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Lent is the time
For greater love.
Listen to Jesus' thirst
For our love:
“Repent and believe!”
What are we to repent of?
Our indifference,
Our hardness of heart.
What are we to believe?
Jesus thirsts even now,
In your heart and in the poor.
He knows your weakness.
He wants only your love,
Wants only the chance to love you.
– Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 14 February.
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From the Editor
e Same Old ing?
I’ve been thinking about Lent which will be upon us in next
to no time.
I recently came across a line from the Prophet Isaiah which
says, ‘Remember not the former things, nor consider the
things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing’ (43:18-19).

Br Stephen O’Kane OFM

One of the problems with Lent is that we have had it before.
We had it last year, and the year before that and for as long
as we can remember.

However, if we believe Isaiah, then no Lent is, or should be, like any other Lent. Each Lent is
not meant to be just a repetition of what has gone before. Through these words from Isaiah,
God is not saying to us, ‘Remember all your Lents now past and consider the Lents of old.
Behold I am doing the same old thing for you.’
No, God is saying to us, ‘Remember NOT your former Lents and do not consider the Lents of
old. Behold I am doing a new thing with you this Lent.’
Having said that, while focusing on the new things God will do for us is very important, it
is also true that it is only in appreciating and rejoicing in what God has already done for us
in our lives, that we can fully appreciate the new.
Remembering with gratitude the past
makes us value even more the new that
is to come.
Hope for the future and a memory of
the past are not opposed. Quite the
opposite: when I call to mind all that
God has already done for me I have
hope that he will continue to do that in
whatever lies ahead.
So that is my wish for each of you, dear
readers, and for myself as well, that
this Lent will be like Lent for the first
time. That we will allow God to do
something new with each of us and for each of us this Lent. Let us forget about the same old,
same old. Let us think of something new to do or not do.
Be open, and who knows what will happen? ‘Remember not the former things, nor consider
the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing.’
– Stephen O’Kane OFM
(director.fmu@franciscans.ie)
St Anthony Brief
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1867 - 2017
KILLARNEY
Celebrating an enduring Fidelity

F

rom the outset of the Bible the
patriarchs, starting with our father
in faith Abraham, encountered God
in special, privileged places such as
Shechem, Bethel and Hebron, and they
worshipped there.
In the Book of Exodus, God takes the
initiative in cementing his relationship with
his chosen people. He instructs Moses to
‘make a sanctuary so that I can live
among them’ (Exodus 25:8). They constructed the Ark of the Covenant containing the tablets of the Ten Commandments,
and above which was placed the Mercy
Seat for the Divine Presence. They bore
the Ark aloft as they travelled through the
desert and through their history until many
years later it came to rest in the Temple in
Jerusalem built by Solomon.
After the destruction of this great edifice by the Babylonians, Herod the Great
rebuilt it. It was this sanctuary that Jesus
felt drawn to as a child. ‘Did you not know
that I would be irresistibly drawn to my
Father’s house?’ he replied to his stressed
Mother (Luke 2:49).
It was also there that Jesus would proclaim himself to be the New Temple,
‘“Destroy this temple, and in three days I
Feb/Mar 2018

On the Feast of the immaculate Conception,
8 december last year, the 150th anniversary of the
Franciscan church in Killarney was celebrated. in his
homily, Pat Younge OFM recalled the faithfulness
of those who have gone before us and called for
courage in the face of our own challenges.
will raise it up.” He was speaking of the
temple that was his body, and when Jesus
rose from the dead his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they
believed the scripture and what he had
said’ (John 2:20-22). Although the Risen
Christ is present everywhere to everybody
throughout time and eternity, he wishes to
be present to his faithful ‘in a special way’
when they gather. He is truly Emmanuel,
God with us!
St Francis imparted a deep sense of
reverence for this Presence to his friars.
On discovering the scriptures Francis displaced the image of Christ as the
‘Implacable Judge’ of the High Middle
Ages with the ‘Compassionate Suffering
Servant’ who became our brother.

The humility of Christ’s birth and the
profound love expressed by his death
were the two defining events in the life of
Jesus that transformed Francis’ life to one
of reverence and love that became his
legacy to his brothers and the Church.
Appreciation and love for the humanity of
Christ has characterised the spirituality of
the Franciscan Order. And it has helped
the friars to be instruments of compassion,
reconciliation and peace down through the
centuries, often through turbulent times
and even to the point of martyrdom.
Muckross Abbey
Muckross Abbey, the first friary in this
area, built outside Killarney, was dedicated
to the Holy Trinity. It was founded around
5

Muckross Abbey: a noble endurance.

1448 through the patronage of Donal
McCarthy Mor. It was the residence of the
friars until 1698 when they had to withdraw finally, through persecution, to other
places of refuge. Today it stands a noble
ruin, not so much by neglect, as stripped
and weathered by years of religious conflict.
The friars of Muckross, like the rest of
the mendicants of medieval Ireland,
enjoyed a reputation as the pre-eminent
pastoral agents of the twin ministries of
preaching and as compassionate and
much sought-after confessors. As preachers they emphasised the approachability
of God through the compassion of Christ
and in the language of the people. Their
sermons were evangelical, well-informed
and uplifting, and cleverly laced with
engaging anecdotes that greatly entertained their congregations in a world of
considerable monotony, lacking in colour
and variety.
Their effectiveness as confessors is
borne out by the fact that the Assisi
Pardon, a privilege of reconciliation
granted to St Francis during his lifetime,
was still celebrated in Muckross on 2
August well into the 1800s by Fr James
Fitzgerald, a Dingle man. Many came on
foot and fasting to confess, to do penance
and be reconciled to God.
Such was the enduring attraction of
the spirit of Muckross that once it was
vacated by the friars through expulsion it
became the burial place of choice for

many of the Irish nobility and the ordinary
faithful. It is there that three of the outstanding poets of the Kingdom of Kerry
are at rest: O’Rahilly, O’Sullivan and
O’Donoghue.
The New Foundation
There was a dawn of new hope after
Catholic Emancipation in 1829. The foundation stone for the new church and friary
was taken from Muckross Abbey and carried through the streets of Killarney to
Cnocan na gCaorach, or Fair Hill, not just
to erect a new building, but to carry symbolically and visibly the traditions and the
spirituality of that parent friary.
It is believed that this procession, on
St Patrick’s Day 1864, in which the Bishop
of Kerry, Dr Moriarty, accompanied by
clergy, religious and faithful, was the first
such Catholic religious display in Ireland
since the Reformation.
The church was designed by Edward
Welby Pugin, eldest son of Augustine
Pugin, the architect of Killarney Cathedral.
On its completion it was consecrated to
the Most Holy Trinity by Bishop Moriarty
on 8 December 1867, 150 years ago
today.
Architecture, like music or poetry, has
the power to elevate the human spirit to a
higher plane. It is wisely said that, ‘We
shape our buildings, thereafter they shape
us!’ The church by its simple neo-gothic
style together with its central focus on the
wooden, Flemish-styled altar and the dra-

matic power of the stained-glass East
Window helps create that elevated spirit
which makes the church such a unique
place of prayer and reflection. Perhaps a
little-known feature is that the glass in the
lateral windows has a slight amber tint that
contributes to the warm glow characteristic
of the interior.
A Place of Prayer
Likewise, the friars who ministered here
and the thousands of faithful who have
offered fervent prayers here have contributed greatly to the making of this sanctuary – a monument to faith and a locus of
great spiritual energy over the many
years.
During this time, too, many young men
have entered the Franciscan Order here
and have received their initial formation in
religious life, some have persevered while
others moved on to other pursuits, but all
with indelible memories of their experience
here. Joyfully it is now the novitiate for the
North of Europe, which opens another
chapter in the life of this new Muckross!
It can never be forgotten that it has
been the constant fidelity of the people of
Killarney and its hinterland that have supported the friars and their ministry throughout the years. It has been their enduring
faith and loyalty and their generosity especially through the ‘quest’ that has kept the
life-blood flowing.
To the generations past and present a
great debt of gratitude is due, and is now
St Anthony Brief
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here sincerely expressed! All our benefactors, both living and dead, are gratefully
remembered in the daily prayers and
devotions of the friars.

What moral principle should guide personal freedom and the progress of science? This is where the roots of our moral
tradition come into play.

The Present and the Future?
The arena in which we find ourselves
today as a Christian community has
changed radically from the simple and
solid faith of Muckross and its legacy.
What we are challenged with in modern
western democracies is a widespread and
aggressive mindset where God is marginalised, and religion is removed from the
public discourse.
What we are experiencing is not ‘freedom of religion’, but ‘freedom from religion’
– the privatisation of faith and morality.
What originally was intended as a
safeguard for believers has turned out to
be the opposite, the suppression of religion. This is a cause for deep concern for
the moral fabric of society!

