
own superiors. When Pope John XXII
excommunicated them they appealed to
the future Pope, whoever he might be!
Eventually they founded their own grouping within the wider Order and were
granted certain autonomy and had their
own Vicar General.
Another attempt to return to a strict
observance of the Rule began in the 15th
century with the growth of the Observant
movement. Four men, later known as the
Four Pillars of the Observance, joined the
Order – Bernardine of Siena in 1402, John
of Capistrano in 1415, Albert of Sarteano
in 1415 and James of the Marches in
1416. They succeeded in bringing the
main body of the Observants to a new
level of religious observance. Pope Martin
V called a special chapter at Assisi in 1430
to promote unity. The Constitutions of
Martin, drafted by John Capistran, were
issued. Ten weeks later the Conventual
Vicar General got a dispensation from
most of the legislation. The divisions continued. Was there any way to solve these
divisions among the friars without shattering the unity of the one Franciscan Order?
To be continued. n
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News from
around the . . .

Franciscan

world
LEFT
St Francis Parish:
On their recent visit to
Zimbabwe, Friars Pádraig
Breheny and Pat Lynch met
with parishioners after
Sunday Mass in Harare.
The women are wearing the
uniform of the Sodality
of Mary.
BELOW
Trio: Friars Tom Robinson,
Ronan Sharpley and Denis
Aherne, members of the
Athlone fraternity, are pictured before the Christmas
Crib in the friary church.

Holy Land Museum
The Terra Sancta Museum is the
world’s first museum dedicated to the
roots of Christianity and the preservation of the Holy Places. The museum is
an initiative of the Franciscans of the
Custody of the Holy Land, who for more
than 800 years have safeguarded the
Holy Places.
The Terra Sancta Museum is being
built in two Franciscan buildings of the
Custody of the Holy Land, the
Monastery of the Flagellation and the St
Saviour Monastery. These monasteries,
which have very old parts dating back
to Roman, Byzantine and Crusader
periods, are located a short distance
from one another and are also very
near to the main pilgrimage and tourist
destinations in Jerusalem (the Western
Wall, the Via Dolorosa and the Holy
Sepulchre).
Discover more on the museum’s
website: www.terrasanctamuseum.org

Interfaith Harmony in
Pakistan
In December 2016, the Franciscan
JPIC Commission in Pakistan, in collaboration with Kawish Resource Centre
and the OFM Special Commission for
Dialogue with Islam, organised an

‘Interfaith
Celebration of Eid e
Milad ul Nabi and
Christmas’.
Jamil Albert
OFM, a member of
the OFM Special
Commission for
Dialogue, welown religious beliefs on others, but as a spiricomed all guests and noted how great a joy
tual person he shared God’s ‘shalom’ with
it was for the friars that their Muslim guests
them. In this same light, Victor Sawaira OFM,
recited their evening prayers in the friary
the celebration’s principal organiser, remarked
chapel. It was a true sign of the interfaith
on how interfaith dialogue and the promotion
harmony that this celebration of Milad ul
of peace and harmony are indispensable parts
Nabi and Christmas was organised to
of the Franciscan spirituality. n
express.
In a reflection
on St Francis’
encounter with
Caliph Malik alKamil in 1219, he
noted that St
Francis is a model
for inter-religious
dialogue today.
Francis presented
himself non-violently, non-belligerently and with honesty before the
Promoting peace: Jamil Albert OFM speaks at the
Muslim leader. He
Interfaith Harmony event in Pakistan.
did not impose his
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Open Your Heart to the
beloved
‘L
isten, I stand at the door and
knock, if anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, I will come
in’ (Revelations 3:20). God stands at the
door of your heart, day and night, even
when you are not listening. He waits even
for the smallest sign of your response.
Open for him. This is what you should do.
Why do you close the door of your heart?
The initiative is from God. Why do you
ignore him?
This topic of opening to the Lord is
vast; it would need volumes of books to
elaborate. It is easy to speak about communicating with God but difficult to live in
the reality of relationship with this loving
Father.
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the
one Lord. You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and all your soul and all
your might’ (Deuteronomy 6:4). This is the
key to communicate with God. Do you
really love God? Do you believe that God
loves you and is your Creator? It is important to have a look at this if you are to live
in this intimate union with God.
When we speak about communication
with the Lord we are speaking about
prayer. What is prayer? It is a loving communication with God, with or without words
or gestures. It is a relationship with the
One who loves us. If our love of God is not

The Poor Clare
Sisters in Harare
write of the challenge
of entering into silence
and stillness before
the mystery of
God’s presence.

there our relating with him will be false. It
will not be communion between two persons. Without love there is no true prayer.
Prayer is like breathing. It is a vital
necessity, a need to be alone with the
Beloved. To pray is to love. Without prayer
you cannot live spiritually, and life
becomes gloomy and empty.
Silence is one of the greatest ways to
help us to meet with God, especially the
interior silence of the heart. To achieve this
we have to learn to be quiet and to get
away from noise. Not only the noise of the
world around us, but also the whirlwind of
our thoughts, imaginations, fears or
desires. To reach the depth of our being
we must be silent.

