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TRANSFORMING FAMILIES
Each day of our lives we make deposits
In the memory banks of our children.
Nothing can bring a real sense of security
Into the home
Except true love.
It often happens that when couples
Get their relationship to God straightened out,
Their relationships with one another
Begin to straighten out as well.
The same Jesus who turned water into wine
Can transform your home, your life, your family.
He is still in the miracle-working business,
And his business is the business of transformation.
– BILLY GRAHAM
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From the Editor
Working at
Being Family
Families are funny! And one very different from the other, that’s
for sure.
When my parents died a few weeks apart in the summer of
2009, when they were still in their mid-seventies, we were heartbroken. As well as the understandable sadness of losing them,
Br Stephen O’Kane OFM
and so close in time, my fear was that as a family the nine of us
would go our separate ways and the togetherness we had known up until then would fizzle out.
My mother had been the glue that held the whole clan together and my father was never happier
than when the house was full!
Thankfully, that disintegration and distancing did not happen. We continue to meet regularly, including spouses and the next generation, in smaller or larger groups and still enjoy each other’s company.
For instance, we always get together on New Year’s Day, a tradition that started many years earlier to
celebrate my father’s birthday. We take these celebrations as normal, but sadly some families hardly
see one another from one year to the next.
In the busy, pressurised world we live in, family has to be worked at. It just doesn’t happen without
an effort and some deliberate steps being taken to encourage it. There have to be structures to protect
and support that sense of attachment that most of us want.
Maybe, the most basic thing is
that at least once a day everyone
in the house sits down together
to eat at the same time at the
same table: no phones, no earphones, no iPads, no distractions!
(And it should be said that these
gadgets can be equally a distraction in a religious community
too.) If you haven’t seen some
members of the family in a
while, invite them to come and
visit. Even better if you can prepare a bit of food or have someone prepare it for them. Take that
step. Reach out and invite them.

Holy Family: Icon for World Meeting of Families

We are honoured that Ireland was chosen to host this year the World Meeting of Families. We are
delighted that Pope Francis is coming to Ireland for the closing of that event at the end of August. We
pray that his presence among us will strengthen our faith, increase our willingness to serve, as well as
our commitment to family in all its complexity in modern Ireland.
Nothing remains the same, and certainly family life has changed much in my lifetime. But the basics
remain the same: family is the place where I am loved, the place where I am accepted and can be
myself, the place where I belong and love to be.
Let us pray for all families in their variety, with their struggles and joys, their ups and downs. And be
thankful for the family we have known and are still part of.
– Stephen O’Kane OFM
(director.fmu@franciscans.ie)
St Anthony Brief
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Heart
and
Haven
in the
World

I

wonder if St Francis of Assisi, from his
place in heaven, was surprised and
delighted to see a revolution taking
place in France at the end of the 18th
century – one based on his own vision of
life! For the slogan which was meant to
capture the ideals of those intrepid men
and women who overturned a tyrannical
monarchy – liberty, equality and fraternity
– encapsulates the values of the
Franciscan Movement. Of course, for
Francis of Assisi the order of these values
is inverted with fraternity coming first,
equality second, and then finally, liberty.
Francis saw his companions in living
and preaching the Gospel as members of
a religious family. He was surrounded by
brothers, but also by sisters in the Poor
Clare family, and sisters and brothers in
the Third Order, the lay people who identified with his project. But this family of
brothers and sisters was not his ultimate
family, since his primary relationship was
with his ‘brother’ Jesus and, through him
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In light of the World Meeting of Families,
Kieran Cronin OFM ponders the role of the
Christian Family in our society.
and the Holy Spirit, experiencing the perfect joy of being a child of God.
When it came to discerning the meaning of fraternity for his motley gathering of
men and women, it was clear that Francis
stressed equality. This was in line with
Gospel teaching that Christians are called
to serve others in humility, and that those
called to leadership are not to lord it over
others. In a culture where the father was
the undoubted head of the family and
exercised near total control over family
affairs, Francis was keen to avoid that title
for himself, preferring the role of brother.
Freedom?
It is surely in the light of such fraternal
equality that liberty or freedom comes into

its own. The Christian ideal of freedom is
the ‘liberty of the children of God’
(Romans 8:21). Such liberty does not
focus on the individual getting as much
for himself or herself at the expense of
others, as seems to be the norm in much
of our competitive society today; but,
instead, focuses on the good of the various families God has called us to participate in – our natural family, religious
groups, the family of the Church (local
and universal), the family of humanity and
the family of creation.
Some of the greatest tensions in society stem from the complex relationship
between the values of freedom and
equality, which do not always work in harmony. Take some examples: in every
5

country under the sun there is still a dramatic gap between rich and poor. Those
who are rich have more choices and
therefore freedom (in the ordinary sense
of the word) than the poor. The rich, for
instance, are free to go to private hospitals and avoid the waiting lists poor people must endure. They can send their children to the best schools and universities.
Economic inequality is one of the great
enemies of freedom, especially freedom
of opportunity, but to accomplish equality
it is necessary to tax the more well-off
people and thus reduce their freedom to
some extent.
The question for more comfortable
Christians is how much are we willing to
sacrifice of our freedom to enjoy the good
things of life for the sake of achieving
greater freedom for our poorer brothers and sisters?
Related to this is the growing
attitude of hostility and inhospitality towards migrants
around Europe and further
afield. The freedom of foreigners to come to our
homeland is questioned
because their presence
may make us poorer and
thus less free. But if we
have equal value in the
eyes of God how can we
deny them the freedom to
share in our comparative
wealth?
What about the Pro-Choice
movement which recently gained a
‘victory’ in the Repeal of the Eight
Amendment campaign in Ireland? The
introduction of what appears will be a liberal abortion regime in this country is heralded as a great sign of freedom, especially for women. However, for those of
us who are Pro-Life, this is a false
freedom because it offends against the
related value of equality. Where mother
and child had equal value in our
Constitution, now there is inequality for
the sake of so-called ‘freedom’.
How far should we extend the notion
of equality and freedom? If we have problems recognising other human beings as
family members, deserving of equal freedom, how much more difficult it is to see
ourselves as sharing in the family of creation, with animals and the environment?
Yet, in his encyclical, Laudato Si, Pope
Francis speaks of this earth as a common

home for the family of creation. He cites
the insight of St Francis, that we are
brothers and sisters of all that God has
created, even ‘Brother Sun and Sister
Moon’. What may seem to be a sentimental set of images has serious ethical implications for us in terms of the balance
between freedom and equality.
Family First
Anyone who knows the history of the
French Revolution will recall that its inspiring values of liberty, equality and fraternity
did not lead to the establishment of an
ideal society. Instead, we are shocked to
hear of a Reign of Terror where ‘Madame

Family tree:
part of the family of society
Guillotine’ claimed thousands of victims.
There was substantially more brotherly
hate than brotherly love in practice,
undermining any real sense of a society
seeking equal freedom for all.
So, although the reasons for the failure of the French Revolution are varied
and complex, one stands out above all for
those of us who are seeking to promote
the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in
heaven. The absence of a spirit of true
fraternity, of a sense of the nation as a

union of families sharing key moral values, led to a philosophy antagonistic to a
loving respect for every man, woman and
child, independent of their class, creed,
gender and other distinguishing qualities
which so often lead to discrimination in
society.
In the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, in its treatment of the nature of
the family, we read the following stirring
words: ‘The fourth commandment illuminates other relationships in society. In
our brothers and sisters, we see the children of our parents; in our cousins, the
descendants of our ancestors; in our fellow citizens, the children of our country; in
the baptised, the children of our mother
the Church; in every human person, a son
or daughter of the One who wants to
be called “our Father”. In this way
our relationships with our
neighbours are recognised
as personal in character.
The neighbour is not a
“unit” in the human collective; he is “someone” who by his
known origins
deserves particular
attention and respect.’
Balance
This profound vision of
family challenges various
tendencies in our modern
Western world where the
family is so often taken as an
institution in the service of individual members. Arguably, the pendulum has swung from the individual being
subordinate to parental and fraternal control to the family as a place
where children are raised
to be independent and
autonomous.
No wonder, elderly parents and relations are now seen more and more as a
‘problem’, since younger folk brought up
on a diet of desire for ‘freedom’ find it
hard to take on the ‘burden’ of care for
those who sacrificed their own freedom
for them. The feelings of guilt felt by many
sons and daughters today as they consign their parents to nursing homes may
reveal this tension between the instinct to
care for their elders and the message of
society to embrace their own freedom.
But a true understanding of family
bonds must colour our view of freedom
St Anthony Brief
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and equality, leading to a balancing of
freedom between young and old. If equal
freedom is our aim in bringing about a
decent society, then family relationships
must be factored into the way the members live ethically and religiously.
Original Cell
In the last century, the dominant ideologies
of Fascism and Communism wanted to
control the family in the interests of the
State. In the words of the English author,
Ferdinand Mount, the family was regarded
as ‘subversive’ because it placed its own
members first and loyalty to the State in
second place, a position which was intolerable to the ‘Party’.
In reaction to this challenge, the modern family has become for many a
‘Haven in a Heartless World’. It has
become for such people a place to
escape to when finished work. The family
is a private space where people can be
their true selves and where their emotional life can be fostered.
Sadly, this view of family life tends to
bolster the individualistic view of freedom

and equality which dominates the contemporary liberal society. The family
becomes a small group of self-interested
individuals supporting each other’s projects in competition with others. The
nation can easily become a collection of
such selfish units which have lost the
notion of neighbourliness – people who
hardly know their neighbours, people who
proclaim their sense of shocked surprise
when vulnerable neighbours lie dead in
their homes for weeks before anyone
notices.
Things are not much better when
groups of families sharing the same prejudices against ‘outsiders’ band together
in ghettoes and define themselves in
opposition to others rather than opening
their hearts to them.
The Christian family instead brings
new heart into a heartless world and provides a haven for those who are seeking
sanctuary and rest.
Again, to quote the Catechism: ‘The
Christian family is a communion of persons, a sign and image of the communion of the Father and the Son in the

Holy Spirit…The family is the original
cell of social life. It is the natural society
in which husband and wife are called to
give themselves in love and in the gift of
life. Authority, stability and a life of
relationships within the family constitute the foundations for freedom,
security and fraternity within society.
Family life is an initiation into life in society.’
No political or social revolution can
succeed then if it ignores the key role of
the family in society. Freedom and equality will be impossible to achieve if left to
people who see themselves firstly as individuals with an inalienable right to personal freedom in competition with millions
of like-minded individuals.
Just as the French Revolution failed
because of its neglect of fraternity and
family, contemporary society is in peril of
failing in its quest for a decent quality of
life by cutting the links between family,
liberty and equality. For believers in God,
our rallying cry for the Christian Revolution,
must be the Franciscan inspired one:
Fraternity, Equality and Liberty. n

Life balance: clear about core values

Aug/Sept 2018

7

Was it
Worth It?
From Zimbabwe,
Walter Gallahue OFM
writes that this year he marks
different milestones in his life;
he writes honestly and
movingly of the journey so far.