The Human Person
The dignity of each human person made
in the image and likeness of God must be
the fundamental building block of the ethical order. This is the only absolute that
can prevent the human being from being
treated as a mere ‘thing’. At no stage of
our existence should we ever be a mere
‘thing!’ or a mere ‘product’, either in the
social order, or in the realm of economics
or in the field of biology.
On the intellectual level, when faced
with indifference towards our Christian values and confronted with an aggressive
secularism, we must insist on respect for
people of faith, for our beliefs and our heritage. We must stand firm against a ‘political correctness’ where a contrary opinion
is not tolerated or allowed a voice, and
where the fashionable view of the crowd is
invariably equated with wisdom and truth.
We must safeguard the spiritual, intellectual and physical dignity of each individual human person, especially the vulnerable and the powerless. Consequently,
we must passionately strive for a society

The European Constitution
After the fall of Communism in the East,
Europe embarked on a new course of
extended unity. Faced with this new challenge, Pope John Paul II and Pope
Benedict petitioned those charged with
framing the new Constitution of the
European Union that the unique Christian
roots of Europe should be acknowledged
in the text. This was a heritage that
inspired and gave impetus to the founding
of the original Economic Union by
Adenuar, De Gasperri, Schumann and so
on, in order to consolidate the peace after
the conflagration of two World Wars. The
petitions fell on deaf ears.
The architects of the new European
project sought to anchor the values and
identity of the Union in a more recent tradition: the supremacy of science stemming
from the so-called Enlightenment, and personal freedom or autonomy, stemming
from the French Revolution. Such a
course of action has indeed its merits and
appeal. However, both these values, good
in themselves, need moral guidance, a
moral compass.
The guiding stimulus of Science is
Progress, but not at any cost!
The guiding stimulus of Personal
Autonomy is Personal Advantage, but not
at any cost!
In order that the Strong do not dominate the Weak, both of these great values
must be tempered by a sound morality.
Feb/Mar 2018

where the Strong are Just and the Weak
are Safe!
In times of need, St Francis would turn
to the scriptures for guidance. Despite the
complexities of our time we turn to the
Gospel to affirm our viewpoint. We turn to
where Jesus is faced with opposition and
is challenged.
To ‘disconcert him’ they asked, ‘Which
was the greatest Commandment of the
Law?”
Jesus outwitted them by the simplicity
and clarity of his reply. The whole will of
God is summed up simply and in plain
language (see Matthew 22:37-40). ‘You
must love and reverence God above all
things. You must accept, reverence and
love your own humanity. You must treat
one another with radical equality.’
This is the basic programme for living
the Gospel life and the basic values we
safeguard.
Mary, whose Immaculate Conception
we celebrate today, and who was doubly
blessed because ‘she was full of grace’
and because ‘she believed the promises
made her by the Lord would be fulfilled’ –
may she pray for us that, as we face the
challenges of our times, we may be faithful to Christ the humble, the all-loving and
to our Franciscan charism. n

Beginning: friars in the international novitiate.
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in Vietnam
Sean Cassin OFM
experiences the
foolish wisdom
of the gospel.

E

ven in the broad daylight, getting
into the coracle or basket boat is
a floundering, falling and fear of
capsising back into the sea. It rocks
dangerously close to the water, flooding
in over the side. But doing it at 4am in
the morning in the pitch dark is a bit of a
terror trip.
Thao, the boat owner, is 21 years of
age; he looks more than 35, with calloused hands that I’ve not felt since my
father’s. His friend who is homeless and
stays in the Buddhist pagoda had
brought him to our English training class.
Thao left school at twelve. We could see
that sitting in a class of teenage students made him acutely embarrassed. I
feared he’d bolt from the first class.
After months of wrestling with local
government, seeking work permits,
licenses and in Kafkaesque journeys
around myriad departments, Dasatt (our
NGO that combats people-trafficking)
finds the very people we came to help
just walking in our door. The fishing culture here is so insular that it is all the
poorer young people know. Your family
position, village status and very survival
are wedded to the fishing role. When the
fish catches dry up for more than a
month the family face destitution. Devoid

of other skills, a bit like the Irish in the
famine years, they are unable to break
into other employment and the notion of
talking to tourists in a foreign language
is for them a big no go.
Lien
On the boat my alarm bells began to go
off as I listened to Thao’s younger
brother, Lien, who will be most at risk to
leave the village if hard times come. He
spoke of going to the Philippines in
answer to an online ad for fishermen.
Because of his naivety about the world
outside his village he will think that every
kind gesture is to help him.
His helpers, so called, in the big
Filipino fishing trawlers will offer him
board, food, and work he knows how to
do. He thinks he can go back home to
his home village of Muine after he pays
them back out of his wages. Only problem is the pay back to the trawler owner
is never enough, the wages never happen. In far-flung foreign countries he
cannot speak with the people there as
he has no English.
Many fishing boats in Asian waters
are floating sweat-shops, crewed by
men who were forced or deceived into
climbing aboard by modern-day press-

gangs. Out on the high seas it's impossible for them to seek help or to escape.
Located in some of the most remote
regions in the world, these vessels operate without scrutiny.
In English class, Dasatt raises the
awareness about trafficking and tries to
avert it by offering alternatives to risky
migration.
Fishing Trip
I knew at the end of Thao’s first Dasatt
English class that his invitation to me to
go fishing was the key to keeping Thao
on board and maybe enticing his little,
smiley-faced brother, Lien, to join him.
Thao got to save face in the English class
when we got to the sing-song section.
Many of the students, who struggle with
vocabulary and hearing and speaking,
take wings with the rhythm of song that
easily carries the words to their mouths.
Thao could sing and felt more part of the
group before we broke up to go home.
In saying yes to the fishing trip offer I
knew it was the return match. I would be
as much out of my environment as he
was in my class. I would do and say and
be stupid and awkward while he could
shine in his sea world. This time I’d be
the one losing face.
St Anthony Brief
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As the dawn broke out over the
South China Sea we saw little flying
fish skimming along the water surface.
Rowing the coracle is what gives the
calloused hands. It’s the strangest
manoeuvring of a single oar I’ve ever
seen. More like stirring your tea than
rowing. Yet it makes for a steady pace
out over the light breakers and the
shore grows more and more distant.
Thao and Lien play out the fine filament netting as they row. They make a
wide circle and then pull in the two
ends towards the boat. I can see the
fish, like little sprat but bigger, shooting
out over the net and some escaping.
Sometimes a circle like this brought in
little or nothing. After four hours of
casting and drawing in we had what
would fill two panniers. These are
woven bags that fit on both sides of the
Honda 50 motorbike to be shipped
fresh into the market in Phan Thiet. A
basket can fetch up to €100 so this
was a good day and I quickly claimed
the credit for their success.
Old Man!
As the sun heated us up we paused in
a beach inlet to dive out of the coracle
into the clear sea and swam and
laughed about my Vietnamese pronunciations. I thought Bien di meant we go

The young brother: Lien is at high
risk of being trafficked.
Feb/Mar 2018

to the beach – in fact, it’s a rude idiom
for telling people to go away.
Thao and his brother swam over to
some friends living in a beach shack on
this remote beach and managed to
pro-cure two large bricks of ice which
they carried over their heads back to
the boat.
They produced freshly cooked
crabs and cans of Sprite with lumps of
ice – that was our breakfast. The crab
is like tasting the sea, and I admit the
icy, sugary Sprite in 30-degree heat is
scintillatingly refreshing.
On the way back to the Muine harbour I knew that little, smiling Lien was
curious about my life and about
Ireland. I heard him tell his brother to
ask me if he learned English could he
come to Europe to study instead of
going to the Filipino trawlers? When I
answer him in Vietnamese, Neu ban
muon gi ban co the lam – ‘If you want it
enough you can do it.’ His jaw dropped
open and he said to me, Neu ban co
the noi tieng viet gia toi co the hoc
tieng anh – ‘If you can speak
Vietnamese, old man, I can learn
English.’
It was as if we had both managed
to cross bridges to meet each other’s
very different worlds. Now he no longer
saw Europe, foreigners, and the
English language as unreachable
goals. Neither was I misleading him as
we now have an agreement with Cork
IT that students with enough English
can attend there for six-month courses
in tourism and other skills.
Foolishness
I had strident, recurring resonances of
Jesus going out with the disciples, with
their despondency about how ‘we
fished all night and caught nothing’.
How his presence is consistently nudging them and us over the foolishness
threshold. The classic, floundering,
foolish invitation must be to Peter venturing out to walk on the water.
I worried that Lien would take up
the Philippines offer to work on trawlers
and risk being trafficked. The real miracle was on the following Monday
evening at English class – behind
Thao, the moonfaced, smiling Lien
crossed the threshold of our English

Fishing: Thao prepares hooks
and lines to catch crab.
class. I knew then that they were
opening the gates to alternative ways
to survive without having to migrate.
I knew that the secret to Dasatt
accessing the closed world of impoverished fishing village cultures lay not in
the endless procurement of licences,
government stamps, and lists of the
registered poor. No, it lay in the going
out onto the margins of our familiar
zones, into the feeling-stupid zone,
and floundering there in ways that
make us own our own foolishness.
St Paul writes, ‘For consider your
call, brethren; not many of you were
wise according to worldly standards,
not many were powerful, not many
were of noble birth; but God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame
the wise, God chose what is weak in
the world to shame the strong’ (1
Corinthians 1: 26:27).
I wondered if the requirement for
being open to God’s will in our lives is
not only this recognition of our own
limitedness and foolishness but in
actively embracing the ministries to the
unfamiliar and marginal.
Is it in seeking out the places
where we are floundering and looking
foolish that allows us to enter the trusting place of the hidden hand of God,
that is ever achieving its own creative
purpose? n
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Chile’s capital: Santiago,
surrounded by the Andes.