Silence is the vital space, a sacred
space dedicated to the Lord in a climate of
receptive welcoming of his Word. We are
surrounded by his presence and grace but
we have to receive it with open hearts. As
we say in Shona, Tinofa nenyota makumbo
ari mumvura – even though you are standing in the water you are dying of thirst for
you are not doing something to get it!
When we retire within ourselves and
open our hearts to God, we can perceive
his hidden presence. This presence fills us
with a peaceful joy. God is the friend of
silence and so to deepen our relationship
we must remain alone with him in stillness.
In this world of advanced technology we
need to mortify ourselves – consciously
choosing not to fill our minds with endless
images and useless information. This
requires discipline – the determination to
put aside time to be with God. This time is
needed and crucial.
Let us open our hearts to the Lord! The
Christian calling is a call to deepest communion with our God and Saviour. The
choice is ours. We know how to do it. The
graces of God are not lacking. His grace is
given in abundance and he continues to
give us his grace each day. Mary chose the
better part by resting in the Lord’s presence
in silent listening. The better part is meant
for us also! n

Poor Clares, Harare: To pray is to love!
Feb/Mar 2017
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Living from the
Divine Centre
Fr tom russell oFm

Tom Russell OFM ponders on the inner sanctuary and on
the lives of some of those who lived from that divine centre.

‘Hide me deep in your heart
All quiet
Like a pearl
At the bottom of the sea.
Let no surging waves
Disturb my sleep.
Make of my heart
A quiet hidden cell
Fragrant with love
Where you alone shall dwell.’
These sublime words of a Croatian Poor
Clare bring to mind Jesus’ invitation to
abide in him, to remain in him as he is in
us, as branches of the vine. They remind
us of his words about the ‘inner room’. Are
they just a vision and a dream or sheer
reality?
My friend Tony Dalton once used to
guide groups on a journey inward to ‘your
place of rest’. Sr Consilio’s recent book
invites us to discover the harbour of shelter and safety deep within us, while showing that harbours, where ships are outfit-

ted for their journeys, are like launching
pads. No ship was ever built just to look
pretty in a harbour. Fr Jim Gorst MHM
used to quote the Indian saying that there
is a cave in our hearts where God dwells.
May I now reflect this inner, deep journey
in three modern examples.
Thomas Kelly (1893-1942)
This American Quaker was an avid student of science and philosophy, always
intent on the truth. As a young man he
said, ‘I’ll make of my life a miracle.’ I quote
from a talk he gave in 1938, ‘To you in this
room who are seekers, to you, young and
old, who have toiled all night and caught
nothing, but who want to launch out into
the deep and let down your nets for a
draught, I want to speak as simply, as
clearly, as tenderly as I can. For God can
be found. There is a last rock for your
souls, a resting place of absolute peace
and joy and power and radiance and
security. There is a Divine Centre into