T

his year I celebrate three milestones in my life. Sixty years ago I
took my First Vows in Killarney friary after my novitiate year. This year also
marks fifty years since I came as a missionary to Zimbabwe. Perhaps the most
urgent reason to try and answer the question, ‘Was it worth it?’, is that I have now
entered my 80th year on this planet.
The image that seems to help me
most as I look over my long life is that of a
mountain climber. Only when one has
reached the top of the mountain is it possible to view the entire journey in some
kind of perspective and to see individual
moments of that journey in the context of
the whole journey.
I went to Killarney in 1957 because I
had met a Franciscan friar who seemed a
very happy and fulfilled man. There wasn’t
much affirmation for a novice in those
days. The novitiate was more like an
obstacle course. I tried to leave three
times but was encouraged to stay as they
told me they believed I had a vocation.
The third time I wanted to leave was just
before First Profession. The Novice
Master was not to be found so I decided I
would take vows for one year and leave
after that. Before Final Profession I had a
very clear sense that this was to be my life
and that Jesus was inviting me to be his
disciple. I took my Final Vows with great
confidence and joy and never again saw
leaving the Order as a possible answer to
the problems I faced in my journey to the
mountain top.

Harare: Walter (right) with Brother Juniper in 2007.

One thing for which I am truly grateful
is that I was always able to live in the present. Looking forward or backward was
never a great temptation for me. I felt I
was living a meaningful and fulfilled life by
simply being a disciple of Jesus. I have no
doubt that I was called to the priesthood
but saw this as my way of living my more
important call to be a disciple of Jesus in
the way of Francis of Assisi. In 1967 I was
ordained a priest in the Basilica of St John
Lateran in Rome.
Two things remain with me from those
years. One was the powerful example of
some friars who showed me that prayer
was the well-spring of their lives. I came to
see that the words of Jesus, ‘Without me
you can do nothing’, were really true. The
other great source of life was the family
spirit which united us as student friars.
After Vatican II this family spirit came to be
emphasised much more as one of the
essential planks of the Franciscan life.
Looking down now from the top of the
mountain – I believe that the ‘life with God’
and the experience of being brothers
together were my principal sources of
energy on my long journey.
Life Lessons
Having volunteered to go somewhere as a
missionary, I was assigned to Zimbabwe
(then Rhodesia) and arrived here fifty
years ago. The brothers here gave me a
great welcome and I felt at home from the
beginning. The African people, with their
gentleness, sense of humour and wonder-

ful humanity made me feel accepted and
encouraged.
People say that when you come into
another people’s culture you should take
off your shoes. It is a great idea but unfortunately, coming from a more materially
developed country, after long years of
study and having access to things not
available to a much poorer people, taking
off my shoes was not my first response.
My greatest drawback was that I had very
little self-knowledge. If it was to-day I
would probably be ruled out as not suitable for missionary work.
In spite of my ignorance I did have
goodwill and a desire to learn. In all the
years I have only experienced acceptance, love and understanding from the
people of Zimbabwe. The Lord used my
failings to teach me a better way. I really
did believe that the Good News of Jesus
is life-giving, that it sets free and gives
hope. My desire to share this was very
real. Still, I now see what a poor ambassador I was to convey such a wonderful
message. But God was working to make
me a little more fit for purpose.
One day, in my first few years, I went
to a Mass-centre somewhere. Mass was
supposed to be at 9.00am. There was
nobody there. By 9.30 still nobody. Close
to 10.00am I was still on my own. By then
I was in a ferocious temper and ready to
let the people know that this was not on.
Suddenly I saw myself as if from the outside, an angry, unloving and judgemental
tyrant. I imagined I heard someone say,
St Anthony Brief
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Jubilee: celebrating Walter’s Golden Jubilee of ordination in 2017.
‘Who do you think you are? You are not
the boss but the servant. If the people are
late, wait for them. Why are you so angry?
If they don’t come at all why should you
be angry? They are not coming for you.’ A
few minutes later three old ladies arrived,
full of life and chat. I got up, welcomed
them warmly and we had a great time
while waiting for the others. I am sure that
this experience had a lot to do with how I
related with the people in the succeeding
years and may have saved my life as the
Liberation War got more intense.
On one occasion a man came into the
sacristy. I hadn’t seen him for a couple of
years. He was quite drunk. He embraced
me with enthusiasm. I said, ‘You are
drunk!’
He looked at me and said, ‘What does
that matter? I came to greet you my old
friend.’ I am still ashamed of how narrowminded I was. The story of the compassion of Jesus for the woman caught in
adultery has always moved me. But I now
recognised that I had learned nothing.
Jesus saw the woman first and the fault
second. I saw the fault first and did not
see my brother.
Liberation War
During the Liberation War I was in a fairly
remote mission, living alone. The tensions
and terror of the war were getting to me
but I told nobody. I was chosen to represent the brothers at a Provincial Chapter
in Ireland in 1978. The Provincial did not
allow me to return immediately to
Aug/Sept 2018

Zimbabwe because he saw I was under
terrible stress. He sent me to the community in Rome at St Isidore’s College. My
heart was acting up in a big way.
Every day in Rome I prayed to return
to Zimbabwe. Then it dawned on me that
God could not answer such a prayer.
Instead, I now prayed saying, ‘Give me
the healing you want and send me anywhere.’ Within a few days I had a letter
from Archbishop Chakaipa asking me to
return, if at all possible. Also Fr Sean
Gildea OFM arrived from Zimbabwe with
the same request. I went for my check-up
with the doctor next day. My heart was
normal! After consulting the powers-thatbe I arrived back in Zimbabwe ten days
later. I was not at all ready to go back but
the healing did take place and forty years
later my health is still quite good.
Looking down now from the mountain I
think I was always happy among the people of Zimbabwe and tried to be a messenger of hope and freedom. Many people
put their lives on the line for me during the
Liberation War and they were not all
Catholics. I never experienced racism.
Being white, in my experience, was not
about skin colour but attitude. Only for the
peoples’ love and acceptance I would
never have survived the war.
Different Gifts
It took me a long time to realise that while
I have some gifts I clearly do not have others. Leadership gifts and administrative
ability were not part of my DNA package.

My efforts in both these fields were not
crowned with much success! Why God
sometimes asks us to do tasks for which
we have little fitness remains one of my
questions for God.
So here I am now resting after the
long journey, happy and at peace. My successes or failures are completely irrelevant. Jesus is the treasure hidden in the
field who loves and accepts me. My CV is
not required. As Ned Prendergast wrote in
an article in the Furrow, ‘Jesus is the
thread you never let go of. He is the rope
tied to the back door in the blizzard.’
Now I see that in my journey up the
mountain there was nothing that happened without purpose or meaning. Now I
see that Jesus walked every step of the
journey with me. ‘Live in my love.’ All has
been to get me to the point where I can
happily believe that, ‘I am loved; loved and
needed and not to be lived without’
(Sebastian Barry). As St Patrick said, ‘I
wait here for the One who never breaks
his word.’
Was it worth it? Absolutely!
‘God is love’ and the whole journey
has been to bring me to the place where
he could tell me once again that I matter
to him more than all the sparrows in the
world and, more importantly, that I can
now begin to believe it!
I like the lines written by Patrick
Kavanagh:
What was, is still
And there is no need for remorse,
There are no recriminations in heaven. n
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Demons Alive!
I

t was 4.00pm and I was rummaging
among the ancient, frayed vestments
in the passageway which acts as the
sacristy when there was a commotion
from the office entrance. I stepped in to
find three visitors: a grandmother, a
mother and her lifeless-looking teenage
daughter.
The older women reported that the girl
abandoned home two years ago, lived
with street friends, and had just come
back, possessed or taken over by something.
It was true, she did look strange. She
had eyes like shale, grey and staring at
the office floor, not knowing why she was
there or what to expect – disconnected
and remote. I didn’t know what to expect
either, if the truth be told.