‘I have met you, Lord.’
C

hile is a country of exceptional
beauty. From the north to the
south its landscape changes drastically. It leads us through the driest desert
in the world, the mountain ranges covered
in white snow, the green forests and the
crystal rivers and the azure lakes. Then we
pass through fertile fields and on to the
Chilean Patagonia where the cold winds
reign, and farther through the southern
fjords with their deep water, until reaching
the frozen Antarctic.
Its culture, architecture, literature and
music express a spirit that is sincere yet
proud, humble yet brave, joyful with a
romantic nostalgia, strong yet peaceful.
Besides all that natural and cultural
Chilean richness, what fascinated me most
was the beauty of the people – the Chilean
people who have been formed by their
painful and proud history, and by their simple yet strong faith in God. When obedience sent me to the FMM Province of
Bolivia-Chile for a two-year missionary
experience, the Chilean people welcomed
me with a surprising openness and tenderness.
Now, at the end of my two-year missionary experience in Chile, what can I tell you?
We remember the two disciples, from
the Gospel of John, who came to Jesus

Franciscan Sister,
Malgorzara
bukowska FMM,
writes of her two-year
missionary experience
in Chile as part of her
formation programme.
there she encountered
Christ in his people.
asking him, ‘Teacher, where do you live?’
And Jesus responded, ‘Come and see.’
Yes, Lord, I came and I have seen
where you live; I have met you, Lord, in
my FMM Sisters, in those who have
accompanied me daily in the joys and
struggles, helping me to grow in faith and
in love.
Maria
I met you, Lord, in the Chilean people: the
elderly, the youth and the children.
During the two years of pastoral work
in Santiago de Chile, I have accompanied
several groups of the elderly in the chapels

and the nursing homes. In their eyes, I
have seen sadness and pain. Many of them
were abandoned and forgotten by their
families. Now, they do not ask for anything;
they do not expect anything… just a hug, a
smile, and attentive listening.
One day, when I was sitting next to
Maria, aged 85 years, my soul was crying
out while I listened to her story. As a little
girl she lived in a very poor family, so poor
that after the death of her mother, the father
left his children with other families and disappeared. The family that adopted Maria
did not take care of her. She lived abandoned, working hard and suffering from
hunger. When she was eight years old, a
dog attacked her savagely and bit her arms
and face. Wounded and covered by blood,
she was found by the police in the fields.
She was taken to hospital where she spent
many months, abandoned again by the
family that had adopted her.
Recovered, she left the hospital and
began working as a maid. When she was
16 years old she got married. But she did
not have much luck. Her husband was violent and alcoholic. For years she lived in a
situation of unbearable violence.
Today, at age 85, she takes care of her
alcoholic grandchild, living on a miserable
income. Nevertheless, in spite of so much
St Anthony Brief
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pain that she has suffered since childhood,
Maria is a woman who transmits peace and
joy to everyone around her. Her scarred
face is always lit by a sincere smile.
One could say that Maria is one of the
many Chilean women who have survived
in expressible pain. They are the sorrowful
mothers who gave birth to the new Chile –
a country blessed by God, not so much
with economic prosperity, as with a spirit of
solidarity and national openness to the
needy and the poor, especially the
migrants.
Migrants
And there in the faces of the hundreds of
migrants I have met you, Lord.
During my pastoral ministry in Santiago
de Chile, I have accompanied many
migrants from Venezuela, Colombia,
Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador and Haiti. I worked
as a volunteer at the Latin American
Parish and the Parish of St Francis of
Assisi. A foreigner among the foreigners,
like them I despaired at times because of
the incomprehensibility of others; not only
could I identify with them, I was one of
them. I knew their loneliness and sense of
being lost in a foreign land.
Our Parish of St Francis of Assisi,
responding to the needs of our time,
extended its pastoral ministry to include
the migrants. A group of volunteers was
formed to accompany the migrants in their
basic needs. The invitation was made; the
doors of the church were opened. At the

first meeting more than 30 people turned
up – people from Venezuela, Colombia
and Haiti. In the first months we helped
them with the most necessary things like
food, clothing, work, health care and
Spanish lessons for the Haitians.
However, during one of the meetings,
our friends, the migrants, surprised us
mightily, saying, ‘We are grateful for everything that you have done to help us with
the material necessities. Nevertheless,
what we are most grateful for is your openness and your attentive listening. And this
is the priceless gift that you cannot buy
with money – is freely received and freely
given. We have received so much from
you now we want to share with you the little that we have.’ How beautiful is the dignity of the poor!
It was a powerful experience for all of
us to see how the group was formed and
transformed by sincere and open sharing.
Out of that group, a team of leaders was
formed to lead the whole group into its
future service to others.
By empowering others, we all become
stronger.
Spiritual Path
My ministry among the migrants at the
Latin American Parish took a different
form. There I worked with migrants in the
field of religious formation and family counselling. With other volunteers, we organised and directed the religious education
programme for children, youth, and adults.

Most of our students were young migrants
or children of migrants.
This year the young adults who were
prepared for Confirmation were from
Colombia, Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia and
Chile. Each of them shared his or her own
life story – stories that are both painful and
holy.
Brayan said, ‘I was 15 years old when I
came to Chile with my mother. I started
working. But I left the job. I joined the
gangs. I became a drug addict. I took drugs
for years. My life did not make any sense. I
was falling into an abyss of nothingness.
And when I was at the bottom, the grace of
God took me out and made me free, saving
me from slavery to the drugs. And I did it. It
was a long and vey painful journey. And
today I am here. I am 22 years old and I
am asking the Church for the Sacrament of
Baptism. I work hard. I have no education. I
am very humble and, you know what,
Sister, my humility is all I have and I never
want to lose it.’
Accompanying these young people on
their spiritual path, listening to their stories
seems at times like hearing the cry of all
the peoples of the Latin America continent
– the cry of despair and hope, the cry
against corruption, the cry for justice, and
the cry for a dignified life!
Here in Chile, where the roads of Latin
America cross, I have met you, Lord!
From Meeting Space
www.fmm.org n

Attentive listening:
accompanying the elderly.
Feb/Mar 2018

11

Church Brief
Bolivia: a street child
Bolivia: Street Children
Over a thousand children in the Bolivian
city of Santa Cruz de la Sierra are street
children. And many others are likely to
become street children in an area where
poverty and violence are a daily reality. In
order to cope with this phenomenon, Fr
Cervantes Gabarrón has been involved in
the Oikía centre for over ten years. ‘The
mission of Oikía, which means home, is to
provide street children and adolescents
with an educational opportunity within a
warm and Christian environment and hopefully lead them to build a dignified life,’ Fr
Cervantes said. Oikía has three centres. In
the night centre, young children have dinner, sleep and have breakfast. The day
centre is a cultural centre as well as a
school space where children learn to read
and write and where they can also complete primary-school studies. The carpentry
workshop offers professional training and
here children learn to build educational
games that are then sold. ‘It is important to
help them believe in God’s love, in a God
who wants their happiness and their freedom; to provide psychological support for
them; organise time, planning educational
activities that promote the development of
children and teenagers; and make every
child feel that Oikía is a place where there
is a real family spirit based on values such
as love, understanding, respect, confidence
and joy,’ adds the priest.

Venkaiah Naidu said, ‘The Catholic community is peace-loving and it contributes
immensely to nation building. Jesus’ message for love and peace is for all seasons,
cultures and nationalities. Catholics, in particular, work for people’s welfare; they have
opened thousands of dispensaries and
hospitals and manage the best educational
institutions in the country.’ The Church in
India is heavily involved in education and
Naidu remarked that, ‘Education is the
most important tool for social transformation. It helps impart values, compassion,
morality and ethics’ and he urged Catholics
to continue their service with particular
attention to the neediest people in society.
Christians have been targeted by Hindu
extremists in recent years and the VicePresident acknowledged that some people
misuse religion, specifying that ‘religion has
nothing to do with terror. Terrorism is the
enemy of humanity.’ According to the 2011
Census, there are 24 million Christians in
India, among whom 19.9 million are
Catholics.