which your life can slip... a Centre where
you live with him and out of which you see
all of life.’
In his essay ‘The Light Within’ he
writes, ‘Deep within us all there is an
amazing inner sanctuary of the soul, a
holy place, a Divine Centre, a speaking
Voice, to which we may continuously
return. Eternity is in our hearts, pressing
upon our time-worn lives, warming us with
intimations of an astounding destiny, calling us home into itself. As we yield to the
Light within we meet the slumbering
Christ, stirring to be awakened, to become
the soul we clothe in earthly form and
action, and he is within us all.’
The practice of inward worship and listening ‘creates an amazing fellowship, the
Church catholic and invisible, and institutes group living at a new level, a society
grounded in reverence, history rooted in
eternity, colonies of heaven.’
How then can we be devoted to the
inner holy Presence, in singleness of love
St Anthony Brief
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of God? ‘I find that a life of little, whispered words of adoration, of praise, of
prayer, of worship can be breathed all
through the day. One can have a very
busy day and yet be steadily in the holy
Presence.’ Kelly had great time for the
Carmelite Brother Laurence’s book The
Practice of the Presence of God.
‘Life from the Centre is a life of unhurried peace and power. It is simple. It is
serene. It is amazing. It is triumphant. It is
radiant. It takes no time but occupies all
our time. And it makes our life programmes new and overcoming. We need
not get frantic. He is at the helm. And
when our little day is done we lie down
quietly at peace, for all is well.’
Etty Hillesum (1914-1943)
Etty or Esther was a nonconformist
Jewess living in Holland as the Second
World War broke out. At university she
was very geared to reason and thought
while having some addictions. Friendship
with two men helped her become more
free and mature. She went into therapy
with one of them, Julian Speer, a disciple
of Carl Jung, and so opened out the levels
of emotion and feelings, imagination and
memory.
So began an inward journey that
helped her value her intuition, above all
her dreams. ‘He attended at the level of
my soul,’ she said of Spier. He gave her a
New Testament and in her famous diary
she often quotes Jesus, ‘Sufficient for the
day is the evil thereof.’
Delving into her non-rational, self-conscious side helped Etty to become free.
She might now just sit, just be, and
receive what is there. A woman who had
never really prayed says, ‘I sink on my
knees and find peace.’ Finally she named
the discovery of her deepest and best self,
God. Finding God at the root of her being
was to experience belonging, connectedness and communion. So Etty became a
free, universal person who had the
courage to confront and to accept the
awful reality of her times and refused to
hate. She went in solidarity with her own
people to board the train to the concentration camp singing.
Dr Victor Frankl, who actually survived
Auschwitz, wrote, ‘Our generation is realistic, for we have come to know man as
he really is. After all, man is that being
who invented the gas chambers of
Auschwitz; however, he is also that being
who entered those gas chambers upright,
Feb/Mar 2017

with the Lord's Prayer or
the Shema Yisrael on his
lips.’
St Elizabeth of the
Trinity (1880-1906)
‘It seems to me that I have
found my heaven on earth
since heaven is God and
God is in my soul.’
Elizabeth Catez wrote
those words. She was born
into a French military family
to Joseph Catez and Marie
Rolland in 1880. When
Joseph died in 1887 Marie
moved with her two daughters to Dijon. Their house
was near the Carmel convent. Visiting with the
Sisters on her First Holy
Communion day Elizabeth
is told by the Prioress that
her name means ‘house of
God’.
This young woman who
excelled at music and sport
and was active on the
parish and social scene felt
herself drawn to plumb this inner world.
She even wanted to enter the Carmel in
her mid-teens but she respected her
mother’s wish that she wait until she
became 21 in 1901. So she made a cell, a
little Bethany, in her heart and was a contemplative busy as a lay person.
Finally, she did enter the deep peace
and silence of the Carmel and could write
to a friend, ‘May God who is all love be
your unchanging dwelling place, your cell
and your cloister in the midst of the world.
Remember that he abides in the inmost
centre of your soul as in a sanctuary and
he wills to be loved there and adored.’
We hear Elizabeth’s voice through her
spiritual diary and the many letters she
sent to her married sister and to a
younger friend.
Jesus said that if we love him his
Father will love us ‘and we will come and
make a dwelling place’ with us. During the
centuries baptised Christians have not
only believed in this truth and plumbed it
in prayer but even experienced the
Presence. For example, St Patrick in his
Confessions refers twice to God dwelling
within.
Paying attention to the Divine Guests
involves adoration and prayer. Elizabeth
respects vocal prayer but writes it is ‘that

Etty Hillesum
elevation of the soul towards God through
all things that establishes us in a continual
communion with the Holy Trinity by quite
simply doing everything in their presence.’
And again, ‘If you prefer to think that God
is close to you rather than within you, follow your attraction so long as you live with
him.’
Elizabeth sought to always ‘live
through love in his presence’ (Ephesians
1:4).
Sr Elizabeth took her vows in 1908.
She fell ill with Addison’s disease which
attacks the immune system in 1905 and
suffered on the Cross until her death the
following year. Her influence continues to
spread. Pope Francis declared her St
Elizabeth of the Trinity in 2015. Her last
words were, ‘Oh! How great God is and
how much we are loved.’
The preparation for Our Lady’s apparition in Fatima began in 1915 with visits of
the Angel of Portugal who taught the three
young children to pray to the Holy Trinity
thus preparing them to meet with Mary in
1917. This year, 2017, will be the centenary of that apparition and will be a determining year in different ways. Perhaps we
should all feel invited to a closer communion with God, living our lives from the
inner sanctuary. n
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Pope Francis: Nonviolence
and the Path of Peace
Faith in action

Fr gearóid ó conaire, oFm

Gearóid
Ó Conaire OFM
reﬂects on Pope
Francis’ message
for the World Day
of Peace.