Holy Water
After a lengthy interrogation about her
family background and state of health and
observing her responses, I switched to
Step Two of this unannounced visit. I
went to my room and brought out the
Lourdes water. Blessed water is not a
sacramental for nothing. There is history
behind it. There is a purpose and meaning in it for the people of God in need.
I wondered would there be a
response, and if so what kind. I knew I
was not on firm ground or in safe territory.

patrick Noonan OFM,
a long-time missionary
in South Africa, writes
of an encounter with
spiritual darkness in
a young girl.
I wasn’t in control – not the control I’m used
to in day-to-day ministry. The seminary in
Europe told me nothing about this type of
pastoral procedure. They told me nothing
about teenagers behaving weirdly – apart
from those in cults or on drugs, of course.
Suddenly the girl victim stirred and I
followed her eyes to the bottle of water in
my hand. This is the first hint that something other-worldly and possibly malevolent was present. Things speeded up as
the girl came to life and showed attitude.
My heart raced a bit. I was in unknown
territory, as I say. The victim now backed
away at the sight of the water in the
cheap Our Lady of Lourdes plastic bottle.
I sensed I was onto something. There
was a bite. The tug on the line was there
for all in the room to see.
An idea came – from God, I am sure.
He is never absent on occasions like this.
He steps in through his instruments, in
this case, the grandmother, the mother

and myself. The women sat across from
me listening and confident of a positive
outcome. My parishioners were used to
inexplicable outcomes. They knew they
were on safe ground, sacred ground. After
all, this was the church, the site of the
Blessed Sacrament, the bastion against all
evil, and the protector of the weak. The
Catholic Church is community that the
other churches look up to when encountering the unknowable. Trust in the Lord at all
times, especially these times when there is
so much talk about ‘Satanism’ in South
African schools. The Provincial Education
Department has even appealed to the
churches for help concerning strange and
sudden eruptions of pupils mouthing all
sorts of strange, dark claims and so-called
satanic behaviour at schools.
Distressed
Inspired by the girl’s growing discomfort in
the presence of the blessed water, a
thought came. Take it step by step. I might
be on the right track. I suggested to the
girl that she make the sign of the cross.
She baulked, visibly distressed at the
thought, and hesitated. She was finding it
difficult to raise her hands to her forehead.
Now I knew I was onto something. ‘Let’s
do it together,’ I said, in order to help her,
to lighten the burden: for it seemed to be a
burden.
St Anthony Brief
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With some trouble, great fear and
hesitation she raised her hands in blessing following my example across from her.
I sort of knew then that there was something present outside our knowledge or
from beyond us. A bundle of latent energy
was sourced in this young girl who was
going through her disturbing teenage
years – as the psychologists might tell us.
Well, I didn’t mind what it was, as long as
she got relief. And so far God was providing that relief.
Then I sprinkled her with the water –
the final test. She jumped and went
berserk, fell to the ground, twisted and
turned like a snake, as if the water was
burning lava. She tried to escape from the
room on all fours, but we blocked her on
every side. The women held her down; it
was like trying to hold an unwilling dog in
a washing basin.
I blocked her again from escaping
from my side through the door. At my invitation all three of us, hands extended over
the victim, begged the Holy Spirit to inter-

vene powerfully, asking Jesus to reassert
control over his child and in his name to
firmly expel the evil influence causing all
the trouble. The screaming and struggling
lasted about five minutes. Then the struggle subsided and we withdrew to our
chairs, leaving her resting on the ground.
I asked her how she felt. She whispered, ‘It’s gone.’ Her eyes began to open
widely in a new way - as if out of a long
slumber. It was as if she had woken up
from a two-year sleep. As if she had come
back to this world – to our world. We catch
our breaths in relieved silence.
Deliverance
I felt the family should go to the church to
thank the Lord for the deliverance. Ushering
them in through the side door I noted that
the young girl automatically reached out to
bless herself from the holy water font at the
entrance, when five minutes earlier she was
at war with the sacramental.
It seems to me that strange, weird,
psychological or sometimes nuanced

demonic manifestations, whatever way
the readers’ culture likes to express it,
tend to have common fundamental patterns and are expressed on the surface
differently according to the pseudo
sophistication of a culture and its capacity for self-deception or self-delusion.
As I was pondering, recovering and
still mystified by this experience, members of the Parish Pastoral Council
began to arrive for their monthly meeting.
I mentioned the strange experience to
them and they nodded politely as if to
say, ‘Deliverance… what’s new?’
During the meeting while they were
discussing funerals they probably noticed
I was a bit distracted.
Recently the South African Bishops
Conference invited two distinguished
American exorcists to give workshops to
the bishops and priests of the country.
This article is an extract from
Patrick Noonan’s book called
Township God (Write-On Publishing) n

Love Grows!
Perfect families do not exist. This must
❝
not discourage us. Quite the opposite. Love
is something we learn; love is something we
live; love grows as it is 'forged' by the concrete situations which each particular family
experiences.
Love is born and constantly develops amid
lights and shadows. Love can flourish in
men and women who try not to make conflict the last word, but rather a new opportunity.
An opportunity to seek help, an opportunity to question how we need to improve,
an opportunity to discover the God who is
with us and never abandons us.
This is a great legacy that we can give to
our children, a very good lesson!
We make mistakes, yes; we have problems,
yes. But we know that that is not really
what counts. We know that mistakes, problems and conflicts are an opportunity, a
chance to draw closer to others, to draw
closer to God.

❞

– Pope Francis
Aug/Sept 2018

Joyful meeting: Pope Francis with the Zemborain family
who drove all the way from Argentina to see him at the
last World Meeting of Families, in Philadelphia in 2015.
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Church Brief
Bethlehem:
the Church of
St Catherine

Kabul: life among
the people
Holy Land: Christians Disappearing
The Christian population is dramatically
disappearing in the city where Jesus was
born. The warning was made by
Franciscan Rami Asakrieh OFM of the
Custody of the Holy Land, parish priest of
the Church of St Catherine, near the
Basilica of the Nativity. He reports, ‘My
parish is facing serious problems. The
number of Catholic families in Bethlehem is
shrinking. Now our parish has only 1,479
Palestinian families. Christians make up
17% of the city's population, while in the
past they were 90%.’
The steep decline of the Christian presence in Bethlehem is linked above all to
the exodus of young Christians who emigrate to other countries. He says, ‘We try to
stop emigration, trying to provide help in
many situations of need.’ Indeed, the friars
of the Custody, aided by support from the
Church worldwide, seek to provide employment and housing for the Christian communities throughout Israel and Palestine. But
the current political and economic situation
of the town, surrounded by large settlements of Israeli settlers, sees the number
of cases of ‘unemployed faithful, who are
depressed and drowned in debts multiplying’. The only option they feel that they
have is to leave their homeland.
Senegal: Microcredit for Women
In Senegal a microcredit initiative for
women is transforming a community.
Thanks to small loans, the parish of
Palmarin, composed of five villages, is
becoming a model of co-operation for

Senegal. It all started 15 years ago with a
project launched by the Italian NGO Iscos.
The parish of Palmarin and Iscos created female co-operatives and loaned them
€3,000. These co-operatives in turn provide
credit to women. They are loans of a few
tens of euros, but this allows women to
start small businesses. 99% of these loans
are given back and part of what is returned
is set aside for further projects.
Over time the women have created a
place to store and sell fish and agricultural
products. They have also built two mills to
grind corn and mill the millet. In addition
they have built a kindergarten which is currently attended by 150 Catholic and Muslim

Senegal:
funding
women

children, and a centre that is used for trade
and for social gatherings.
Afghanistan: 50 Years of Silent Witness
‘When you are on a mission in a land like
Afghanistan, which is 99% Muslim, you cannot evangelise in a traditional manner. Over
the years we would have liked to be explicit
bearers of the message of the Gospel, but
we could do it only by setting a good example, trying to live properly as indicated in the
Holy Scriptures.’ This is the testimony by Sr
Mariam de Jesus, one of the Little Sisters of
Jesus, who has 50 years experience in
Afghanistan.
The first Sisters worked as nurses at the
government hospital in the capital Kabul. Sr
Mariam reports, ‘Afghan people are famous
for their hospitality. We were welcomed in an
extraordinary way and, during the most difficult times of the war, we had many local
friends ready to take risks to help us.’ The
Little Sisters, in fact, remained in the Afghan
territory both during the Russian occupation
of 1979, and during the civil war which
started in 1992, moving from Kabul solely to
work in the refugee camps of Jalalabad.
Sr Mariam explains that, even after the
arrival of the Taliban in 1996, they chose to
continue to serve in hospitals wearing the
burqa to go unnoticed. ‘When they ask me if
it was difficult to live with the war, I reply that
it depended on the days. Sometimes I was
very scared. But during all these years I felt
strong because God never abandoned me. I
learned to live day by day, and every minute
of my life in Afghanistan was truly lived,
thanks to God's protection.’ n
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Franciscans Serve the Refugees
on Rhodes
W
hen Franciscan Friar John Luke
Gregory visited the port of
Rhodes in 2015, he had heard
already about the many refugees fleeing
the war-torn countries of Iraq, Iran, Syria
and Pakistan in search of a better life. Yet
nothing prepared him for the mass of people gathered at the port that morning.
‘It was an incredible and enormous
crowd, and they all spoke Arabic,” said
Gregory, head of the Franciscan mission in
Rhodes. There are only 130,000 people living on the island, yet after that summer
was over more than 15,000 refugees and
immigrants had come to Rhodes. Upon
seeing the hungry and needy crowd,
Gregory immediately got to work, calling on
members of his parish to look for food,
clothes and blankets.
A native of Sheffield, England, he is fluent in English, but also in Italian, French,
Spanish and, most importantly, Arabic,
which he used to immerse himself in the
crowd, providing help wherever he could.
He had to learn Greek in 2004, when
he was appointed to be the Guardian and
Parish Priest in Rhodes by the Custody of
the Holy Land. Founded in 1217 by St
Francis, over time the Custody was
entrusted by the Holy See with the missions on the islands of Rhodes and Kos in
addition to its traditional centres in the Holy
Land and Middle East.
When he first arrived, Gregory said the
island seemed like ‘a paradise’. He spent
his days administering to the small Catholic
community on the Orthodox-majority island.
The island’s inhabitants ‘are very resilient’,
Gregory explained. ‘They have seen many
such things throughout the centuries. It’s in
their DNA. But their heart was bigger than
the discomforts caused by the influx of
immigrants.’