Israel: US Decision
‘My thoughts now go to Jerusalem, regarding which I cannot silence my deep concern about the situation that has developed
and, at the same time, make a heartfelt
appeal for everyone to respect the status
quo of the city, in conformity with the pertinent United Nations Resolutions.’ With

Tel Aviv:
U.S.
Embassy

these words, Pope Francis expressed his
concern for the coexistence in the Holy City,
after the new tensions aroused by the decision of the US Administration to transfer the
US embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.
‘Jerusalem is a unique city, sacred to Jews,
Christians and Muslims, who venerate the
Holy Places of their respective religions, and
has a special vocation to peace. I pray to the
Lord that this identity is preserved and
strengthened for the benefit of the Holy
Land, the Middle East and the whole world
and that wisdom and prudence prevail, to
avoid adding new elements of tension in a
world already shaken and marked by many
cruel conflicts.’ In the region itself, other
Church leaders stated that the decision is
sure to have ‘negative repercussions’ on the
already unstable Middle Eastern scenario,
and risks jeopardising the entire peace
process. n

India: school for
special-needs children

India: Church of the Poor
The Indian government has praised the
service rendered by the Catholic Church
towards the poor and the needy in India. At
a recent event in New Delhi, Vice-President
St Anthony Brief
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Help support the
Franciscan Missionaries
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enrolment offering contributes to the support
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Lomán MacAodha OFM
shows how St Francis’
prayer ﬂowed over into
a life of wonderful
compassion.

Open
to
Mercy
and
Living in Compassion
S

hortly before his death, St Francis
shared his final written words with
the friars, capturing the work of
God in his life. In his Testament he writes
of his conversion and the beginnings of
his Gospel life.
‘The Lord granted me, Brother
Francis, to begin to do penance in this
way: While I was in sin, it seemed very
bitter to me to see lepers. And the Lord
himself led me among them and I had
mercy upon them. And when I left them
that which seemed bitter to me was
changed into sweetness of soul and body;
and afterward I lingered a little and left the
world.
‘And the Lord gave me such faith in
churches that I would simply pray and
speak in this way: “We adore you, Lord
Jesus Christ, in all your churches throughout the world, and we bless you, for
through your holy cross you have
redeemed the world.”’
Francis had been broken down by his
experience of warfare; he had tried being
a soldier. He suffered what today we
would recognise as ‘post-traumatic

stress disorder’. He did not know where
to turn.
Slowly he began to turn to God who
had accompanied him every step of his
way – the whole journey of his life from
his conception onwards. ‘You saw how
the Lord your God carried you, as a father
carries his son, all the way you travelled’
(Deuteronomy 1:31).
Francis turned inwards to the God he
hardly knew.
It was a Gospel turning even before
he became aware of the Gospel’s invitation, ‘Repent, turn around, and believe,
trust in the Good News – trust in the
Father’s great love for all his beloved
ones.’ Francis was discovering the Way of
the Gospel open to all.
Becoming Prayer
Francis became a man who prayed and
slowly became a man of prayer. His first
biographer, Friar Thomas of Celano, said of
him, ‘In prayer, he would direct all his attention and affection towards the one thing
necessary that he asked of the Lord, not so
much praying, as becoming totally prayer.’

Francis experienced a new way of
prayer, inwards to the heart, through the
mind – his ‘attention and affection’ – to
dwell more deeply on the one thing necessary – the awareness of God’s living
love within.
Jesus teaches us, ‘Go to your room,
pray to your Father in the secret place [of
your heart] and the Father will reward
you’ (Matthew 6:6). This is what Jesus
himself did. And he told his would-be disciples, ‘Learn from me for I am humble
and gentle of heart’ (Matthew 11:28,29).
Such prayer calls for an openness of
heart, a deeper dialogue than ‘saying’
prayers. It is an inner openness to the
One who is the Source of our personal
life and the whole universe.
To pray is to learn, in the Spirit of
Jesus, to be at home with oneself in the
presence of the Father. It is a conscious
acceptance or a taking hold of one’s own
life, as it is and as it has been, with its
blessings and gifts, its flaws, limitations
and weaknesses, its desires and dreams.
Prayer of the heart is a communion
with the Father in one’s own deepest,
St Anthony Brief
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most personal reality, in a patient and
hopeful and loving way, as a living part of
the universe.
It was Francis’ prayer all through his
life, as expressed in the first prayer that
we have received from him – his prayer
before the Cross of San Damiano. ‘Most
high, glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my heart and give me Lord, a
correct faith, a certain hope, a perfect
charity, sense and knowledge, so that I
may carry out your holy and true command.’
God’s Consolation
It was his heart’s deepest desire to be
embraced by the Father’s love and compassion and to share that goodness with
all those who were bruised and wounded
by life.
This is what St Paul desired and
experienced also. ‘Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console
those who are in any affliction with the
consolation with which we ourselves are
consoled by God’ (2Corinthians 1:3,4).
God’s compassion was the source,
ever-renewed, of the perfect joy that
inspired Francis’ whole life. In later years
he was to struggle with a health breakdown and the heartbreak of many of the
friars departing from his vision of living
the Holy Gospel.
To live in the spirit of St Francis is to
be open to God’s compassion and to
open one’s own heart in compassion for
all others, generously and selflessly, as
far as the Spirit makes it possible.
What God has always wanted is
‘love, not sacrifice’ – except the ‘sacrifice
of thanksgiving’ for what he has done
and is doing in all things since the beginning of creation.
San Damiano
To arrive at this space for the universal in
his life, Francis had to start with the inner
space of his own heart, broken and
deeply disturbed after his ordeal of two
years’ incarceration in the Perugia. His
journey led him to the broken-down
church of San Damiano outside Assisi. It
was dedicated to the healer-saints,
Cosmas and Damian, and had served
Feb/Mar 2018

the poor at one time as a kind of ‘field
hospital’, to quote Pope Francis.
This little building, representing the
gathered Body of Christ, had become
severely damaged and needed re-building. The Body of Christ was damaged
also in Francis. In being ‘mercied’ (as
Pope Francis expressed the experience
of such grace) by the call to re-build the
Church, Francis was chosen and sent by
Christ’s love to reach out, firstly to the
leper, to share the compassion he was
receiving himself, and then to all he met
on the way.
This prayerful movement of compassion in Francis’ conversion enabled him,
in the Spirit, to identify more deeply with

the Body of Christ. This awareness
focused on the icon of the Crucified and
Risen Christ over the altar in San
Damiano, then in the living Christ in the
Holy Sacrament and in all the churches
in the world, and particularly in the
wounded priests he would encounter. ‘I
desire to revere, love, and honour priests
and all others as my masters. And I do
not wish to consider sin in them because
I discern the Son of God in them and
they are my masters.’
The experience of the tenderness of
‘the Father of mercies and the God of all
consolation’ in Francis’ own wounded
heart overflowed in gentle, non-judgemental compassion towards all. n

The Cross of
San Damiano:
‘Rebuild my Church!’
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e Canticle:
A Surge of Joy

I

n the year 1225, a year before his
death, St Francis of Assisi emerged
from a dark period in his life. Doing
what God wanted of him had been his
primary motivation since his conversion.
However, the movement he had
inspired began to get away from him and
the simple life he had hoped for was turning into something more complex and
institutional.
Francis experienced a crisis in his
life. Had God abandoned him? Had he
been faithful to doing what God had
asked of him? There followed a period of
intense darkness and depression as he
pondered these questions.