S

ince beginning this series of articles on peace and nonviolent
resistance, Pope Francis has
published his World Day of Peace
Message for 1 January 2017,
Nonviolence: A style of Politics for Peace.
It also happens to be the 50th World Day
of Peace message.
I promise I didn’t have a heads-up on
the theme of this 1 January message!
On the other hand, I am not surprised. Back in April, Pax Christi, the
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace,
as well as the Justice, Peace and the
Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Commission
Feb/Mar 2017

of religious congregations in Rome,
organised a seminar on the theme of
peace and non-violence, particularly in
relation to the question of nuclear
weapons.
The participants hoped Pope Francis
might consider writing an encyclical on
peace. For now, he has written on nonviolence. Hopefully, in the near future, he
will write an encyclical on peace.
Do you remember the reasons why
Pope Francis chose St Francis of Assisi
as his patron? Shortly after his election,
he explained to journalists, assembled in
the Paul VI Hall, that Francis of Assisi

was committed to peace, love of the poor
and the care of creation.
This, in synthesis, is what it means for
St Francis to carry out God’s holy will on
earth. They are also among the key concerns of this Pope.
I intended to write this month on the
theme of non-violent communication, but
will take an interlude to share with you
some important ideas expressed in this
latest message of peace.
Each of the recent Popes, beginning
with Pope Paul VI, wrote annual messages of peace for 1 January: Pope Paul
VI (11), Pope John Paul II (20), Pope
27

Benedict (8) and Pope Francis (4). The
titles are varied, but focus on constitutive
elements needed for peace to become a
reality.
A sample of the names given to these
messages from Paul VI to Francis gives a
good insight into the integral nature of
peace:
Pope Paul VI: The promotion of
Human Rights, the way to Peace (1969);
Peace depends on you too (1974); If you
want peace, defend life (1977).
Pope John Paul II: Religious freedom: condition for peace (1988); To build
peace, respect minorities (1989); Peace
with God the Creator, peace with all of
creation (1990); If you want peace,
respect the conscience of every person
(1991); Women: teachers of peace
(1995).
Pope Benedict XVI: The Human
Family, a Community of Peace (2008);
Fighting Poverty to Build Peace (2009);
Educating Young People in Justice and
Peace (2012).
Pope Francis: Fraternity, the
Foundation and Pathway to Peace (2014).
This year’s peace message is short
and concise, consisting of 2,446 words,
about five A4 pages and can be

accessed on the Vatican website
(www.vatican.va). It compares in length to
other World Day of Peace messages.
Human Relations
Over the 50 years, since they began with
Pope Paul VI, the Church has an opportunity to highlight how peace is intrinsically connected to human relations at
every level; with oneself, with others, with
creation and with God.
When relationships are just, including
social and political relations, then peace
reigns. Where there is injustice or a
breakdown in just relations, then all sorts
of negative emotions, such as anger,
hate and bitterness can fester, often leading to violence, division and destruction.
This in turn negatively affects the human
and ecological infrastructure necessary
for all living creatures to grow and
develop.
Blessed Pope Paul VI in his message
for the 1st World Day of Peace (1968),
addressed not simply to Catholics but to
all peoples, wrote, ‘It is our desire then,
every year, that this commemoration be
repeated as a hope and as a promise, at
the beginning of the calendar which measures and outlines the path of human life

in time, that Peace with its just and beneficent equilibrium may dominate the development of events to come.’
It was the same Pope who wrote
(1972) that ‘if you want peace, work for
justice’. Pope Benedict XVI declared,
‘Peace for all is the fruit of justice for all,’
words resembling those of Pope Paul VI
40 years before.
Active Nonviolence
I would like to mention eight important
dimensions Pope Francis highlights in
regard to Active Nonviolence:
1. He hopes:
God will help all to ‘cultivate nonviolence
in our most personal thoughts and values,
resisting the temptation to retaliate, and
that it becomes the hallmark of our decisions, our relationships and our actions,
and indeed of political life in all its forms.’
2. He recognises:
We are in the midst of ‘a horrifying world
war fought piecemeal, terrorism, organised crime, abuse of migrants, victims of
human trafficking and devastated environment’. Additionally, ‘differences can cause
frictions. But let us face them constructively and non-violently, so that tensions
and oppositions can achieve a diversified