Refugees
Since 2015, the people of Rhodes have
had their fair share of discomforts. Tourism,
the main source of revenue on the island,
dropped 40 percent with the arrival of the
refugees. Fights and riots that would break
out at times among the immigrants did not
help either. Still, the inhabitants of Rhodes
continue to be generous toward their new
neighbours, offering bread, milk and even
Aug/Sept 2018

Care:
John
Luke
with a
refugee
child

Claire Giangravè writes that the refugee crisis is still
a very present reality for the Franciscans on Rhodes.
baths. During the offertory at Sunday Mass,
Gregory said, parishioners don’t bring
money but pasta, rice, tuna cans and even
toothpaste and shampoo for the thousands
of refugees in need.
Things get worse in the winter, when
temperatures in the Aegean islands drop
substantially. Gregory remembers visiting
thousands of immigrants and refugees near
the harbour. With nowhere else to stay,
entire families and children lived in ‘a city of
tents as far as the eye could see’, Gregory
said, adding that they had placed aluminium sheets over their makeshift homes
to keep warm.
Today, refugees have been moved to an
old slaughterhouse. The friar said there’s no
glass on the windows, and to make things
worse the look and feel of the place has
remained unaltered, with hanging hooks for
carcasses, dug-out canals for blood, and
even cutting utensils left scattered on the
marble chopping blocks. Things are a little
better now, he said, since bathrooms have
been installed and immigrants don’t have to
wash and bathe in the sea.
Fleeing
Many still continue to come to the island,
most fleeing refugee camps in Turkey.
More die at sea, never reaching the
European coasts. Gregory remembers the
many times when he visited the shores

with the parishioners, they found dead bodies of men, women and even infant children
washed up by the waters. ‘I would ask
myself: What those last moments of their
lives must have been like, far away from
their homes, their loved ones,’ the friar said.
‘How many have died at sea we shall never
know. Some wash up at the shore, but
where are the others?’
Gregory said that having seen the situation in Syria himself, he understands why
people want to flee, but also acknowledges
that the economic crisis in Greece makes
the current situation unsustainable unless
more funds are made available. As unrest
and war plague the nearby Middle East, the
flow of migrants to the islands continues.
To make matters worse, the Aegean
islands were hit by an 8.6 magnitude earthquake in 2017 which destroyed Gregory’s
small church and buried precious supplies
for the refugees kept in its crypt. Still, the
friar and his parish administer to the immigrants every morning starting at 7.00am.
Gregory describes them as ‘the poorest of
the poor’ and, starting this year, he has
added to their food pack a small box of
chocolate at Easter and Christmas celebrations. ‘I think these people never receive
something pleasant, something that brings
joy, something not essential,’ he said.
Adapted from www.cruxnow.com n

13

Fr Dominic Hession OFM
died in South Africa in June.
His nephew Fr Noel
Hession OSA remembers
his missionary uncle with
aﬀection and pride.
Companions: Dominic Hession OFM
(left) with Archbishop William Slattery
OFM and Patrick Noonan OFM.

T

A Witness to the
Cross of Christ

he words of Jesus, about taking up
our cross and following him, are
very familiar to us. When we hear
them we easily call to mind our worries,
our illnesses, our burdens, and our problems. The cross, if you like, is synonymous with suffering, hardship, and even
self-denial.
However, there is another side to the
cross that we sometimes forget; the cross
that is a sign of hope, of victory over
death, and the sign of being a Christian.
If you notice Jesus doesn’t ask us to
take up his cross – the one that he will
carry to Calvary. What Jesus says is, ‘If
anyone wants to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me.’ Each one of us is
called, therefore, to take up our own
cross, and follow the Lord.
Each one of us, if we want to follow
Jesus, must find out the way in which we
are called to follow. The cross that we
carry is not just our sufferings and problems – the cross that we carry is more
like a sort of banner, or a sign, that we
bring with us throughout our lives; a sign
that says: ‘Here I am, look at me, I am a
Christian.’
Of course, none of us goes through
life trying to draw that sort of attention to
ourselves; that would be silly. The sign
that we show to others is the way we are
willing to love; the way we are willing to
forgive; the way we are willing to serve

one another – when others see us acting
in these ways they are seeing a sign that
points to the values of the Gospel, the
values of the disciple, the values of the
Lord himself. When we act in this way we
are taking up our cross; when we act in
this way we are not only following the
Lord, but we are showing others the way
to the One who is the Way.
While all of us might try to live in this
way, it can be hard to do it always: we all
know people we find it difficult to love,
hard to forgive, and impossible to understand. Sometimes, the experience of failing as disciples can make us both weary
and wary of trying again – this is where
we need one another to help us: others
encourage us by their enthusiasm, they
challenge us by their own willingness to
stand up for Gospel values, and they give
us strength from the strength and faithfulness that they display in their following of
Jesus.
Supporting Others
My uncle, Dominic Hession, an Irish
Franciscan who worked in South Africa
for over 50 years, was one man who was
able to do this, and do it for a great number of people.
For his family back in Ireland, the
news of his death on 7 June in South
Africa was received with great sadness.
This is a man who was greatly loved by
all of us – his death takes from us some-

one who, even though he spent most of
his life in Africa, was a big presence in our
lives from when we were children. His
death brings with it a heartbreak that can
only be known when you lose someone
who was an inspiration, an example, and a
good friend, brother, uncle and confrere for
his Franciscan brothers.
However, our sadness is eased by a
great sense of pride in what he achieved
during his long life of missionary service.
Being a Catholic missionary in South
Africa meant, for Dominic, that he could
not be silent in the face of the great evil of
apartheid; he could not ignore the great
injustice of poverty and inequality; and he
could not distance himself from walking
with God’s people in the midst of oppression, persecution, and hatred.
Every time he stood up for what he
believed in he was taking up his cross, he
was showing by the way he lived that he
was a Christian, and that as a Christian he
could not be indifferent to the sufferings of
others.
The love, support and encouragement
he received from his family was a source
of strength to him all through his life, especially during some of those most difficult
days he lived through in South Africa.
Dominic may have been the one in South
Africa, but we in his family were all missionaries, made so by your commitment
and concern for the work that he was
doing.
St Anthony Brief
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Hero
For us, as children growing up, Dominic’s
visits were a source of great excitement
and anticipation. I think that if Dominic had
ever realised how much cleaning used to
happen before he visited he would have
been very surprised. But when he came,
his genuine warmth, openness, and sense
of humour gave us great joy.
Children need heroes: and, for us,
Dominic was a hero. He was the only
Hession known to have spoken Zulu; he
was the one who fought against an unjust
regime; he was the one who filled us with
stories of Africa and the wonderful people
he worked and lived with there. He
inspired us by his work and his example,
he encouraged us with his gentleness
and humour, and he entertained us with
his wit, his stories, and his sense of fun.
But, most of all, Dominic was what he
stood for. He was a man of faith, and that
faith was the foundation, the source, and
the purpose of all that he did. In a world
where so many of our certainties have
been taken from us, it is important to have
known a true hero.
As we go through life, our relationships form us. His family and the friars

Gerry O’Reilly OFM, a fellow Irish Franciscan in South Africa,
reports on the final farewell to Dominic that took place there.
More than 40 priests concelebrated the Funeral Mass for Dominic at the new church
in Bophelong township outside Vanderbijlpark, south of Johannesburg.
The Archbishop of Johannesburg, Buti Tlhagale, was joined at the altar by the
Franciscan Bishops of Pretoria, William Slattery OFM, and of Port Elizabeth, Vincent
Mduduzi Zungu OFM. Fr Hyacinth Ennis OFM was the principal concelebrant. The
Mass was attended by over 400 parishioners.
Bishop Vincent preached the homily. Fr Dominic had been his Novice Master when he
joined the Franciscan Order. He described Fr Dominic as a man of prayer who was
much sought after as a retreat director for seminarians, priests and religious. He was
the National Director of the Secular Franciscans in South Africa for many years. In his
ministry as parish priest in several different townships he focussed especially on catechetics – deepening the knowledge of and commitment to the faith among the people.
In his words Archbishop William Slattery had us on the verge of tears with laughter
and a sense of loss, as he described Fr Dominic’s wonderful gifts as a cartoonist and
mimic.
After the Mass we went to the Franciscan cemetery at La Verna Retreat House. Fr
Benen Fahey OFM, who accompanied Dominic during his last illnesses, prayed the
final prayers at the graveside, as our brother was laid to rest alongside his brethren.
May the Lord grant him eternal joy in his presence.

give thanks for the close relationship we
were blessed to have with Dominic, we
give thanks for the strength we received

from that relationship, and we pray for and
with Dominic for both his families – the
Hession one, and the Franciscan one. n

Sharing the Wisdom of St Clare
A seminar on St Clare took place
recently at the Poor Clare
Monastery in Galway for the
Franciscan novices. Sr Clare-Marie,
the novice in the monastery, also
took part. Sr Faustina and Sr
Anthony-Mary of the Cork
monastery also participated. They
are Solemnly-Professed sisters
who helped greatly in transmitting
the spirit of Clare to the novices.
The idea of the seminar was the
brainchild of Novice Master Antony
Jukes who saw a particular value in
the friars receiving input on St Clare
from the sisters themselves. A lot was
covered in the four days, including a
look at some of the treasures of the
Galway Poor Clares archive. Local
friar, Fr Brendan McGrath, gave a talk
on the Franciscan habit, a topic on
which he has a lot of expertise having
made them for the friars for many
years.
Aug/Sept 2018

On the last day of the seminar the sisters and friars made a spontaneous recording of the Marian antiphon Tota Pulchra.
The alternation of the male and female
voices is very striking. This recording can

be listened to on the Galway Poor Clares
Facebook page, as well as a short video
clip of photos of the St Clare seminar.
All in all, it was a very blessed gathering of sisters and brothers. n
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Keith A. Fournier, a married
deacon in the Catholic Church,
wonders will we allow the
Lord to give us the eyes to
see and hearts
to accept the
hidden
invitations
to love found
beneath the surface
of the daily stuff
of family life?