Mystical Experience
While on an extended stay at the
Monastery of San Damiano with St Clare,
his disciple and friend, Francis had a
mystical experience – an overwhelming
sense of God’s love and compassion.
He captures the joy of this breakthrough in what has become known as
the Canticle of Brother Sun or the
Canticle of the Creatures. This is a poem

of praise for all created things. In creation
Francis sees the beauty of the Creator
and suddenly all the darkness within him
gives way to light, joy and peace.
The Canticle is a prayer, a surge of
hope and joy in the certainty that God
has not abandoned him but that he is
deeply loved and cherished along with all
created things to whom he is connected
as a brother. Francis sees himself in relation to all of God’s creation and understands himself as a brother among brothers and sisters.
His conviction is that all of creation is
familial, connected and inter-dependent.
Relationship in creation carries with it the
obligation to be tender, involved and loving with sisters and brothers. The core of
Franciscan spirituality is deeply relational.
There are no strangers but all of creation
constitutes membership of the same family under God with Jesus as our brother.
This is not some kind of pantheism
but a penetrating glimpse into the mystery of the all-loving and good God who
is reflected in the beauty of his creation.
This is the backdrop or context from

Adrian Peelo OFM
reflects on the
profound
significance of
St Francis’
Canticle
of the
Creatures.

which this canticle of gratitude emerges.
Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,
Yours are the praises, the glory, the
honour, and all blessing.
To you alone, Most High, do they
belong,
and no one is worthy to praise your
name.
The Canticle opens with a salutation to
the Creator. It may have been inspired by
what he had heard in Muslim prayer in
the Middle East where he had spent
some time promoting peace. From this
acknowledgement comes everything else
we will encounter in the Canticle.
Be praised, my Lord, through all your
creatures,
especially through my lord Brother
Sun,
who brings the day; and you give
light through him.
And he is beautiful and radiant in all
his splendour!
Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.
The praise of God begins with a verse
dedicated entirely to the beauty and
St Anthony Brief
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virtues of Brother Sun. By its brightness
and warmth God pours his light on the
world and the sun is for Francis the very
sign of God.
In praising the sun, Francis uses this
magnificent celestial object as a
metaphor for the Son of God, the Light of
the World, and the perfect image of God.
In Jesus, God pours his light and love on
humankind and over all creation.
Praise be You, my Lord, through
Sister Moon
and the stars, in heaven you formed
them
clear and precious and beautiful.
Praised be You, my Lord, through
Brother Wind,
and through the air, cloudy and
serene,
and every kind of weather through
which
You give sustenance to Your creatures.
Praised be You, my Lord, through
Sister Water,
which is very useful and humble and
precious and chaste.
Praised be You, my Lord, through
Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night and
he is beautiful
and playful and robust and strong.
Praised be You, my Lord, through
Sister Mother Earth,

who sustains us and governs us and
who produces
varied fruits with colored flowers and
herbs.
Francis goes on to praise the Moon and
Stars, our sisters; our mother, Sister
Earth with brothers and sisters Fire,
Water and Air, and all the beauty and
mystery of the world around us in its
bounty and fruitfulness.
Here we have a great song of gratitude from the heart of Francis to God.
Notice he does not ask for anything but
that everything is pure praise, all thanksgiving and adoration. Francis has now
moved into a deeper and more mature
relationship with God – the characteristic
of the mature soul is gratitude.
Praised be You, my Lord,
through those who give pardon for
Your love,
and bear infirmity and tribulation.
Blessed are those who endure in
peace
for by You, Most High, they shall be
crowned.
We then move to a favourite and central
theme in Francis’ life – forgiveness and
peace. He knows that reconciliation is
often painful to achieve and needs
patience.
He calls humankind to endure in
peace until this is finally achieved. Then

we will be crowned by God’s eternal
friendship as a reward for perseverance
in faith.
Praised be You, my Lord,
through our Sister Bodily Death,
from whom no living man can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin.
Blessed are those whom death will find
in Your most holy will,
for the second death shall do them no
harm.
As the Canticle comes to its close, death
itself, tenderly called our sister bodily
death, comes across as having been
tamed. Francis is convinced that if we do
God’s will, namely, if we faithfully follow
in the footprints of Jesus, death is nothing at all but a rite of passage to eternal
bliss, to joy without end.
The Canticle of the Creatures is a
revelation in poetry of the faith of Francis
of Assisi.
Francis is aware of the tragic dimension of human existence – of the wounds
which occur in human relationships,
which must be forgiven; sickness,
anguish and death. But over and above
this battlefield, a serene melody makes
itself heard: it sings of love, forgiveness,
peace, the crown of glory and the holy
will of God.
Francis of Assisi is no naïve nature
lover. It is in and through the beauty of

Sister birds: all of creation is familial.
Feb/Mar 2018
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nature that he sees the touch of God.
God is manifested both in the beauty of
creation and in the midst of human darkness when it is accepted. Francis does
not dismiss either one.
The praise of God in gratitude can
burst forth as much from contemplating
the admirable order of creation as from

the depths of human suffering when one
can intuit and accept its hidden meaning.
It is to every situation that the invitation of the final verse can be applied.
Praise and bless my Lord
and give him thanks
and serve him with great humility.
St Francis died on the evening of 3

October 1226. The friars gathered around
him as he lay dying and sang the
Canticle of the Creatures for him at his
request. Before his gentle soul went
home to the Creator, his final words to
the friars were these, ‘Brothers, I have
done what was mine to do, may Christ
teach you what is yours.’ n

Revelation: In and through the beauty of nature we see the touch of God.

L

Gladness and Praise!

audato Si, mi’ Signore – ‘Praise
be to you, my Lord.’ In the words
of his beautiful canticle, St Francis
of Assisi reminds us that our common
home is like a sister with whom we share
our life and a beautiful mother who
opens her arms to embrace us. ‘Praise
be to you, my Lord, through our Sister,
Mother Earth, who sustains and governs
us, and who produces various fruit with
coloured flowers and herbs.’
This sister now cries out to us
because of the harm we have inflicted on
her by our irresponsible use and abuse of
the goods with which God has endowed

Pope Francis, in his great
encyclical on the care of
creation, Laudato Si,
writes of St Francis’
faith-filled vision
of all creatures.
her. We have come to see ourselves as
her lords and masters, entitled to plunder
her at will. We have forgotten that we
ourselves are dust of the earth; our very
bodies are made up of her elements, we
breathe her air and we receive life and
refreshment from her waters.

St Francis, faithful to Scripture,
invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to us
and grants us a glimpse of his infinite
beauty and goodness. For this reason,
Francis asked that part of the friary
garden always be left untouched, so
that wild flowers and herbs could grow
there, and those who saw them could
raise their minds to God, the Creator
of such beauty.
Rather than a problem to be
solved, the world is a joyful mystery to
be contemplated with gladness and
praise. n
St Anthony Brief
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National Franciscan Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land
5th-13th October, 2018
Led by Fr Bernard Jones OFM
Commissary of the Holy Land

For details contact:
Premier Travel, 2 Grand Parade, Daunt’s Square, Cork
Tel.: 021-4277700 Email: norardy@premiertravel.ie
TA 0367
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IN THE LANd OF JESuS
Jerusalem:
friars prepare
for a ceremony.

this year marks the 800th anniversary since the Franciscan friars arrived
in the Holy land. Pat Conlan OFM looks at their role as custodians of
the Holy Places.

A

visitor to the Holy Land will see the
brown habit of the Franciscans at
all the important sites. This is
because the Order is the official protector,
in the name of the Holy See, of all the
places linked with the life of Jesus.
This connection goes back 800 years.
Francis was still alive and Br Elias of
Cortona was one of the major figures in
the Order. He and some other friars
landed at the port of Acre on 14 May
1217. The port was the capital of the
Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem, that part of
the Holy Land that was controlled by
Christians from Europe. Jacques de Vitri,
the Bishop of Acre, was afraid of travelling on to Jerusalem for fear of the
Saracens. They had captured the Holy
City in 1187 following the defeat of the
Christian armies at the Battle of the Horns
of Hattin. Richard I of England signed the
Treaty of Jaffa with Saladin, leader of the
Saracens, by which Christians got access
to a coastal strip of land.

First Mission
Then in 1204 a truce was agreed which

enabled pilgrims to visit the Holy City
again. The situation in the Holy Land was
discussed at the Fourth Lateran Council,
which assembled in Rome in November
1215. About 1,200 prelates attended as
well as representatives of Christian
princes. We Franciscans just escaped the
ban the Council imposed on the foundation of new religious orders. It also
decreed that Catholics must go to confession at least once a year and receive
Communion at least once a year. Both
decrees are still in force. Also at the
Council plans were drawn up for a new
Crusade. The Lateran Council set the
departure date of 1 June 1217 for this
Crusade that would seek to regain the
holy places from the Saracens.
Br Elias and his companions planned
to get to the Holy Land before the military
arrived. The armies landed at Damietta in
Egypt, which they captured in November
1219. The Crusaders fell out among themselves as to whether they should take
what they had just captured or press on.
This was when St Francis himself
came on the scene and had his meeting