Meeting a refugee: Peace is connected
to all human relations.
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and life-giving unity,’ preserving ‘what is
valid and useful on both sides’.
3. He asks:
‘Can violence achieve any goal of lasting
value?’
4. He believes:
‘Whoever accepts the Good News of
Jesus is able to acknowledge the violence within and be healed by God’s
mercy, becoming in turn an instrument of
reconciliation. In the words of St Francis
of Assisi: “As you announce peace with
your mouth, make sure that you have
greater peace in your hearts.”‘
That ‘nonviolence is not merely tactical
behaviour but a person’s way of being,
the attitude of one who is so convinced of
God’s love and power that he or she is
not afraid to tackle evil with the weapons
of love and truth alone. Love of one’s
enemy constitutes the nucleus of the
Christian revolution.’
5. He reiterates:
‘Nonviolence does not mean surrender,

lack of involvement and passivity.’ In the
words of Mother Teresa, ‘We in our family
don’t need bombs and guns… to bring
peace – just get together, love one
another… And we will be able to overcome all the evil that is in the world.’
‘The decisive and consistent practise of
nonviolence has produced impressive
results, such as, with the efforts of
Mahatma Gandhi and Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan in the liberation of India,
and of Dr Martin Luther King Jr in combating racial discrimination. Additionally,
Leymah Gbowee’s successful peace
talks to end the second civil war in
Liberia,’ as well as efforts by Pope John
Paul II to liberate the people of Eastern
Europe from Communism.
6. He highlights:
The family as ‘the indispensable crucible
in which everyone learns to communicate
and to show generous concern for one
another, and in which frictions and even
conflicts have to be resolved not by force

but by dialogue, respect, concern for the
good of the other, mercy and forgiveness.’
7. He pleads:
‘For disarmament and for the prohibition
and abolition of nuclear weapons: nuclear
deterrence and the threat of mutual
assured destruction are incapable of
grounding such an ethics.’
8. He invites:
Everyone
• to practise ‘the little way of love (St
Therese of Lisieux), not to miss out
on a kind word, a smile or any small
gesture which sows peace and friendship.’
• to get to know ‘Jesus’ “manual” for the
strategy of peace made in the
Sermon on the Mount.’
Political and religious leaders
‘to limit the use of force by the application
of moral norms; … [and the] drafting of
legislation at all levels.’
gfoconaire@yahoo.co.uk n

Why I am in favour of keeping the
Eighth Amendment
As a Franciscan who is a concerned
citizen, I would like to reiterate my
belief in the sacredness of human
life from the moment of conception
to natural death and that all members of the human family are equal
in dignity. The most basic right of an
individual is to life. An unborn child,
at this stage of its human development, cannot be deprived of life
because it happens to be in the
womb. The very foundation of
democracy is equality before the law
which includes both the mother and
the child in the womb.
A baby in the womb is a separate
individual with its own unique DNA
identity, different from the mother.
After conception, no new ingredient
is added to ‘make it human’. Zygote,
Embryo, Foetus, Baby, Child,
Adolescent, Early Adulthood,
Adulthood and Maturity are simply
stages of human development.
The eighth amendment is a constitutional legal protection for the
unborn child. On account of this
Feb/Mar 2017

This is his personal
submission sent to the
Citizens’ Assembly by
Gearóid Ó Conaire OFM.
The Assembly is debating
repealing the Pro-Life eighth
amendment and people
were invited to make their
views known.
amendment, many children and
adults are alive today, who might
otherwise have been aborted, if procedures were freely available in this
country.
Justification for greater liberalisation of abortion is often argued for on
the basis of tragic and exceptional
cases. Sometimes circumstances
surrounding a pregnancy are tragic –
rape, incest, debilitating foetal conditions, but how can one tragedy justify
another by taking a life?
One cannot morally justify ending
a life at any stage of development
based on the possibility that that
person may not survive for long.

Even though an old person may
have a relatively short time to live,
such a possibility cannot justify ending their lives. A child does not
deserve to die because of the tragic
circumstances surrounding their
conception or as a result of physiological conditions that may reduce
their lifespan.
Ireland, without abortion, is one
of the safest countries in the world
for maternal health and in which to
give birth, despite some sad exceptions (see, Confidential Maternal
Death Enquiry Ireland, University
College Cork).
It is not good enough to be
against abortion if one is not willing
to provide the necessary support to
expectant mothers to bring their children to full term. Individuals, society
and the State must be prepared to
support women financially, emotionally and spiritually by providing a
welcoming and understanding environment to every expectant mother
and her child. n
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mission digest
Diaconate
Ordinations
in Harare
ere was a happy celebration in Harare
when Franciscan friar, Br Muquelisi
Sibanda OFM, and Capuchin friar,
Br Innocent OFMCap were ordained to the
diaconate in Borrowdale parish church by
the Archbishop of Harare, Robert Ndlovu.
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