Family Life – A Vocation?
I

woke up in ‘church’ this morning. Not
surrounded by votive candles and
stained glass, but lying next to my partner in faith, my best friend, my beloved
wife of 38 years, Laurine.
Our five grown children are now out of
the home, but they are still a part of family
‘church’, our community of faith. One will
soon be moving home again as he sorts
out his future. Christian parenting never
ends. It is a vocation from which there is
no vacation.
From antiquity the Christian Family has
been called ‘the domestic church’. Perhaps
the most quoted use of the term is from
Bishop John Chrysostom, writing in
Antioch (the city where the Lord’s followers
were first called Christians, see Acts
11:26) in the fourth century.
After all, the Church is fundamentally a
relational reality. Jesus is clear, ‘When two
or three are gathered in my name, there I
am in their midst’ (Matthew 18:20).
A Sacrament
And, at least within the Catholic and

Orthodox Churches, Christian marriage is
a sacrament. In other words, it is a participation in and sign of the very life of the
Holy Trinity!
It is also a source of grace for the
spouses, calling them to holiness by
teaching them the path of selfless love. As
the Apostle Peter wrote to the early
Christians, we are "partakers of the divine
nature" (2 Peter 1:4).
We were baptised into the Lord Jesus
Christ and we now live in his Body. The
Christian family is a church, the smallest
and most vital cell of that Body. The
extended Church community is a family of
families.
This understanding is more than
piety – it is sound theology, solid anthropology, and is meant to be experienced as
reality for those who are baptised into
Christ Jesus.
For those called to live their Christian
life in a consecrated Christian marriage, it
is in the domestic church where progress
in the spiritual life finds its raw material.
The question we face every day

becomes whether we live Christian marriage and family as a vocation by responding to grace.
Will we allow the Lord to give us the
eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts to
accept the hidden invitations to love found
beneath the surface of the daily stuff of
Christian marriage and family life?
Self-Emptying
In the letter to the Philippians, the Greek
word kenosis – ‘emptying’ – is used to
describe how Jesus poured himself out
with utter, self-giving love for us in the
mystery of the incarnation and in his passion.
St Paul writes that we all are called to
enter into the self-emptying of Jesus: ‘Have
this mind among yourselves, which was in
Christ Jesus, who though He was in the
form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself’ (Philippians 2:5).
This word refers to the voluntary pouring out, like water, of oneself in an act of
sacrificial love. This self-emptying is the
St Anthony Brief
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proper response of the love of a Christian
for the One who first loved us.
It is also the beating heart of the vocation of Christian marriage and family life.
There is a ‘domestic kenosis’, a domestic
emptying out which comes in the ordinary
‘stuff’ of daily life in a Christian family.
There is also a domestic way of living
an ascetical life – one does not have to be
a Cistercian monk to live a life of self-forgetfulness.
There is a profound sacrificial love at
work when a couple embrace the real
struggles involved in living out their married and family life. This is experienced in
bearing with each other’s failings with
patient love, and simply going through all
of the struggles involved in parenting.
In fact, parenting unfolds into grandparenting. When lived vocationally in the
Lord, it is a way of love, a way of sacrifice
and giving, and love can sometimes hurt.
A Vocation
We need to move from the realm of fuzzy
feelings or theological theory to reality –
this emptying is lived out in a unique and
grace-filled way in Christian marriage and
family life.
As Christian spouses, mothers and
fathers, grandfathers and grandmothers,
we need to have our eyes opened like the
disciples on the road to Emmaus.
This call of married love and family life
is more than a covenant (though it is that),
more than an ordinance (though it is
that) – Christian Marriage is a sacrament,
a participation in the very life of God
through which and for which we are given
grace, light and strength.
It is an invitation to learn the more
excellent way of love of which the Apostle
Paul writes to the Corinthians (see
1Corinthians 13:1-13). It is a call, a vocation, to holiness.
When the right choices are made in
this life of ‘domestic self-giving’, we exercise our human freedom, empowered by
grace, and choose to give ourselves away
in love to the other person, our spouse or
children.
In so doing, we are gradually transformed into an image, a living icon, of
Jesus Christ and we participate in his
divine love more and more, his voluntary
self-emptying.
This way of holiness is not easy, as
anyone who has lived the vocation for
more than three months can attest, but
Aug/Sept 2018

Sacrament: Marriage is a path to holiness.
make no mistake – it is a very real path to
holiness. It is also a wonderful one. The
true challenge lies in the choices we
make, daily, hourly, and even moment-bymoment.
Two Trees
Two trees appear in the garden of domestic life. They both invite the exercise of our
human freedom, our decision to choose.
There is one which resembles the tree in
Eden where the first Eve said, ‘No, I will
not serve.’
We are always tempted to choose the
‘fruit’ of this tree of self-centredness whenever we seek to hide from the divine call
in our lives and refuse to love with generous self-giving hearts.
Then, there is the tree that resembles
and actually participates in the tree on
Calvary, where Christ the New Adam
embraced the whole world and began it
anew.
There, the ‘second Eve’ (as the
Fathers of the Church called Mary, the
Mother of Jesus) stood with the beloved
disciple John, beheld her crucified Son
and her Lord, ‘Love Incarnate’. There
Mary repeated in her broken heart her voluntary ‘yes’. There she surrendered all to

God in love and trust. In doing so, Mary
models the response of all Christians for all
time.
However, as it was with the Mother of
the Lord, the choice to say ‘Yes’ is our
own – to be made daily, even hourly.
Our days are full of choices – choices
to love generously, to serve our families in
humble, simple ways, to let go and forgive,
to speak words that heal and build up – all
these choices are presented to us from the
moment we open our eyes every morning
to the time we close them at night.
And when by grace we keep on saying
‘yes’ to how God is calling us and aiding us
to love now in this particular situation – we
proceed on the Way of the Cross into the
eternal now of resurrected life in Jesus
Christ.
We are invited to live Christian family
life as a domestic church. We are also
given the grace to do so.
The choice is ours!
Keith A. Fournier is a married Roman
Catholic Deacon of the Diocese of
Richmond, Virginia. He and his wife
Laurine have five grown children
and six grandchildren.
Adapted from www.catholic.org n
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FAMILY PRAYER FOR
WORLD MEETING
OF FAMILIES 2018
God, our Father,
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son,
One family, in the Spirit of your love.
Bless us with the joy of love.
Make us patient and kind,
gentle and generous,
welcoming to those in need.
Help us to live your forgiveness and peace.
Protect all families with your loving care,
Especially those for whom we now pray:
[We pause and remember family members and others by name].
Increase our faith,
Strengthen our hope,
Keep us safe in your love,
Make us always grateful
for the gift of life that we share.
This we ask, through Christ our Lord,
Amen.
Aug/Sept 2018
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Wise
Leaders
in a
Time
of
Crisis
Fr Pat Conlan OFM
writes that four
hundred years ago, in
first decades of 1600s,
the Franciscan Order
in Ireland, while
suffering intense
persecution, produced
some outstanding
leaders.

B

y the first quarter of the seventeenth century the Irish
Franciscans, along with the
Church in Ireland, had already endured
many years of chaos and suffering.
However, the Franciscan Province of
Ireland had not only survived but had
begun to re-invigorate itself after nearly a
century of persecution. During those difficult times the structure of the Province
had remained intact in that the friars met
fairly regularly to elect a Minister
Provincial and discuss other matters.
Individuals were still attracted to follow St
Francis as friars. Harsh conditions in
Ireland meant that many had to go to the

Aodh MacAingil OFM: image in St Isidore’s College, Rome.
continent for their formation. Individual
friars ministered around the country,
often in areas where there had been friaries in better times. It was true that persecution meant the friars were unable to
hold their Provincial Chapter in 1605;
however, the outgoing Minister Provincial
and some other friars were able to attend
the General Chapter of the Order in
Toledo at Pentecost 1606.
Florence Conry
Fr Florence Conry was appointed Minister
Provincial at that Chapter. He had
received a traditional Irish education while
growing up in his native Co. Roscommon.