with Sultan Malik al-Kamil. Damietta may
have fallen but the Saracens opened the
dams on the Nile and flooded the land so
the Christian army could make no further
progress. The Crusaders had to return to
Europe in August 1221 without having
attained their main target of re-taking
Jerusalem. The friars remained and set up
a friary in Jerusalem between 1222 and
1230.
Custodians
The Franciscan presence in the Holy Land
almost ceased when the Muslims captured Acre in 1291. Forty years later King
Robert of Naples and his wife, Queen
Sanchia, were able to purchase several
sites in the Holy Land and put them under
the care of the friars.
This grant was approved by Pope
Clement VI in 1343 and may be taken as
the official foundation date of the Custody
of the Holy Land. Pope Martin V confirmed the role of the Franciscans as official, permanent custodians in 1421. The
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem lived in the
city until 1187 when he moved to Cyprus.
St Anthony Brief
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The title fell into disuse and was
left unfilled from 1369 until Pius
IX restored it in 1847. In the interval the Franciscan Custos of the
Custody of the Holy Land represented Catholic interests in the
Holy City.
Irish Friars
Two Irish friars, Simon Fitzsimmons
and Hugh the Illuminator, left
Ireland for the Holy Land after the
Provincial Chapter in 1322. As far
as we know they were the first Irish
friars to make that pilgrimage.
They went by boat from Dublin to
Caernarvon in Wales, then overland
through Chester to London. They
prayed at the tomb of St Thomas à
Becket in Canterbury before sailing
from Dover to Wissant. Then they
went through Amiens and Boulogne to
Paris. They travelled up the valley of
the Seine and on the Châlons before
going down the Saône and the Rhône
to Marseilles. Then it was over land
through Nice to Genoa and on to
Venice. En route they visited the tomb of
St Anthony at Padua. From there they
sailed to Sicily and Crete before arriving
at Alexandria. It seems that Hugh died in
Cairo while Simon was able to return to
Ireland. He wrote an account of his travels, which soon became the medieval
equivalent of a best-seller.
Since then individual Irish friars have
ministered in the Holy Land. Three were
ministering in the Basilica of the Holy
Sepulchre late in the seventeenth century.
Fr Bonaventure McLaughlin ministered in
Alexandria around 1840. Fr Aloysius
Stafford served in Jerusalem between
1861-68.
Numbers
Fr Anthony Slattery ministered as a penitentiary in 1869-70, hearing confessions
in the Basilica of Saint Saviour. He wrote
Palestine: The Mission and the
Missionaries in 1903. He pointed out that
there were 181 priests, 176 brothers and
45 tertiary brothers in the Custody ministering to about 63,000 Catholics. They
had nine friaries: St Saviour’s and the
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, St
Catherine’s in Bethlehem, St John the
Baptist at Ain Karen, St John in the
Desert, the Annunciation in Nazareth,
another St Catherine’s in Alexandria
(Egypt), St Mary’s in Larnaca (Cyprus)
Feb/Mar 2018

and the Assumption in Cairo. The novitiate was in Nazareth and there was a
college in Nazareth. There were 41
Franciscan students in seven houses of
study.
At the time of his writing there were
28 parish churches as well as 19 smaller

one. There were 52 parish schools
for boys and girls, together with a
college for boys at Aleppo in Syria.
Finally there were two orphanages
in Jerusalem, one each for boys
and girls. There were nine hospices for looking after the needs
of pilgrims.
Moving forward to more
recent times, in 2016 there
were 116 friars in about 50
houses in the Custody of the
Holy Land: a bishop, 112
priests, 3 permanent deacons,
29 brothers, 21 clerics. There
are also houses of the
Custody in Rome and in
Washington, USA.
Fr Leo Sheehan was a
chaplain with the British
Army in the Middle East during World War I. He entered
Jerusalem with Allenby’s
Camel Corps when the
British captured the Holy
City from the Turks in
December 1917. I always
imagined him riding in on a
camel but he was actually
driven in a military car.
More recently, Fr Eugene Hoade ministered mainly in the Garden of
Gethsemane from 1929 to 1956. His
excellent guide to the Holy Land is still in
print. Br Conrad McEvoy was in the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre between
1983 and 1989. n

Encounter: Custos Francesco Patton OFM meets with the
President of Israel, Reuven Rivlin.
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News from
around the . . .

Franciscan

World

ECOLOGICAL AwArENESS
IN KOrEA
In South Korea the Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Commission
of the Franciscan Family in the country
organised an ecology camp. It was held
at the Franciscan Retreat Centre in
Seoul, the capital city. 120 friars, sisters
and lay Franciscans took part.
The theme was Ecology and Global
Climate Change. It provided the participants with a good opportunity to reflect
and share together on how to implement
St Francis’ vision of universal fraternity.
Public interest in Catholic Social
Teaching on justice and ecological
issues is growing significantly in South
Korea in recent times. The Franciscan
Family has organised various lectures
and events on different topics. However,
because of the reality of the division on
the Korea peninsula between North and
South, any concrete action is often difficult – political control and public fear
often hinders the move to action. n

ANNIVErSAry: The friars who attended the celebration of the 150th Anniversary of
the Franciscan church in Killarney are pictured with Bishop Ray Browne of Kerry.

JOy: Archbishop William Slattery OFM celebrates with Fr Fannie Raymond
Msiza who he ordained on 20 January. The new priest will minister in the
Archdiocese of Pretoria, South Africa.

MONASTEry VISIT: After his appointment, the
new Bishop of Galway, Brendan Kelly (centre),
visited the Poor Clare monastery close by his
new cathedral church. He is pictured with
Abbess Sr Colette and Canon Michael
McLoughlin who was administrator of the
diocese before the new bishop was chosen.
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Pope Francis recently
visited a branch of the
Vatican’s Children’s Hospital
(bambino gesù) in Palidoro,
about 30 miles north of
rome. the Holy Father
visited various departments,
greeted recovering children
and babies, and offered
words of comfort for the
parents whose children are
facing challenging and
painful trials.

T

he Bambino Gesù is the largest
paediatric hospital in Europe, a center of excellence recognised worldwide for the treatment of many diseases.
Thirteen percent of patients usually come
from outside Italy. With the help of associations and hotels, the hospital offers free
accommodation for families coming from
outside Rome, for 93,000 nights every
year.
In fact, the hospital has just started a
fundraising campaign to cover the costs of
receiving and caring for children who
come from all over the world because they
lack health care in their countries. In the
last two years there have been about 100
children admitted to Bambino Gesù from
countries like Albania, Benin, Belarus,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iraq, Myanmar, Moldova,
Syria and Ukraine, at a cost of about two
million euro.
The hospital now has an exhibit, ‘Pope
Francis, I give you a drawing.’ Thousands
of children give the Pope their drawings,
handing them directly to him at an audience or, more often, sending them by post
to the Vatican.
‘But what can we do with all these
drawings? I don’t want them locked in a
drawer,’ the Pope asked recently. His wish
was that this gift from children to the Pope
would become, if possible, a gift for other
children.
So now 100 of them are exhibited on
the corridors of the famous Bambino Gesù
paediatric hospital. Cardinal Pietro Parolin
said, on viewing the drawings, ‘I was able
to see that these drawings express a great
affection, a great love for Pope Francis. It
is a precious treasure that communicates
Feb/Mar 2018

‘dear Pope, I give
you a drawing’

the world seen by children: it makes us
feel and see the world from the point of
view of children.’
The subjects of the 100 drawings are
very different from each other. There is
one, done by a German child, where
Francis holds the world on his shoulders
like the Greek mythological figure, Atlas.
Casey, an American, drew a child swimming in the sea, with a question
addressed to the Pope at the top, ‘Do you
like swimming? If not, what do you do in
the summer?’
Many other children have instead
depicted war scenes, migrants fleeing on
the sea in boats, suffering often endured
by the small, innocent artists themselves.
Jesuit priest, Antonio Spadaro, observes,
‘There is a certain “rawness”, if you will, in

their way of representing the world; there is
nothing too childish. We basically see how
the Pope is seen as a person capable of
lending a hand to this world. Children try to
project their image of the Pope, but they
also try to convey their view of the world.
And this affects the viewer a lot. These
drawings are an appeal to work to make
this wounded world a place worth living in
for all.’
Mariella Enoc, President of the
Bambino Gesù Hospital, believes that, ‘The
drawings of these children remind us that
everyone is a citizen not only of his own
country, but of the world. It is a particularly
important message for the Pope’s hospital,
which wants to be, with the help of everyone, a place of care open to all children,
especially those who need it most.’ n
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Love and
Protect both!
Fr tom russell oFm

Cherishing Life:
a volunteer on
Dublin’s Grafton Street.

‘I

’d like to say a word for the cowboys.’ The musical Oklahoma
begins with that wonderful song,
‘Oh! what a beautiful morning’. However,
growing pains abound in the mid-west as
settlers and nomads, farmers and cowboys face off. They won’t terminate each
other but will come to some form of
agreement about their future.
I was saddened to hear two Irish government ministers say recently in public
that they had moved from a pro-life to a
more pro-choice position. Mainly, they
said, on the basis of the experts’ evidence, and a sense that we had been too
rigid in Ireland about expectant mothers

Tom Russell OFM is
puzzled by the many
voices urging the irish
people to ditch the
pro-life eight amendment
of the irish Constitution.
We follow his reflections.
and their difficulties. I hope that their new
vision will spur them on to crusade for
much more money to be dedicated to
research, education, and the provision of

first class facilities, etc. Is féidir linn – we
can face down problems.
I was saddened that they both seem
to be drawn into the outmoded ‘either-or’
approach to problems – to help the
mother one must terminate the baby. I do
hope that they will come to join the more
up-to-date ‘both-and’ approach.
No one denies the serious problems
expectant mothers and their doctors may
face – we all agree that the life of the
mother must be safeguarded – but hopefully killing is not the answer.
A contrary, e.g. beauty and ugliness,
is not the same as a contradictory, e.g.
life and death. Great care and respect for
St Anthony Brief
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both mother and her child is a win-win
way forward.
Death Penalties
The film Braveheart shows the simulated
execution of the hero, William Wallace,
being hanged, then drawn and quartered. Suffocation, disembowelling, dismembering – shameful, obscene,
unspeakable but then common. That is
what they did to St Oliver Plunkett on
Tyburn – nor was he guilty. Many liberal
societies have sought to move away
from the death penalty. Pope Francis
referred to it as ‘an inhuman measure
that humiliates personal dignity’ (10
October 2017).
Yet abortion brings back the death
penalty by the front door. You simply
cannot terminate a pregnancy without
killing the infant. We know that for lateterm abortions, clinics cut, suck and tear
apart the bodies of innocent babies.
The statistics are appalling – one
abortion every five minutes in the UK.
Follow the Money Trail
When you fill up your car with petrol
some 60% of the cost goes to the government as tax. Your understanding is
that this and all such taxes will be
divided out in the budget to health, education, defence, and so forth.
Should any government introduce
abortion that would mean your money is
now being used to provide abortions.
This might not be your wish or intent or
desire. It would be flat against your
informed conscience. Some people feel
that in such a world tax evasion would
be illegal, of course, but it could well be
ethical and moral.
And I shudder to think of the crisis
that would engulf Catholic medical personnel in our country. It would be no
beautiful day.

‘hard’ abortion with no restrictions? The
question presupposes abortion as a
given. The ‘soft’ abortion won easily. But
a huge number of people don’t want to
see abortion in Ireland.
It is like asking do you want to die
with a single bullet or undergo death by
a thousand cuts? In some situations one
might go for the quick option. But in the
real world one would rise up and say neither – I want to live.

Ní Thiocfadh Ár Lá Choíche
As you read you will agree with me that
you and I were once two days old, then
two weeks old, then two years old, then
– as in my case – ‘You are looking
great’! We can read this magazine
because our parents, families and communities supported us through long
years of growth and development. We
were given a chance to bite into the
apple of life.
So I am deeply puzzled by a nationalist party, which claims to hold us all,
from Rathlin Island to the Blasket
Islands, in equal esteem, yet can write in
their manifesto that they are pro choice.
Seems we are not all then equal.
Strange, no cubs, no tigers. I am deeply

puzzled by such a callous policy. Ní
thuigim – ar chor ar bith.
The End Game
We experience the power of modern
advertising in this upcoming referendum
campaign. They can just about persuade
the turkeys to vote for Christmas.
Because, should abortion come, older
sick people will be next in line. Of course,
it will be dressed up in doublespeak like
‘assisted dying’ and ‘only in extreme
cases’, etc. But the bottom line is that
some day a doctor, dedicated to the
preservation of human life, may approach
you with a lethal injection to wing you on
your way.
The point being that if you can take
life you can take any life. Of course, it will
be legal, as were the death camps set up
by the democratically-elected Hitler.
Legal? – maybe. Abominable? – surely!
A quick look across to Belgium and
Holland will show that euthanasia follows
abortion as night follows day. It is now
discussed in Westminster and in Dublin.
Too many old people, too big a cost to
the state. Forget the long decades of
work and service these citizens gave to
make the country prosper.

To Brexit or Not
A newspaper did an opinion poll as to
whether readers would prefer a soft
Brexit with little trouble to a hard Brexit
with big problems. The majority of replies
said a soft one, please – who wants trouble?
But the question was flawed in presupposing Brexit. It left out the huge
number who don’t want Brexit in any
shape or form.
To be honest, the survey in question
was about abortion. Do you want a ‘soft’
abortion, for one given reason, or a
Feb/Mar 2018
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We should always remember the fate
of the horse in George Orwell’s Animal
Farm. Nobody believed the socialist
dream more than he; nobody ever slaved
like this heroic comrade to bring it about.
Yet he too grows old and the chiefs
decide to send him off to the abattoir – to
make a few miserable shillings. Could
this green and pleasant land ever
become such a grey, grim, inhuman
place run by computers? It is worth a
thought. But thankfully you have the freedom to exercise your vote.
Our Polling Stations
Some eighty years ago, Franz
Jägerstätter, a young Austrian farmer,
watched as the Nazis absorbed Austria
into greater Germany in 1938. But he

I

n Britain, 90% of babies with Down
Syndrome are aborted before birth.
In Iceland, every single baby, 100%
of all those diagnosed with Down
Syndrome, are aborted. Denmark is following suit, and is expected to be
‘Down Syndrome-free’ by 2030. These
cold and chilling statistics show us
exactly where legal abortion is leading
the rest of Europe. In Britain, Lord
Shinkwin – a member of the House of
Lords who has a congenital disability –
recently gave a powerful speech pointing out, ‘The writing is on the wall for
people like me. People with congenital
disabilities are facing extinction.’
Irish woman, Anne Trainer, whose
son Kevin, aged 9, was born with Down
Syndrome, wrote in TheJournal.ie, ‘I
believe the debate on the Eighth
Amendment needs to hear from families like mine. People like Kevin are not
here just to give us warm and cosy
feelings during the Special Olympics.
Their lives matter. Their human right to
life matters. Children like Kevin are facing extinction in other countries. The
Eighth Amendment protected my son,
and he was deserving of that protection. The question is – will Ireland
choose a better path, a path of compassion and love and understanding? A
path where we help families to love and
raise their children, rather than eliminating people with Down’s Syndrome
before they are born.’

would not join the army except for a brief
spell in the medical corps. He had a
dream in 1938 in which he saw crowds of
people trying to board this lovely, shiny
new train. Then a voice said to him, ‘Its
destination is hell.’ And he did not get on
the train. In 1943 he refused to be conscripted into the army and fight for Hitler.
He was arrested and executed at the age
of 36 years.
When it seemed that England was
going to be invaded by Germany early on
in the Second World War, Churchill rallied
his people with the slogan, ‘We will fight
them on the beaches.’ Not in Hull or
Wigan but the beaches; that is, we won’t
give them a foothold, not one inch. Bitter
experiences show us that inches creep
into miles.

The beaches are our polling stations
this 2018. Creep there, crawl there, limp
there, but go there and cast your democratic vote. Offer lifts, bring your friends,
but step personally into the breach, to the
polling stations. I regret that people who
think they are helping others are presenting the Irish people with a poisoned chalice. It is deadly. Spew it out!
No ‘either-or’ solution will bring
peace, only ‘both-and’, supporting mothers and their babies. In this way we may
hope to live together in a just, humane,
civilised and ethical society. And I personally would love to be still able to sing,
‘What a wonderful world!’
Check out:
www.loveboth.ie
www.prolifecampaign.ie n

Their Lives Matter!
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Mission: Building Up
and Moving On
Faith in action

Fr gearóid ó conaire, oFM

Gearóid Ó Conaire OFM
continues to reflect on his
ministry in San Bartolo,
El Salvador (1988-98),
and tells us of his new
beginnings in Cuba.

San Salvador:
Gearóid with
Poor Clare
Sr Luisa
who was a
catechist in
San Bartolo.

T

he work of missionaries is to do
themselves out of a job! It is so
easy to create dependency rather
than empower others to assume their particular responsibilities for a more just and
peaceful world. True evangelisation
focuses on the integral liberation of every
person in every aspect of their lives. Jesus
tells us that, ‘I have come that they may
have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly’ (John 10:10).
As Matt Moran wrote in his book, A
Legacy of Irish Missionaries, ‘Work for
human rights and social justice needs to
ensure healthy and sustainable ecosystems for all life forms, which in turn ensures
a better quality of life for people and, in
particular, the poor who are more vulnerable to the negative impact of climate
change. St Francis of Assisi understood
Feb/Mar 2018

through prayer and contemplation what scientists are discovering today, that all life
forms are interconnected and interdependent on one another as part of the family of
creation. Improvement in human rights cannot be achieved purely by legal mechanisms, but needs to include growth in spiritual consciousness.
‘Mistakes have been made in the past
by some missionaries who tended to focus
almost exclusively on the material and
social dimensions of human development
and very often neglected to help develop a
liberating spirituality to energise people in
their struggle for a better world. Action
without contemplation tends to be ego driven, whereas true contemplation grounds
the person in life-giving relationships,
including with oneself, with others, with creation and ultimately with God.’