After he joined the Franciscans he was
sent to Salamanca to study for the priesthood. He first returned to Ireland with the
Spanish army that landed at Kinsale in
1601. Forced to flee back to Spain, he
travelled as anam-chara to Red Hugh
O’Donnell and attended to him on his
deathbed. Conry never returned to
Ireland but began re-organising the friars
along the lines of the CounterReformation.
He opened the first Irish Franciscan
continental college at Leuven in 1607,
although construction of a permanent
building was delayed until 1617. Named
after St Anthony of Padua, it served as a
St Anthony Brief
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house of formation for the young men
wishing to become Irish friars. Conry
also began a programme of gathering
together various Irish friars living in different parts of Europe back into the
Province. Conditions in Ireland were still
dangerous. This was shown very clearly
when Conor O’Devaney, the Franciscan
bishop of Down and Connor, was hung,
drawn and quartered in Dublin early in
1612.
Later in 1612 the friars in Ireland
were able to hold a Provincial Chapter.
Only three friaries had regular
communities, Donegal,
Armagh and Multyfarnham.
Five others were building up
towards that objective.
Decisions at the Chapter
showed the difficulties that the
friars faced when travelling
around. While the brown habit
should be worn at all times, it
could be worn as a sort of vest
when the friars had to travel in
disguise. Formation of young
friars would take place in
Leuven.
Donagh Mooney
The next Provincial Chapter was
held in Waterford in 1615. Fr
Donagh Mooney was elected
Provincial. A native of Ballymore,
he joined the friars in Donegal
but was forced to complete his
novitiate in Multyfarnham. He
arranged his capture there by the
English forces so that he could
engineer the successful escape of
the Provincial and some other friars who had been captured.
Ordained at Dromahair, he completed his
studies in France and was appointed the
first Guardian of the new college in
Leuven. He was stationed in Drogheda
when he returned to Ireland. He was a
man of energy and immediately began
re-ordering the Province. Preaching was
re-organised and a strict examination was
introduced for canonical faculties that
new priests needed to minister in Ireland.
Eight friars were admitted to the Province
from Provinces on the continent.
Mooney undertook a visitation of the
houses in Ireland. He wrote his Tractatus
de Provincia Hiberniae, probably in
Leuven, while on his way to the General
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Chapter of the Order held in Salamanca
in 1618. This book is an invaluable
source for Irish Franciscan history. He
not only gave an account of the situation
that he found in each friary but also gave
notes about the history of each friary.
He established small residences in
eight places, including Dublin and
Limerick. By the end of his period in
office there were some 120 friars in
Ireland of whom 33 were fully approved
preachers. Twenty-five trained priests
had already returned to Ireland after their

St Anthony’s College: the
commemorative stamp
issued in 2007.
formation in Leuven. Mooney’s efforts to
get an Irish Franciscan college in Paris
were frustrated by local interests.
The growth of the Irish Province at
this time is shown by a report of the
Archbishop of Dublin to Rome in 1623.
He claimed that there were then around
200 friars in Ireland. They were to be
especially commended because they
never suffered themselves to become
extinct in the kingdom and were the only
religious who maintained the fight in
some districts.

After his period in office ended,
Mooney returned to his old station of
Drogheda until his death in 1624.
Aodh MacAingil
Aodh MacAingil was born in Downpatrick
and did part of his studies on the Isle of
Man. Hugh O'Neill chose him as tutor to
his sons. When King Philip III of Spain
invited the young O’Neill to Spain, Aodh
accompanied him to Salamanca. Aodh
had been lodging with the Franciscans
there and about 1604 joined the
Spanish Franciscan Province of
St James. His tutors introduced
him to the theology of John Duns
Scotus, then mistakenly believed
to be an Irishman. He was
ordained and began preaching
as a military chaplain.
He was probably one of
those who influenced the
Spanish authorities to found the
new college in Leuven. He
moved to Leuven in 1607 and
was appointed a lecturer in
theology. His influence was so
great that he came to be considered one of the founders of
the college and acted as
Guardian on a number of
occasions. He actually walked
to Rome to attend the
General Chapter of the Order
in 1612.
As would be expected, he
developed a great respect
for the theology of Duns
Scotus and used it in his
teaching. He wrote poetry in
Irish and published his
Scánthán Shacramuinte na hAithridhe, a
work on the sacrament of Confession, in
Leuven in 1618. He was involved in the
preparation of the first complete edition
of the works of John Duns Scotus that
was published in Lyons in 1618. As a
result of his fame he became a Definitor
General, a member of the council that
worked with the Minister General of the
Order in Rome. He also lectured in the
new Irish Franciscan College of St
Isidore in Rome. Aodh was appointed
Archbishop of Armagh in 1626 and consecrated Bishop in St Isidore’s.
Unfortunately he died later in 1626 and
was buried in the College of St Isidore
before he could set off for Ireland. n
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News from
around the . . .

Franciscan

World

uS FriArS VoTe
To uniTe
In the United States, six
Franciscan Provinces on 30
May voted to form one new
Province. The new Province
will comprise the almost 1,000
friars belonging to the existing
Provinces – both brothers and
priests, and will be headquartered in a yet-to-be-determined
location.
Fr David Gaa OFM,
Provincial Minister of St
Barbara Province, said, ‘This is
an important step in the
process of revitalising
Franciscan life in the United
States. The new entity will better serve the friars’ fraternal life
and mission in the United
States by making adjustments
to the current administrative
structure.’
The Provinces have been
in dialogue about unifying their
communities since 2012. The
restructuring reflects a worldwide trend among religious
communities. Friars in countries such as Canada and
Germany have already voted
to form a single Province. The
reconfiguration will not happen
immediately; it is expected that
the new Province will be officially formed in late 2022 or
early 2023. n

Holy SepulCHre
During his visit to Israel in June, Prince William spent time in the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.
He was guided around the sacred site by the English friar, Fr John Luke Gregory. A member of
the Custody, John Luke had been drafted in from his parish in Rhodes for the occasion. He is
pictured with the prince and some orthodox monks. n

ArT
DiSplAy
Fr Eamonn O’Driscoll
is shown with some of
the paintings by Joe
Walsh OFM that were
displayed in Adam and
Eve’s Church, Dublin,
during the St Anthony
Novena in June. The
paintings were for
sale in aid of the
Franciscan mission to
South Sudan where
Joe is currently serving and people generously supported the
project. n

luSAkA GrADuATion
Alfigio Tunha OFM, the Custos in Zimbabwe,
attended the recent graduations in St Bonaventure
College, Lusaka. Among those graduating were
friars from Zimbabwe.
The graduates had completed a degree programme
in philosophy and Franciscan studies. They will now
continue their formation in Harare, as they begin the
study of theology at Holy Trinity College.
Pictured from the left:
Br Richard, Br Takudzwa, Fr Alfigio, Br Kudakwashe,
Learnmore, and Br Solomon.
St Anthony Brief
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Steps on the
Franciscan
Journey
Pat Lynch OFM, Vocations
Director in Ireland, outlines the
path for those who feel called to
become Franciscan friars.

F

or the past 800 years the life and
mission of St Francis of Assisi has
exercised a powerful attraction for
many, many people. Some have felt
invited by the Lord to ‘follow in his footsteps’ in the spirit of the saint of Assisi.
The Franciscan vocation is life-giving and
joyful for those men who respond with
generous hearts to Christ’s personal call.
What are the stages as one sets out
on this particular journey?

Initial Attraction: A young man may get
to know the friars in the local friary or
meet some friars giving a parish mission
in his area and feel attracted to their way
of life. Or another may read the life of St
Francis and begin to wonder what it would
be like to give up all to follow the Lord.

Make Contact: If the attraction persists
the next step is to make contact with the
Vocations Director, Pat Lynch OFM, and
meet with him for a chat with no strings
attached! Email: brpatofm@hotmail.com,
mobile: 087-1346267.

place in the Franciscan Friary, Ennis, Co.
Clare. An important component of this
year is developing one’s relationship with
God through personal and communal
prayer, living within the Franciscan community. Classes are offered on Franciscan
spirituality, prayer and human development and other topics. Work placements
are also a major part of the year.

Novitiate: After this year, if he wishes, he
then applies to be formally accepted by
the Minister Provincial into the novitiate.
The novitiate takes place in the
Franciscan Friary, Killarney, Co. Kerry, and
lasts a year. This special year is intended
to provide an intense experience of community life and prayer. The novice learns
about our Rule of Life, about the life and
spirituality of St Francis, the vowed life
and what it means to be a Franciscan in
today’s Church and world. On acceptance
into the novitiate, the novice receives the
Franciscan habit to wear as an outward
expression of his faith and values. The
novitiate ends with the novice making his

First Profession of Vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience.

Post Novitiate: Before making final commitment to our way of life there is now a
five-year probation period when the friar
begins training for ministry and deepens
his commitment to the Franciscan life.
Post Novitiate concludes when he makes
his Solemn Profession into the hands of
the Minister Provincial as he consecrates
his whole life to the Lord.

Studies for the Priesthood: Those
friars called to the ministerial priesthood
begin their studies in philosophy and
theology after their novitiate year. At
present those studying philosophy in
Maynooth College live in Athlone friary
and those doing theology in Rome live at
St Isidore’s College there.
I know that the journey I have outlined
takes time. However, supported by Christ’s
loving grace and his brothers in community,
the friar who has been chosen and called
knows the joy of being on the right path! n

Discernment: The man now begins a
time of discernment – that is the ability to
judge well. Assisted by the Vocations
Director he prays and seeks to know
what is God’s will for his life. This discernment would probably involve taking
part in the Experience Our Life Weekends in some of our Franciscan friaries in
Ireland.
The Application Process: If he still
feels this is the call of God for him and is
recommended to apply to join the Order,
he is asked to provide references and
participate in a psychological assessment
and an interview.
Postulancy: On being accepted, he
begins the postulancy year which takes
Aug/Sept 2018

Happy band of brothers: together loving and serving the Lord and his people
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Resting in God
Fr Francis cotter oFM

T

he old saying goes: ‘Birds fly, fish
swim, humans pray!’ Prayer is
natural to us. As Martin Laird
OSA puts it, ‘We are built for contemplation. Communion with God in the silence
of the heart is a God-given capacity, like
the rhododendron’s capacity to flower,
the fledgling’s for flight, and the child’s
self-forgetful abandon and joy.’
We often think of prayer as thoughts
or feelings expressed in words. But this
is only one expression. The root of
prayer is interior silence. Deep prayer is
the laying aside of thoughts. It is the
opening of our whole being to God in
simple, trusting faith, beyond words and
thoughts. As the 14th century classic,
The Cloud of Unknowing, tells us, ‘God
may be reached and held close by
means of love, but by means of thought
never.’
St Gregory the Great, at the end of
the sixth century, wrote of this contemplative stillness as ‘the knowledge of
God that is impregnated with love’. For
Gregory, contemplation was both the fruit
of reflecting on the Word of God and a
precious gift of God. He referred to contemplation as ‘resting in God’. In this
‘resting’, the mind and heart are not so
much seeking God, as beginning to
experience what they have been seeking.