The Diocese of San Salvador
As friars we can put our hand to a variety
of pastoral activities, including parish ministry. Generally, when there are sufficient
diocesan clergy, religious tend not to
assume parishes. Most dioceses around
the world were initiated by religious missionaries. Religious in the developing world
tend to assume responsibility for parishes
due to shortages of local clergy.
The friars in Central America have
been and continue to be heavily involved in
parish ministry, which can present particular challenges for our fraternal and prayer
life together. The sense of satisfaction and
fulfilment accompanying people in their
growth as a community of faith is powerful.
The demands are great and can stretch us
to the limits. In my experience, when a fraternity continues to pray and continuously
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1990s: Gearóid with friars Manuel Pineda (left),
a Guatemalan who is also going to Cuba,
and Javier Reyes, a Mexican friar of the
St Barbara Province, USA.

reflects and discerns together on the challenges faced, it is very possible to live
within a parish structure and respond to the
needs of the people in a Franciscan way.
However, the ideal for religious is to
search for alternative ways to evangelise
and to reach out to people who, for whatever reason, are not being attended to by
the regular Church structures. As religious,
both at home and abroad, we have privileged opportunities to be flexible if we take
care not to cling on to particular ministries,
presences and ways of doing things.
As well as building up very close relationships with the people in San Bartolo,
the friars also developed close personal
and professional relationships with the
diocesan clergy. As members of the deanery of Bishop Romero, we met the clergy
and representatives of the parish pastoral
councils on a monthly basis. During these
meetings we shared and looked for ways to
respond collectively to the needs of the
local Church. Some of our closest friends
were diocesan priests. We had so much in
common, despite many of us being religious and foreigners. We struggled
together in difficult times and this tends to
forge very close relationships with all
involved. As friars we regularly participated
in the meetings of clergy. We participated
in the development, implementation and
regular evaluations of the diocesan pastoral plan.

religious women and Lay Volunteers
Over the decade two religious women’s
congregations came to live and minister in
San Bartolo. In 1993 the Sisters of the
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary arrived
from Chigwell, England. Two of them were
Irish, since deceased: Sr Imelda Manning
(Kilkenny) and Sr Colette Cleary (Mayo).
They were accompanied by a lay volunteer
Jackie Dunkan (UK). Sr Mary Dunne (Co.
Down) joined the community in 1995. They
participated in a variety of ministries and
lived in a house adjoining the parish daycare centre. Sr Colette worked with children. Sr Imelda accompanied the Ministers
of the Eucharist and formed a group for
senior citizens. The Sisters eventually
acquired a house where older people could
regularly meet and mutually support one
another.
In 1995 three Sisters of the Holy Family
from Spoleto, including an Italian and two
Guatemalans, came to work in the parish.
They also were very involved in all aspects
of the pastoral work, including catechesis,
family pastoral ministry, mission and evangelisation. As religious we worked very
close together. Pastoral decisions were
always made with the people and their representatives.
Over the years several lay volunteers
came to live and work in the parish, including Gabe Hurish from Wisconsin, USA. He
worked for a lay missionary group from the

USA and co-ordinated their work in Central
America. He resided in San Bartolo and
participated in many activities of the parish,
including missions and Basic Christian
Communities. Diane Laroche from Montreal,
Canada, lived in the parish for six months in
1994. She came to do research for her thesis by examining the link between poverty
and mental health.
Irish Friars in Central America
There are still five Irish friars in various
countries of Central America, belonging to
the Franciscan Province of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. The Province was formed in
1986 by uniting national missions from Italy,
Spain, USA and Ireland. Three Irish continue in El Salvador: Ciarán Ó Nuanáin,
Alfred Loughran and Brendan Forde. Gerald
Evans is in Costa Rica and Gerry Moore is
in Guatemala. Billy Hoyne, who lived in
Guatemala for the last decade, returned to
Ireland in January of this year.
Each of these frtiars is involved in different aspects of ministry, including compiling
information about the ordinary people martyred for their faith in El Salvador during the
civil war, parish ministry in cities and the
countryside, outreach to the homeless, spiritual support to the Poor Clares, formation in
the Franciscan charism for friars and the
people, and periodically supporting initiatives by the worldwide Order in other countries, just to mention but a few ministries.
St Anthony Brief
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The Irish have contributed qualitatively
to the building up of the Franciscan presence in Central America since they first
arrived there in 1967. Some have returned
to Ireland, including John Dalton and
Fintan O’Shea. Several are now
deceased, including Pat Hudson, Peter
O’Neill and Rónán Ó Huallacháin.
The good news is that there are 186
solemnly-professed friars now in the
Province, the vast majority of them from
Central America, with close to 42 friars at

different stages of formation. Interestingly,
of late the Province is noticing a drop in
numbers applying to become Franciscans,
which is in line with challenges faced in
many other countries in Latin America.
Moving On
In July 2016 the Franciscan Province of
Our Lady of Guadalupe made the decision
to withdraw from several locations in
Central America, including San Bartolo.
Just as no friar is permanent in any spe-

My New
MissioN iN
Cuba

I

returned to Ireland at the end of 2014
after six years in Rome and close to one
year doing some ministry for the Order in
the USA. My mother was elderly and
required more support. My sisters and I
decided to continue to try to help her stay in
her own home for a long as possible. She
died in January 2017. I am very grateful to
the Franciscan Province here in Ireland for
making it possible for me to attend to my
mother, as well as support the pastoral
work of the Province and the Order. After
the Irish Provincial Chapter in June, I was
given some time to discern whether to stay
in Ireland or return on mission.
I have always tried to follow where
God’s Spirit is leading me. A few months
ago, with the help of my spiritual director
and the support of the leadership of the
Order, I felt called to respond to an appeal
by our Minister General to go to Cuba. The
friars returned to Cuba in 1887. By the time
Fidel Castro came to power in 1959 there
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were about 100 friars there, most of them
from the Basque country in the northern
part of the Iberian Peninsula. Since then the
presence of friars has dwindled and the
Franciscan presence is under threat. There
are two elderly Basque friars and two middle-aged Cubans. The population of Cuba
is about 11.5 million. The Minister General,
in light of these challenges and recognising
the importance of keeping a viable presence of the Order there, launched an
appeal.
To date there are three other friars who
are committed to go, from Poland, Brazil
and Guatemala. We will travel to Havana by
mid-February to participate in a two-month
programme of formation and orientation.
This will include reflections on the history,
culture and present-day reality of the
Church and state. As you are probably
aware, Cuba is a communist state. We will
live in the friary house entrusted to the
Order in the parish of the Holy Cross, at

cific place; neither can a province ensure a
service into the future, painful as withdrawal is for all concerned. We can expect
sufficient time and notice to be given to
both friars and the people to ensure a satisfactory transition and continuity. As missionaries, Franciscans are called to support and help build up the local Church.
When the time comes and our mission is
fulfilled, we are called by the Spirit to
move on.
gfoconaire@yahoo.co.uk n

Cuba: San Francisco Plaza,
Havana.

least for the immediate future until we find
our feet. We have to get to know one
another, as well as a very new reality for all
of us.
The stated objective of the mission is to
strengthen the Franciscan presence in
Cuba by giving it a new impulse, while at
the same time collaborating with the
Custody of the Caribbean. The Custody has
a small number of friars also in the
Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. There
are some friars from the Province of John
the Baptist, Cincinnati, USA, in Jamaica.
Additionally, there are about ten friars in
Haiti with a considerable number of young
Haitians in formation for the Franciscan life.
I hope to continue, if possible, to write
for St Anthony Brief from Cuba and keep
you informed about developments. Please
pray for us and I will continue to pray for all
of you who support our missions with your
prayers and financial contributions.
gfoconaire@yahoo.co.uk n
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mission digest
THE REPubLIC
OF CONGO
in the Custody of Our lady of africa, republic
of Congo, the friars recently came together for
Chapter. e gathering was made up of 14
solemnly-professed friars, three friars in simple
profession, and one novice. it took place in St
Claire Friary, the ﬁrst Franciscan house in the
country, in djiri. e Minister general, Michael
Perry, was also present, as a new leadership
was elected and the friars discussed their
Franciscan life and mission.
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Reconciliation,
in bringing Peace, Joy and Hope through
Your donation funds the work of our friars
ons.
missi
the
and on
and it supports our friars in training at home
and click the donate button or fill in the
ns.ie
cisca
to www.fran
To make your donation securely online, go
following and post to us here at:

s Quay, Dublin 8
Franciscan Development Office, 4 Merchant
Please accept my donation of: €20

€50

€30

€100

I prefer €

e make payable to “Franciscan Friars”
Payment Method: Cheque/Postal Order, Pleas
Master Card
my Credit/Debit Card: Visa
Please deduct the amount I have ticked from
Expiry Date:

Card No:
Signature:
Email address:

Date:

(Please Specify)

Security/ CVV Code:

Phone No:

ss above.
Please Post, with your donation to the addre

CHY 5388

Living the
Joy of the Gospel
as a Franciscan Friar!

Join us in a life of…
Prayer, Brotherhood, and Loving Service
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