Francis Cotter OFM writes of Centering
Prayer – a form of still, silent praying that
allows God’s transforming love to move
deeply and strongly in our hearts and lives.
the Scriptures, etc – rather it casts a
new light and depth of meaning on
them.
‘Spiritual’ techniques are very popular today. The risk is that using them
we can feel we are determining a particular outcome; we remain very much
in control, even controlling God!
Centering Prayer is not a technique but
a spiritual practice; there is a definite
difference. In humble faith we dispose
ourselves to receive what the Lord
offers us. We do not control or manage
the free grace of God. The sailor prac-

tises his sailing skills so that the sails
of his boat can ‘receive’ the gift of the
wind. But no matter what he does he
cannot make the wind blow. So in
Centering Prayer we ready ourselves
and make ourselves available for the
Breath of the Spirit.
In addition, Centering Prayer is not
a relaxation exercise but it may be
quite refreshing. It is not a para-psychological experience but an exercise
of faith, hope and selfless love. It is
not limited to the ‘felt’ presence of God
but is rather a deepening of faith in

not a Technique
In the Christian tradition, contemplative
prayer is considered to be the pure gift of
God. Through grace we open our awareness to God whom we know by faith is
within us, closer than our breathing and
our thinking. Centering Prayer is a way
of prayer designed to facilitate the development of contemplative prayer by
preparing us to receive this gift. It is an
attempt to present the teaching of earlier
times in an updated form. Centering
Prayer is not meant to replace other
kinds of prayer – liturgical, vocal, praying
St Anthony Brief
24

God’s abiding presence. It is simply resting in God beyond thoughts, words, and
emotions. The prayer is an act of trust
and surrender that God’s love and grace
are moving deep within even if on the
surface there is little sense awareness of
this divine reality.
Origins
The four guidelines for Centering Prayer
(see bottom of this page) were formulated by the Cistercian, Thomas Keating,
and the other monks of St Joseph’s
Abbey in Spencer, Massachusetts, in
1970s. They asked why so many people
were looking to Eastern religions for
guidance in meditation practice and for
ways to experience the Divine when
Christ’s disciples have a rich heritage of
Christian contemplative tradition. They
sought to revive the ancient practice of
this Christian prayer and express it in a
modern-day method of contemplative
prayer. This way of prayer came to be
known as Centering Prayer – a reference
to Thomas Merton’s description of prayer
that is ‘centered entirely on the presence
of God’.
It is clear that, even if the guidelines
were put together in 1970s, the form of
prayer traces its origin to the contemplative experience of the Desert Fathers,
monastic prayer and to works like The

Cloud of Unknowing and the writings of
St Teresa of Avila and St John of the
Cross. It is a distillation of the wisdom of
the Christian centuries in a simple way of
prayer open to all believers.
Indeed, at its core, Centering Prayer
is based on the saying of Jesus in the
Sermon on the Mount: ‘When you pray,
go to your inner room, close the door
and pray to your Father in secret. And
your Father, who sees in secret, will
reward you’ (Mathew 6:6). We live in the
presence of God. Like the air we
breathe, this divine presence is all
around us and within us, distinct from us,
but never separate from us. In this silent
prayer we enter the ‘room’ of our heart
and relax into the all-embracing and
boundless presence of God which is
beyond time, conceptual thinking, words,
and actions but present in everything
that exists and containing everything that
exists.
The doctrine and experience of the
Divine Indwelling is the most fundamental basis of Centering Prayer. We rest in
the divine Trinity, in the bosom of the
Father, in the heart of the Eternal Word,
and in the infinite love of the Holy Spirit.
Thoughts and More Thoughts
At the start of our prayer, we make the
intention to rest deeply in God in silence

and to let go of the thoughts, emotions,
memories, images or sensations that will
inevitably come into awareness during
prayer. Indeed, thoughts are an
inevitable and normal part of Centering
Prayer. The distractions are part of the
process. Why? Because they give us the
opportunity to keep on choosing the
Lord, turning back to him, consenting
once again, by use of the sacred word,
to his presence and action within. The
sacred word itself should be very short
and simple, like Jesus, Abba, Peace, etc.
In one of the earliest Centering
Prayer workshops led by Fr Thomas
Keating, a nun completed her first
twenty-minute taste of Centering Prayer.
At the end of the prayer period she
lamented, ‘Oh, Fr Thomas, I’m such a
failure at this prayer. In twenty minutes,
I’ve had ten thousand thoughts.’ ‘How
lovely!’ responded Fr Thomas without
blinking an eye, ‘Ten thousand opportunities to return to God!’
The simple rule is: when we become
aware that we are engaged with any of
these thoughts we return ever-so-gently
to the sacred word. Thomas Keating says
that the return should be as gentle as a
feather falling on cotton wool. The Four
Rs of Centering Prayer are: Resist no
thought, Retain no thought, React to no
thought, Return ever so gently to the

The Way
of
Centering
Prayer
A Centering Prayer period
typically should last for
twenty minutes. As one
develops the practice, this
period can be extended.
Two periods of the prayer
are recommended daily,
one first thing in the morning and a second in the
afternoon or evening. The
prayer is based on four
simple guidelines:
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1. Choose a sacred word as a symbol
of your intention to consent to
God’s presence and action within.
2. Sitting comfortably, your back
straight and with your eyes closed,
settle briefly and then silently introduce the sacred word as a symbol
of your intention to consent to
God’s presence and action within.
3. When you engage with thoughts*
return ever so gently to the sacred
word.

4. At the end of the prayer
period, remain in silence for
a few minutes with your
eyes closed.
* ‘Thoughts’ is an umbrella term
for every perception, including
body sensations, sense
perceptions, feelings, images,
memories, plans, reflections,
concepts, commentaries,
and spiritual experiences.
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sacred word. Simply, softly, let all the
thoughts go, over and over and over
and…
Fruit
This prayer of the intention of the heart,
of a continual Yes to God is powerful. Yet
the fruit of Centering Prayer is experienced in daily life and not during the
prayer period.
During the prayer we avoid analysing
our experience, harbouring expectations,
or aiming at some specific goal such as:
repeating the sacred word continuously,
making the mind a blank, feeling peaceful or consoled or achieving any sort of
spiritual experience. We surrender any
particular outcome. We leave all that to
the Lord. We faithfully give time to the
prayer day after day. We are content to

be present and available to God in stark
faith. We do not force anything – this is
God’s work in us. The only way to ‘fail’ it
to fail to turn up for the prayer time!
In time, the effects of the prayer
include a greater capacity to live in God’s
presence even in the midst of activities,
a growing desire to surrender to the
Lord’s will revealed as life unfolds, and
an increase of love and compassion in
relations with others. With a deepening
of this prayer there is also a decrease in
compulsive words and actions. People
notice that their life has begun to reflect
the gifts of the Holy Spirit: love, joy,
peace, faithfulness, perseverance, gentleness, goodness, compassion and selfcontrol (see Galatians 5:22,23).
By the constant letting go of
thoughts, emotions and images during

our prayer time we are led into the deep
silence of God. This self-giving practised in Centering Prayer makes it easier for God to heal the wounds and
blockages that hinder the free flow of
his Spirit in and through us. The surrendered soul in turn cultivates our receptivity to God’s active presence in our
life.
Letting go and letting be in our daily
living mean letting God become the
source of every moment, every relationship, and every activity. As someone put
it so well, ‘We learn to float in God in
prayer in order to swim with God in life.’
For more information, check out
www.contemplativeoutreach.ie
See also talks by
Fr Thomas Keating on Youtube n

We Surrender

we surrender to the attraction of interior silence, tranquillity, and peace.
❝ In Centering Prayer
We do not try to feel anything, reflect about anything.
Without effort, without trying, we sink into this Presence, letting everything else go by.
Let love alone speak, the simple desire to be one with the Presence, to forget self, and to rest in the Ultimate Mystery.
This Divine Presence is immense, yet so humble; awe-inspiring, yet so gentle; limitless, yet so intimate, tender and personal.
I know that I am known. Everything in my life is transparent in this Presence.
It knows everything about me, all my weakness, brokenness, sinfulness, and still loves me infinitely.
This Presence is healing, strengthening, refreshing just by its Presence.
It is nonjudgmental, self-giving, seeking no reward, boundless in compassion.
We wait patiently; in silence, openness, and quiet attentiveness; motionless, within and without.
We surrender to the attraction to be still, to be loved, just to be.

❞

– Fr Thomas Keating OCSO, ‘Open Mind, Open Heart’.

St Anthony Brief
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‘An Uncomfortable
Saint’
Faith in action

W

hen Cardinal Bergolio, at the
time Archbishop of Buenos
Aires, at a meeting of Latin
American Bishops asked the Auxiliary
Bishop of San Salvador, Gregorio Rosa
Chavez, how the cause of Bishop
Romero was going he was surprised to
hear that it was blocked in Rome. With
no idea what awaited him in March 2013,
the future pope is purported to have said
that if he was ever elected Pope, an
unlikely prospect he surmised, he would
immediately canonise Romero. Well, the
moral of the story in relation to Church
history is never be surprised by events.
Since becoming Pope, Francis has beatified Romero and he will canonise him in
Rome, along with Pope Paul VI, on 14
October this year.
What a turnaround for a man who
was scolded by Pope John Paul II,
rejected by all but one of his fellow
Salvadorian bishops, and considered to
Aug/Sept 2018

Fr gearóid ó conaire, oFM

Gearóid Ó Conaire
OFM writes of
Oscar Romero,
“the uncomfortable
saint”, whom Pope
Francis will canonise
this October.
be a communist and rebel by most in
government circles at the time.
As for Bishop Chavez, who was sidelined by the Vatican and never given a
diocese of his own, because of his association with Archbishop Romero – he
could never have imagined how events
were to unfold for him. He had submitted
his resignation letter on reaching his 75th
birthday, probably hoping to go quietly

into retirement, when he was chosen to
be a Cardinal by Pope Francis in 2017,
the first ever Auxiliary Bishop to be given
such an honour. It’s a funny experience
praying the Eucharistic Prayer in this diocese – the priest first mentions the
Archbishop and then his Cardinal
Auxiliary!
A Moment of Grace
Cardinal Rosa Chavez, in an interview in
Barcelona in February, assured those
present that the canonisation of Blessed
Romero was about to happen. He
expressed the hope that Pope Francis
would personally come to El Salvador to
not only canonise Romero, an ‘uncomfortable saint’, but also to beatify Rutilio
Grande SJ, the first priest to be assassinated by death squads in El Salvador in
1979. As the process for the latter is still
at the early stages, beatification is less
likely in the short term.
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After the theology commission of the Vatican gave the allclear on orthodox grounds to
Archbishop Romero’s writings
and homilies and with a confirmed miracle, an irreversible
cure from cancer through his
intercession, the only formal
steps in the process were for
the cardinals themselves to
give the green light and finally
the Pope’s approval.
According to Rosa Chavez,
the work now is to prepare the
people for this moment of
grace. For the Cardinal, who
knew Romero from an early
age and taught with him in the
seminary, he was a man constantly searching for God’s
will. He was docile to the Holy
Spirit, which led him down
paths he never intended to
take. For a man who was so
timid and easily stressed he
was immensely courageous
when preaching, addressing
all the people, including those
who were most against him in
El Salvador.
His sense of call was so
strong that he was able to overcome his
natural resistance to be in the limelight.
He was totally coherent and refused to
back down from manifestations of evil and
power in the world. He was honoured by
God for his fidelity by dying on the altar at
the offertory, celebrating the very same
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross.
Solidarity
The day after his beatification, Pope
Francis commented that Romero chose to
be with the people to accompany and
defend them, even at the cost of his own
life. Despite being offered protection, he
refused it because the people were
equally in danger. This sense of solidarity
and closeness endeared him to the people, something they have never forgotten.
Pope Francis speaks of Romero as a
martyr and an uncomfortable saint. The
Cardinal elaborated that, ‘Uncomfortable
saints challenge us not to accept our
mediocrity and encourage us towards conversion. Assuming such a step is not easy
but extremely liberating. The Pope sees
Romero as a shepherd of a poor Church
and for the poor.’
The question now is how to make
such a Church possible today?

Sacred Heart Chapel: a candle placed
by Gearóid on the altar at which
Blessed Oscar Romero was shot.
Here in El Salvador, as I go around
visiting people and celebrating Mass in different parishes, I am struck by the visibility
of the image of Archbishop Romero and of
the devotion with which he is honoured.
In fact, I was sitting in the church the
other day and a young man passed by
with an image of Romero imprinted on his
t-shirt! His image is in a prominent position
in all churches, even where it would have
been unimaginable to contemplate five
years ago.
pilgrimage
Anytime I am in San Salvador I try to visit
both the Sacred Heart chapel where he
was murdered and his tomb in the crypt
beneath the cathedral. Both are places of
pilgrimage. There are guides to support
pilgrims. They organise prayer services,
answer questions and offer information.
Mass is celebrated officially once a month
beside the tomb, co-ordinated by a different parish of the diocese.
I particularly like to visit Mons.
Romero’s house; it is a small apartment in

the grounds of the cancer hospital. It is a happy coincidence
that the miraculous cure attributed to him is of a cancer
patient!
On display in his apartment
are his belongings more or less
where he left them, including his
bed, rocking chair, radio, toiletries, as well as his personal
belongings such as books, photos – including photos taken
when he was shot and lying on
the floor of the sanctuary – as
well as the blood-stained vestments he wore on that fateful
day.
You can actually see the pinhole tear in his alb caused by
the ‘dum-dum’ high-velocity bullet which mortally wounded him
by piercing his heart. This sort of
bullet causes maximum damage
by exploding after impact.
I eventually lit a candle and
placed it on the altar where the
blessed man celebrated his final
Mass. With this light and prayer
offered I brought the intentions of
all those who had asked me to
remember them in my prayers,
including those who have died – family
members, friends and my brothers and
sisters in religious life.
I remember back to days, not so long
past, when catechists who carried a
Catholic Bible and a photo of Romero
were considered to be rebels and a danger to society. I remember the persecution
they endured and, in worst-case scenarios, how many of them paid the ultimate
price. In fact, many people died for their
commitment to spread a Gospel way of
life.
killings
During these days, while waiting for a visa
to go to Cuba, I also visited the Central
America University (UCA) where six
Jesuits, their housekeeper and her daughter, were killed in November 1988. They
are buried in the chapel there, which is
also decorated with very evocative paintings of torture victims, actually placed
there before they were executed.
The chapel is part of a complex, which
also includes the theology faculty, initiated
in 1984 by the men who now lie in the
church tomb. In fact, fellow Franciscan,
Gerald Evans, and I, as deacons in 1985,
finished our final year of theology with
St Anthony Brief
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eight Jesuit students, usually sitting
around a table participating in lectures
given by the future martyrs. Jon Sobrino
SJ, one of the most renowned liberation
theologians, is still alive. He survived the
massacre as he was giving a seminar in
Thailand at that time.
Beside the chapel is a visitor centre
with information and memorabilia related
to that day. Like the museum in Mons.
Romero’s house, the blood-stained
clothes they wore that night are on display, along with photos of the damage
done to the premises and furnishings.
The military assassins, on orders
from the highest level of government at
the time, used blow torches to burn the
facility and destroy the books and anything else they could find. One evocative
photo shows the melted frame and glass
around a photo of Archbishop Romero
and a bullet-riddled copy of the Bible.
From the images it is clear that the killers
and those who ordered the killings

wanted to erase from history the memory
of the Jesuits and all they stood for.
However, the exceptional work carried
out by Maria Julia Hernandez, the head
of the Archdiocesan Human Rights
Centre, Tutela Legal, along with Jesuits
who survived, ensured that a most
detailed archive was kept on all aspects
related to this tragic event.
remembering
As you may have heard, one of the
colonels, Inocente Orlando Montano, who
was hiding in the USA, was recently
extradited to Spain after years of legal
wrangling related to immigration fraud
and perjury charges, where he is now
awaiting trial for allegedly helping facilitate the murder of the Jesuits and two
women.
For years the authors of this crime
have hidden behind a general amnesty
decreed by the government of the time
following the civil war and the peace

accords in 1991, which, paradoxically,
many believe included some of the suspected intellectual authors, who were
members of that same government.
Coincidentally, Ciarán Ó Nuanáin
OFM is publishing the sixth volume in a
series on lay martyrs in El Salvador. I am
sure Archbishop Romero would be supportive of this initiative. This work of
remembering and recording shines a light
on the life and mission of so many ordinary men and woman who took their faith
seriously, to the point of shedding their
blood for Christ and his Kingdom.
To date, Ciarán and his team have
interviewed hundreds of people, county
by county (department), in their efforts to
identify martyrs. Then they obtain reliable
information on their lives and the circumstances around their deaths. This is all in
keeping with criteria for martyrdom as
expected by the Church.
gfoconaire@yahoo.co.uk n

Central America Gathering

In May, the Irish friars on mission in Central America met in San Salvador to celebrate Fr Brendan Forde’s
Golden Jubilee of Ordination. They are ministering in four different countries in the region so this was
the first time for over 20 years all could meet together. Left to right: Ciarán Ó Nuanáin (El Salvador),
Gerry Moore (Guatemala), Brendan Forde (El Salvador), Michael Lenihan (Bishop of La Ceiba,
Honduras), Gerald Evans (Costa Rica) and Alfred Loughran (El Salvador).
The first Irish Franciscans went on mission to El Salvador in 1968.
Aug/Sept 2018
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mission digest
GaTherinG
in nairobi
The Plenary Council of the
Franciscan order took place in
nairobi, Kenya, 12-18 June. The
theme was, Those who have ears,
let them listen to what the Spirit
is saying to the Friars Minor
today’ (see Revelations 2:7):
Listening, Discerning and Action.
The friars from around the world
reflected on contemporary
realities in the world, the Church,
and the order, spending time
in prayer, study and discussion.

An
African
Welcome

Energy and enthusiasm

Cardinal
Onaiyekan
of Nigeria
speaks

Alfigio
Tunha
OFM
addresses
the
assembly

New friends
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Living the
Joy of the Gospel
as a Franciscan Friar!

Join us in a life of…
Prayer, Brotherhood, and Loving Service
Contact: Brother Pat Lynch OFM, Director of Pastoral Care of Vocations
Franciscan Vocations Office, Franciscan Friary, Athlone, Co. Westmeath
Mobile: 087 1346267 Email: brpatofm@hotmail.com
Web: www.franciscans.ie

